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(ARTICLE 356: PRESIDENT’S RULE |

Why in News: Recently, President’'s Rule was imposed in
Manipur following the resignation of the Chief Minister.
Consequently, the state assembly was placed under
suspended animation.

Understanding Article 356

Article 356 of the Indian Constitution provides for the
imposition of President’s Rule in a state in case of a breakdown
of the constitutional machinery.

Key Provisions

e Article 356 empowers the President to assume control of
a state’s executive and legislative functions if he/she is
convinced that the state government is unable to function
in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution.

e The President can act either on the recommendation of
the Governor or on his/her own initiative.

*  During President’s Rule:

» The state executive authority is exercised by the
Governor on behalf of the President.

» The state legislature is either dissolved or suspended,
and Parliament assumes the authority to legislate on
the state’s behalf.

» The powers of the High Court remain unaffected.

* The initial period of President’s Rule is six months,
extendable up to a maximum of three years with
parliamentary approval every six months.

* Beyond one year, it can be extended only if:
» Anational emergency is in operation, or
» The Election Commission certifies that elections to
the state assembly cannot be conducted.
Historical Background

e Article 356 draws inspiration from Section 93 of the
Government of India Act, 1935, which allowed British
authorities to assume control of provincial governance if
needed.

e Under British rule, this provision was intended to
maintain ultimate control over the provinces while
providing limited autonomy.

Instances of President’s Rule in India

e Since 1950, President’s Rule has been imposed around
134 times across different states and Union Territories.
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The most frequent instances have been in Manipur and
Uttar Pradesh (10 times each).

e Punjab and Jammu & Kashmir have seen prolonged
periods under President’s Rule, exceeding 10 and 12
years, respectively.

e Puducherry was placed under President’s Rule in 2021
after the Congress government failed a confidence vote.

Judicial Scrutiny: S.R. Bommai Case (1994)

A landmark Supreme Court ruling in the S.R. Bommai v.
Union of India (1994) case established important guidelines
for the use of Article 356:

* Judicial Review: The proclamation of President’s Rule
can be challenged in court on grounds of malafide
intentions, misuse, or arbitrariness.

* Parliamentary Approval: The President’s proclamation
must be ratified by both Houses of Parliament within two
months.

* Governor’s Role: The Governor’s recommendation is not
immune from judicial scrutiny.

* Restoration of State Government: If the proclamation is
not approved, the dismissed government is automatically
reinstated.

Sarkaria Commission Report (1983) on Article 356

Observations:

e The language of Article 356 is vague and should not be
misused for minor breaches of constitutional norms.

e The provision should be invoked only in cases of genuine
constitutional breakdown, not for political reasons.

e  Misuse of Article 356 could weaken India’s democratic
structure.

Recommendations

1. Last-Resort Measure: President’s Rule should be used
only when all alternative measures fail.

2. Prior Warning: The Centre should give a state government
clear warnings before invoking Article 356.

3. Consideration of State’s Response: The explanations
provided by the state government should be evaluated
carefully before imposing President’s Rule.

4. Political Stability: In cases of political crises, efforts
should be made to form a stable government before
dissolving the legislature.
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5. Timely Parliamentary Oversight: Proclamations of
President’s Rule must be tabled in Parliament promptly
and reviewed before the expiry of the two-month
approval period.

Article 356 is an essential constitutional provision meant to handle
governance crises in states. However, it has often been misused
for political purposes. Judicial safeguards like the S.R. Bommai
judgment and the recommendations of the Sarkaria Commission
emphasize the need for caution in its application. Moving forward,
transparency, accountability, and a commitment to democratic
principles must guide the imposition of President’s Rule to prevent
its misuse.

EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR UPSC CSE
Prelims MCQ

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the
President’s Rule in India:

1. President’s Rule can be imposed in a state if the
Governor reports that the state’s administration
cannot be carried on in accordance with the
provisions of the Constitution.

2. During the President’s Rule, the State Legislative
Assembly is automatically dissolved.

3. The decision to impose President’s Rule is subject to
judicial review by the Supreme Court.

How many of the above statements are correct?
(b) Only two
(d) None
(ATuo ¢ pue 1) (q) :ToMsuy

(a) Only one
(c) All three

Descriptive Question

Q. Discuss the circumstances under which President’s
Rule can be imposed in a state, its impact on federalism,
and critically analyze the arguments for and against its
implementation. [15 marks] [250 words]

(OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR )

Why in News: The Supreme Court recently questioned the
delay by a Governor in taking action on 12 bills sent by the
State Legislature for assent. These bills were kept pending
for over three years, prompting concerns over constitutional
propriety and governance.

Key Details

e The Supreme Court observed that the Governor had
withheld action on bills sent for consent under Article 200
of the Constitution. These bills were introduced between
January 2020 and April 2023.

e Despite the requirement to act on them, the Governor did
not take any decision for an extended period.

e The matter escalated when the state government filed
a petition before the Supreme Court, challenging the
Governor’s inaction.

e Following this, the Governor swiftly forwarded two
of the bills to the President and withheld assent on the
remaining ten bills.

e The legal representative of the Governor argued that
these bills sought to increase state government control
over university appointments and Vice-Chancellors.
Since higher education is a subject in the Concurrent
List, the Governor deemed it appropriate to refer them
to the President.

Constitutional Provisions on Passing of Bills

Article 200: Governor’s Role in Passing Bills
e When a State Legislature (either one house or both

houses in case of a bicameral legislature) passes a bill, it is
sent to the Governor for assent.

e The Governor has the following options:
> Give Assent: Approve the bill, making it a law.
> Withhold Assent: Reject the bill outright.

> Reserve for the President’s Consideration: Send the
bill to the President for a final decision.

> Return the Bill for Reconsideration (if not a Money
Bill): If the Legislature re-passes the bill without any
Changes, the Governor must give assent and cannot
withhold it again.
Article 201: Presidential Role in Reserved Bills
e If a bill is reserved by the Governor for the President’s
consideration, the President has two choices:
» Give Assent: The bill becomes law.
> Withhold Assent: The bill is effectively rejected.
e If the bill is not a Money Bill, the President can also

direct the Governor to return it to the State Legislature
for reconsideration.

e If the Legislature re-passes the bill, it is again sent to the
President, who is not obligated to give assent, even after
reconsideration.

Constitutional Position of the Governor

* Appointment and Tenure:

» As per Article 155, the President appoints the
Governor through a warrant under his hand and seal.

» Under Article 156, the Governor holds office during
the pleasure of the President but usually serves a
term of five years.

* Powers of the Governor:

» Deciding on assent to bills passed by the State
Legislature.

» Determining the time for a political party to prove its
majority in the State Assembly.

» Deciding which party should be invited first to form a
government in case of a hung assembly.

POLITY & GOVERNANCE



¢ Removal of Governor:

» AGovernor cannot be impeached but can be removed
only by the President.

Key Judicial Pronouncements on Governor’s Powers
Shamsher Singh vs. State of Punjab (1974)

e The Supreme Court emphasized that Article 154 of the
Constitution follows a federal principle, meaning the
Governor acts on the advice of the Council of Ministers.

e The court ruled that the Governor’s satisfaction is
essentially the satisfaction of the Council of Ministers,
meaning the Governor generally has no independent
decision-making authority except in rare cases.

Supreme Court’s Ruling on Delayed Bills (2023)

e The Supreme Court ruled that a Governor cannot
deliberately delay a bill indefinitely.

e The Governor’s role is not to obstruct legislative
processes but to facilitate governance within
constitutional boundaries.

Recommendations from Various Committees

1. Rajamannar Committee:

» The Governor should act as a constitutional head
of state and not function as an agent of the Central
Government.

2. Sarkaria Commission:

» The Governor should be a person of eminence and
detachment.

» Governors should not be affiliated with any ruling
party.

> Premature removal of Governors before their
five-year tenure should be avoided, except in rare
circumstances.

3. Second Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC):

» Recommended that Governors should be non-
partisan, experienced public officials.

» The Inter-State Council should frame guidelines on
the discretionary powers of Governors.

Code of Conduct for Governors

* A defined Code of Conduct should be established to
provide rules and guidelines that outline the Governor’s
discretionary ~ powers and their constitutional
responsibilities.

e This would ensure Governors function within their
constitutional mandate without overstepping their
authority.

The office of the Governor plays a crucial role in the federal
structure of India. While Governors are meant to act as neutral
constitutional authorities, their actions have often sparked
debates on political interference. Implementing clear guidelines
and ensuring accountability can help maintain the dignity and
constitutional integrity of the office, balancing state autonomy with
the broader national interest.
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EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR UPSC CSE
Prelims MCQ

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Office
of the Governor.

1. The Governor is appointed by the President of
India.

2. The Governor can return the money bill to the state
legislative assembly for reconsideration.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

(e) :TOMmsuy
Descriptive Question

Q. In light of the recent controversies, discuss the
constitutional provisions, judicial interpretations, and
recommendations of various commissions regarding
the office of the governor. [15 marks] [250 words]

(DEATH PENALTY )

Why in News: A Kolkata court sentenced a convict to life
imprisonment after being found guilty of the rape and
murder of a 31-year-old doctor at the state-run R.G. Kar
Medical College and Hospital.

Key Details

e The incident in August 2024 triggered massive public
outrage, particularly in West Bengal.

e Many protestors in Kolkata demanded

punishment for the crime.

capital

e However, the life imprisonment sentence led to
disappointment among many.

e The West Bengal government is set to appeal to the
Calcutta High Court, seeking the death penalty for the
convict.

Important Judgements related to Death Penalty

Bachan Singh v. State of Punjab (1980) — The ‘Rarest of Rare’
Doctrine

e This case laid down the “rarest of rare” doctrine, which
remains the guiding principle for awarding the death penalty
in India.

e The Court ruled that the death penalty should only be
imposed in exceptional cases where the crime is so brutal and
inhuman that it shocks society’s conscience.
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Machhi Singh v. State of Punjab (1983) — Guidelines for “Rarest
of Rare” Cases

The Court elaborated on the Bachan Singh case and provided
five criteria for determining “rarest of rare” cases:

1. Manner of commission — If the crime is extremely brutal,
gruesome, or shocking.

2. Motive — If the crime was committed for selfish or political
motives.

3. Anti-social or socially abhorrent nature — If the victim was a
child, woman, or person from a vulnerable section of society.

4. Magnitude of the crime — If multiple people were killed or
harmed.

5. Personality of the offender — Whether the convict is a threat
to society.

Capital Punishment (Death Penalty)

e It is the execution of a convict as punishment for a
serious crime.

» The sentence ordering capital punishment is called
a death sentence, and its enforcement is called
execution.
Methods of Execution Used Globally
e Beheading
¢ Hanging
e Lethal injection

e Shooting

Global Scenario

e In 2023, the highest number of executions occurred in
China, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, and the USA.

* By the end of 2023, 112 countries had abolished the
death penalty in law.

Arguments Against the Death Penalty

1. Crueland Inhumane—Itisthe most extreme,irreversible,
and degrading form of punishment.

2. Risk of Executing Innocents — Judicial errors can never
be entirely eliminated, and wrongful executions are
irrevocable.

3. No Proven Deterrent Effect — There is no conclusive
evidence that the death penalty is more effective at
preventing crime than life imprisonment.

4. Unfair Legal Systems — In some countries, mandatory
death sentences prevent judges from considering
mitigating circumstances.

5. Discriminatory Use — Marginalized groups, such as the
poor, racial minorities, and disadvantaged communities,
are disproportionately affected.

6. Political Manipulation — Some governments use the
death penalty to silence political opponents or suppress
dissent.

Arguments in Favor of the Death Penalty

1. Retribution - It serves as just punishment for the most
heinous crimes.

2. Deterrence — The threat of execution may discourage
criminals from committing serious offences.

3. Prevention of Recidivism — Execution eliminates any
risk of repeat offences by dangerous criminals.

4. Closure for Victims’ Families — The finality of the death
penalty can provide justice and emotional closure.

5. Moral Balance — Society must uphold ethical standards,
ensuring that the worst crimes receive the most severe
punishment.

Way Forward
Judicial Reform and Public Engagement

* Review sentencing policies to balance legal standards
and public expectations.

e Ensure comprehensive judicial reviews involving
experts on deterrence and rehabilitation.

Promote transparent discussions among policymakers,
legal experts, and community leaders.

Balanced Approach to Capital Punishment

e Carefully evaluate the moral, ethical, and practical
implications of the death penalty versus life
imprisonment.

e Address concerns of fairness, wrongful convictions,
and impact on society.

e Foster continuous discussions to develop a system that
ensures justice while safeguarding human rights.

Conclusion

With an average of 86 reported rapes per day in India,
society must move beyond the immediate demand for
capital punishment and focus on long-term solutions. A
comprehensive approach involving cultural change, social
awareness, and education is essential to address violence
against women and ensure lasting justice.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Descriptive Question

Q. Examine how the death penalty serves as a necessary
tool for retribution and deterrence with concerns over
its irrevocable nature, potential for error, and inherent
biases within justice systems. [10 marks] [150 words]

[ ARTICLE 22 AND GROUNDS OF
| ARREST

Why in News: The Supreme Court has ruled that investigating
agencies must inform an arrested individual about the
grounds of their arrest while taking them into custody.
Failure to comply with this constitutional requirement would
render the arrest illegal.

J
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Key Details: Vihaan Kumar vs. State of Haryana

e The Supreme Court, in this case, reaffirmed that Article
22(1) of the Indian Constitution mandates that an arrested
person must be informed of the reasons for their arrest.

e The Court held that informing the accused about the
grounds of arrest is not a mere formality but a mandatory
constitutional requirement. If this requirement is not
met, the arrest becomes illegal.

e Declaring the arrest of a man by Haryana police illegal
due to non-compliance, the Court emphasized that
Article 22 is a fundamental right enshrined in Part III of
the Constitution.

e Additionally, the Court ruled that the arrested person’s
friends, relatives, or nominated contacts must also be
informed about the grounds of arrest, as per Section 50A
of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC).

e The ruling also highlighted that when an arrested person
is presented before a Judicial Magistrate for remand,
the Magistrate must ascertain whether Article 22(1) has
been complied with.

e If a violation of Article 22(1) is established, courts must
order the immediate release of the accused. Such
violations also provide a valid ground for granting bail,
even in cases where statutory restrictions exist.

Key Judicial Precedents on Grounds of Arrest

Several landmark judgments have shaped the interpretation
and enforcement of Article 22:

1. Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978)

e Though primarily known for expanding Article 21 (Right
to Life and Personal Liberty), this case also impacted the
interpretation of procedural fairness under Article 22.

e The Supreme Court held that any law affecting personal
liberty must pass the test of reasonableness, ensuring
that arrest and detention procedures align with natural
justice.

2. A K. Kraipak v. Union of India (1969)

e The case dealt with the legality of preventive detention
orders.

e It emphasized that detention must meet the test of
reasonableness and cannot violate fundamental rights
under the Constitution.

3. D.K. Basu v. State of West Bengal (1997)

e This case established crucial guidelines to prevent
custodial torture.

e The Supreme Court ruled that the arrested person must
be informed of the grounds of arrest and that their
family or a friend must also be notified.

. Joginder Kumar v. State of Uttar Pradesh (1994)

'~

e The Court reinforced that any arrest without a warrant
requires that the arrested individual must be informed
promptly about the grounds of arrest.
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e The case also emphasized the importance of judicial
oversight to prevent arbitrary detentions.

Understanding Article 22 of the Indian Constitution
Article 22 provides constitutional safeguards to protect
individuals against arbitrary arrest and detention. It applies
in cases of both ordinary detention (for violating regular
laws) and preventive detention (where a person is detained
without trial to prevent them from committing a crime in the
future).

1. Protection Against Arbitrary Arrest
e No person can be arrested or detained without being
informed of the reasons for their detention.

e This safeguard ensures transparency and fairness in the
legal process.

2. Right to be Presented Before a Magistrate
* An arrested person must be produced before the nearest
magistrate within 24 hours of their arrest.

e This provision prevents wrongful and prolonged
detention without judicial oversight.

3. Right to Legal Representation

e An arrested person has the right to consult and be
defended by a legal practitioner of their choice.

e This guarantees that individuals can exercise their right
to fair representation before a court.

4. Right to be Informed of Grounds of Arrest

e The arrested person must be explicitly told why they are
being detained.

e Thisinformation must also be communicated to a relative
or friend, as per Section 50A of the CrPC.

5. Provisions on Preventive Detention

e Unlike regular arrests, preventive detention allows
authorities to detain individuals without immediate
trial if they believe the person poses a threat to public
order or national security.

* Safeguards for preventive detention include:

» Detainee must be informed of the reasons for their
detention.

» Anadvisory board must review the detention within
three months.

> If the board disapproves of the detention, the
individual must be immediately released.

6. Exceptions Under Emergency Provisions

¢ During a national emergency, certain restrictions may be
placed on Article 22 rights.

¢ The government may modify detention rules for reasons
of national security or public safety.
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The Supreme Court’s recent ruling reinforces the constitutional
protection against illegal arrests. Article 22 plays a crucial role
in safequarding personal liberty by ensuring that individuals
are aware of the reasons for their detention and have
access to legal recourse. While preventive detention remains a
controversial power, it is subject to strict judicial scrutiny to
prevent misuse.

The judicial interpretation of Article 22, backed by landmark
judgments, has strengthened the rule of law in India. Ensuring
proper compliance with Article 22 is vital in maintaining citizens’
rights, preventing custodial abuse, and upholding democratic
principles.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Prelims MCQ

Q. Which of the following rights are guaranteed to
an arrested person under Article 22 of the Indian
Constitution?

1. Right to be informed of the grounds of arrest.

2. Right to consult and be defended by a legal
practitioner.

3. Right to be produced before the nearest magistrate
within 24 hours of arrest.

4. Right to free legal aid.
Select the correct answer from the code below:
(a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 and 4 only

(c) 1,2, and 3 only (d)1, 3, and 4 only

(9) :romsuy

(AD-HOC JUDGES )

Why in News: Recently, the Supreme Court (SC) of India
suggested that retired judges should be temporarily
appointed as ad hoc judges in High Courts to reduce the
large number of pending criminal cases.

About Ad Hoc Judges in HC
e Constitutional Provision and Appointment

> Article 224A of the Indian Constitution allows the
Chief Justice of a High Court to request retired HC
judges to perform the duties of a judge again, with
the permission of the President of India.

» Such appointees are entitled to allowances as
determined by the President’s order and have all
the jurisdiction, powers and privileges of a Judge of
that High Court. However, they are not considered
regular judges of the High Court.

How are Ad Hoc Judges Appointed?

The detailed process for appointing ad hoc judges is given
in a government document called the 1998 Memorandum of
Procedure (MOP). The process is as follows:

1. Aretired judge agrees to take up the position.

2. The Chief Justice of the concerned High Court (CJHC)
recommends the judge’s name and duration of
appointment to the State’s Chief Minister (CM).

3. The CM forwards this recommendation to the Union Law
Minister.

4. The Law Minister consults with the Chief Justice of India
(CJI).

5. The CJI's advice is sent to the Prime Minister (PM).

6. The PM advises the President of India.

7. The President gives final approval for the appointment.

When Can an Ad Hoc Judge Be Appointed?

The Supreme Court has set specific conditions under which
ad hoc judges can be appointed. These were laid out in a 2021
case called Lok Prahari v. Union of India.

Conditions Set by the Supreme Court
1. Ad hoc appointments should happen only if at least
20% of High Court judge posts remain unfilled.

» Example: If a High Court has 100 judge positions but
less than 80 judges are working, ad hoc judges can
be appointed.

2. There must be a backlog of old pending cases.
» If more than 10% of pending cases are over 5 years
old, ad hoc judges can be appointed.
3. Ad hoc appointments should not replace regular
appointments.
» The process of hiring permanent judges must be
ongoing.
> Ad hoc appointments should only help with urgent
backlog issues, not replace permanent hiring.

4. Each High Court Chief Justice must maintain a “panel”
of retired judges.

» This list should include judges who are about to
retire and those already retired.

» This makes it easier to appoint them quickly when
needed.

5. Ad hoc judges should be appointed for 2-3 years.

» A High Court can appoint 2 to 5 ad hoc judges at a
time.

6. Periodic Review

» The appointment process should be reviewed from
time to time to check if it is working effectively.
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*  When can an ad hoc judge be appointed

» The court held ad hoc judges can only be appointed
when recommendations have not been made for less
than 20% of the vacancies, after considering both the
number of active judges and pending proposals for
judge appointments.

» This is so that Article 224A can be resorted to only on
the process having been initiated for filling up of the
regular vacancies and awaiting their appointments.

* Instances of Ad hoc judges appointment in the past

» There have only been three recorded instances of ad
hoc judges being appointed under Article 224A

¢ The appointment of Justice Suraj Bhan to the
Madhya Pradesh HC in 1972 for one year to hear
election petitions;

¢ The appointment of Justice P. Venugopal to the
Madras HC in 1982. His term was renewed for
another year in August 1983;

¢ The appointment of Justice O P Srivastava to the
Allahabad HC in 2007 to hear the Ayodhya title
suits.

PRELIMS SPECIAL

About Ad Hoc Judge in Supreme Court

e Ad hoc judges can be appointed in the Supreme Court
by “Chief Justice of India” with the prior consent of the
President if there is no quorum of judges available to hold and
continue the session of the court.

¢ Only the persons who are qualified to be appointed as Judges
of the Supreme Court can be appointed as ad hoc judges of
the Supreme Court-(Article 127).

e Further, as per provisions of Article 128, Chief Justice of India,
with the previous consent of the President, requests a retired
Judge of the Supreme Court High Court, who is duly qualified
for appointment as a Judge of the Supreme Court, to sit and
act as a Judge of the Supreme Court.

e The salary & allowance of such judges is decided by the
president. The retired Judge who sits in such a session of the
Supreme Court has all the jurisdiction, powers, and privileges
of the Judges BUT are NOT deemed to be a Judge.

Expected Question for UPSC CSE
Prelims MCQ
Q. Consider the following statements about Adhoc Judges:

1. Provision for Adhoc Judges for Supreme Court
is provided in Article 224A while for High Court
adhoc judges are provided in Article 127.

2. The Governor of a state gives the permission for
appointment of adhoc judge of a High Court.
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

(p) :romsuy

{ESSENTIAL RELIGIOUS PRACTICES)

Why in News: The Bombay High Court has ruled that using
loudspeakers is not an essential part of any religion and
has ordered the Maharashtra government to take strict action
to control noise pollution from loudspeakers, public address
systems (PAS), and other sound-emitting devices used at
religious places or institutions, irrespective of religion.

Legal Noise Limits

According to the Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control)
Rules, 2000:

¢ In residential areas, the maximum allowed noise level is:
» 55 decibels during the day (6 AM to 10 PM)
> 45 decibels at night (10 PM to 6 AM)

What Did the Bombay High Court Say About Loudspeakers?

* Using loudspeakers is not a fundamental right under
religion: The court said that no religion requires the use
of loudspeakers as an essential practice. Hence, Article
25 (which protects religious freedom) does not apply
when it comes to the use of loudspeakers.

e Public interest comes first: The court emphasized that
noise pollution is a health hazard and affects everyone in
a cosmopolitan city like Mumbai. No one has a right to
disturb others by playing loud sounds at high volume.

e The court made it clear that authorities must take action
against those violating noise pollution laws and cannot
remain silent spectators.

What Did the High Court Order the Government to Do?

* Strictly regulate the use of loudspeakers and PAS at
religious places.

* Control the decibel levels of sound-emitting devices
through an automatic calibration system.

* Mumbai Police must take strict action against violators.

* Seize loudspeakers or amplifiers that exceed legal noise
limits.

* Ensure police measure sound levels using mobile
applications.

* Protect complainants from being targeted by offenders
by keeping their identity confidential.
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Judgments on Essential Religious Practices

1. 1954 - The Commissioner, Hindu Religious
Endowments, Madras v. Shri Lakshmindar Tirtha
Swamiyar of Shri Shirur Mutt

» The Court held that determining essential parts of a
religion should be based on the doctrines and tenets
of that religion itself.

2. 1997 - Sri Adi Visheshwara of Kashi Vishwanath
Temple, Varanasi & Ors. v. State of UP & Ors.

» The Court distinguished between religious and
secular functions of a temple.

» It ruled that secular aspects of religious institutions
could be regulated by law, as they were not intrinsic
to religious practice.

3. 2004 - Commissioner of
Jagadisharananda Avadhuta

Police v. Acharya

» The Court applied the Essential Religious Practices
(ERP) test to determine if the Tandava Dance was a
fundamental practice of the Ananda Marga faith.

» It ruled that if removing a practice fundamentally
alters the religion, it is essential. Otherwise, it is not.

4. 2017 - Shayara Bano v. Union of India
» The Supreme Court rejected Triple Talaq as an

essential Islamic practice and denied it constitutional
protection under Article 25.

» The Court ruled that Triple Talaq contradicted the
Quran and was therefore not a fundamental religious
practice.

Essential Religious Practices (ERP) Doctrine

e The Supreme Court of India developed the Essential
Religious Practices (ERP) test to define the relationship
between religion and the Constitution.

*  Doctrine Overview:

» If a religious practice is crucial to a specific religion,
the government cannot interfere with it.

» This principle evolved into the “essential test of
religious practice.”

Approaches to the ERP Doctrine:
1. Religion-Based Approach:

» The religion itself determines what is essential,
based on sacred texts, doctrines, and traditions.

2. Judicial Interpretation Approach:

> The courts act as cultural arbiters, distinguishing
between essential religious practices and secular
activities within religion.

» Non-essential, secular aspects can be regulated by the
state.

Significance: The doctrine helps maintain a balance
between religious freedom (Article 25) and constitutional
governance, preventing misuse of religion in secular matters.

Expected Question for UPSC CSE
Descriptive Question

Q. What do you understand about the doctrine of
“Essential Religious Practice”? Explain in context to
various Supreme Court judgements on the doctrine.
[15 marks] [250 words]

(INDIA'S GOT LATENT CONTROVERSY )

Why in News: Recently, YouTube influencers came under
police investigation for making obscene remarks on a show,
sparking debates on freedom of expression, morality, and
legal limits on obscenity.

Key Details

* Obscenity is a complex issue that intersects with
morality, freedom of speech, societal values, and legal
frameworks.

e Definitions of obscenity vary across cultures and legal
systems, leading to debates on censorship, artistic
freedom, and public decency.

Legal Provisions on Obscenity in India

Section 296 of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)

¢ Criminalizes obscene acts and the uttering of obscene
words or songs in public places.

e The act must cause annoyance to others, covering both
visual and verbal obscenity.

* Punishment:
» Fine up to 31,000,
> Imprisonment up to 3 months, or
> Both.
e Aim: To maintain public decorum and prevent
disturbances in public spaces.
Section 67 of the Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000

¢ Deals with publishing or transmitting obscene material
in electronic form.

* Punishment:

> First conviction: Up to 3 years of imprisonment and
a fine of X5 lakh.

> Subsequent conviction: Up to
imprisonment and a fine of %10 lakh.

5 years of

Judiciary’s Stand on Obscenity
Ranjit D. Udeshi v. State of Maharashtra (1965)

* Sex and nudity alone do not constitute obscenity in
literature and art.

e The work should be assessed as a whole, considering
both obscene and non-obscene elements.
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e A public benefit argument can be used as a defense
against obscenity charges.

Samaresh Bose v. Amal Mitra (1985)

e The definition of obscenity depends on readers’
perceptions and changing moral standards.

* Obscenity is different from vulgarity and should be
judged accordingly.

Aveek Sarkar v. State of West Bengal (2014)

e Courts should consider current community norms while
evaluating obscenity.

e The sensitivity and tolerance levels of an ordinary,
reasonable person should be the benchmark.

XXX v. State of Kerala (2023)

e The Kerala High Court ruled that sex and nudity should
not always be linked.

e A woman’s nude upper body should not automatically
be considered obscene or sexually explicit.

Ethical Issues Surrounding Obscenity

Freedom of Expression vs. Public Morality

* Balancing individual rights with societal norms is a key
ethical challenge.

e While freedom of speech is a fundamental right, it must
be restricted in cases involving sexually explicit or
offensive content.

Impact on Society and Vulnerable Groups
* Concerns over the normalization of violence, misogyny,
and exploitation in obscene content.

e Such content may influence young minds and affect
social behavior.

Gender and Exploitation Issues
e Obscenity often involves the objectification of women
and minorities.

* Unregulated content can reinforce stereotypes and
gender biases.

Legal and Ethical Censorship
*  Who decides what is obscene? This creates conflicts over
censorship versus artistic freedom.

* Potential misuse of obscenity laws to suppress dissent
or creative expression.

Psychological and Ethical Consequences

* Unregulated exposure to obscene content may
desensitize individuals to vulgarity, violence, and
exploitation.

Way Forward

Clear and Contextual Definition of Obscenity

* Obscenity laws should be clearly defined to differentiate

between artistic freedom, free speech, and harmful
content.

POLITY & GOVERNANCE

AAAAAAA

Ethical Content Regulation Without Over-Censorship

¢ Establish independent regulatory bodies and encourage
self-regulation to ensure fair content assessment.

Digital Literacy and Awareness

* Educate people, especially youth, about responsible
content consumption and its psychological impact.

* Introduce school

curriculums.

digital literacy programs in

Ethical Industry Practices

e Content creators and platforms must uphold ethical
responsibility in content production and dissemination.

Conclusion

The India's Got Latent’ controversy highlights the ongoing
debate between freedom of speech and public morality.
While obscenity laws aim to maintain societal order, they
must not be misused to suppress creativity or individual
expression. A balanced approach that respects artistic
freedom while protecting public sensibilities is crucial in
shaping a fair and ethical media environment.

EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR UPSC CSE
Prelims MCQ

Q. Recently Section 67 of the Information Technology
Act, 2000 was in the news. It is related to:

(a) Internet shutdown during communal riots

(b) Punishment for publishing or
obscene material in electronic form

transmitting

(c) Establishment of a regulatory body for fair
assessment of content.

(d) None of the above
(q) :1emsuy

Descriptive Question

Q. Discuss the legal framework governing obscenity in
India with reference to key judicial pronouncements.
[10 marks] [150 words]

(MARITAL RAPE )

Why in News: The Chhattisgarh High Court has ruled that
a husband cannot be charged with rape or unnatural sex
under Indian law.

Key Details of the Ruling

¢ A single-judge bench of the High Court held that, as
per Indian law, the concept of “consent” in marital
intercourse has no legal standing, even when it involves
acts considered unnatural.
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The ruling came in response to a case filed on December

11, 2017, where a woman alleged that her husband had
subjected her to unnatural sex against her will.

Split Verdict (Delhi High Court)

In May 2022, the Delhi High Court delivered a split verdict on
the criminalization of marital rape, reflecting the ongoing debate
surrounding this issue in India.

Background

Under Indian law, as per Exception 2 to Section 375 of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC), sexual intercourse by a man with his own wife,
provided she is not under 18 years of age, is not considered rape.
This legal provision has been challenged on the grounds that it
violates women’s fundamental rights to equality, freedom, and
protection from sexual violence.

The Delhi High Court’s Split Verdict

The Delhi High Court’s division bench delivered a split verdict
on the issue:

* Justice Rajiv Shakdher: Held that the marital rape exception
violates Article 14 (right to equality) and Article 21 (right to
life and personal liberty) of the Indian Constitution. He opined
that a husband’s forcible sexual intercourse with his wife

should be considered rape, emphasizing that marriage does
not imply irrevocable consent to sexual acts.

* Justice C. Hari Shankar: Upheld the constitutionality of the
marital rape exception, reasoning that any change to this
provision should be addressed by the legislature rather than
the judiciary.

Current Status

Due to the conflicting opinions, the matter has been escalated to

the Supreme Court of India for a definitive ruling. As of now,

marital rape remains non-criminalized under Indian law, except
in cases where the wife is under 18 years of age.

Understanding Marital Rape
What is Marital Rape?

Marital rape, also known as spousal rape, refers to a
situation where one spouse (typically the husband)
engages in sexual intercourse without the other spouse’s
consent.

Key aspect: The lack of consent is the most crucial
element, and it does not necessarily involve physical
violence. Marital rape is widely recognized as a form of
domestic violence and sexual abuse in many countries.

ARGUMENTS AGAINST CRIMINALISING MARITAL RAPE

ARGUMENTS FOR CRIMINALISING MARITAL RAPE

Excessive Interference in Marital Relationships

The 172nd Law Commission Report recommended
against criminalizing marital rape, arguing that such a
law could lead to excessive state interference in private
marital affairs.

It suggested that issues within a marriage should be
addressed through civil remedies rather than criminal
prosecution.

Potential for Misuse of the Law

Critics argue that criminalizing marital rape could be
misused by individuals seeking to settle personal scores
in cases of marital discord.

There is a concern that such a law may be weaponized
in divorce or maintenance disputes, leading to wrongful
accusations.

Challenges in Proving the Crime

One of the biggest legal challenges is the burden of
proof—how can consent or lack of consent in an intimate
relationship be established beyond reasonable doubt?

Unlike cases of sexual assault by strangers, marital
relationships involve complexities, making it difficult to
determine when and how consent was withdrawn.

Patriarchal Nature of Existing Laws

e The current legal framework is rooted in the
patriarchal notion that marriage gives a husband
ownership over his wife’s body, depriving her of
bodily autonomy and the right to refuse intercourse.

e Criminalizing marital rape is essential to recognize
women as independent individuals with equal
rights in a marriage.

Unequal Treatment of Married and Unmarried Women

e Under the law, rape is a crime when committed
against an unmarried woman, but the same act
within marriage is not recognized as an offense.

e This differentiation violates the principle of
equality under Article 14 of the Indian Constitution,
as married women should have the same right to
sexual autonomy as unmarried women.

Marital Rape Has Severe Psychological and Physical
Consequences

e Survivors of marital rape experience prolonged
trauma because they have to continue living with
their abuser, unlike victims of stranger rape who can
at least avoid their perpetrators.

e Studies indicate that marital rape often leads to
severe mental health issues, including depression,
PTSD, and suicidal tendencies.

10
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Impact on the Institution of Marriage

e Some argue that criminalizing marital rape could
destabilize the institution of marriage, as it may create
an atmosphere of mistrust between spouses.

e There is a fear that false allegations could lead to
unnecessary criminal cases, potentially causing an

increase in divorces and legal disputes.

Criminalizing Marital Rape Will Not Destroy the
Institution of Marriage

e India already has a Domestic Violence Act, 2005,
which allows women to file complaints against
physical and sexual abuse in marriage.

e Iflaws protecting women from domestic violence do
not threaten marriage, then recognizing marital rape
as a crime will not either.

Concerns About ‘Implied Consent’ in Marriage Are
Misplaced

e The argument that marriage implies permanent
consent to sexual intercourse is outdated and
violates fundamental rights.

e Consentis ongoing and must be given for each act—

it cannot be assumed automatically just because two
people are married.

Key Judicial Rulings on Marital Rape and Consent
Bombay High Court’s 2023 Verdict on Minor Wives

e In November 2023, the Nagpur Bench of the Bombay
High Court ruled that consensual sex with a minor wife
amounts to rape.

e The Court rejected the argument that a minor wife’s
consent is legally valid.

e It upheld a 10-year imprisonment sentence for a man
convicted after his minor wife accused him of rape.

Madhya Pradesh High Court on Marital Rape

e In a 2022 ruling, the Madhya Pradesh High Court held
that unnatural sex with a wife does not amount to rape.

e The Court stated that a wife’s consent is irrelevant in
such matters.

e This ruling aligns with the broader interpretation that
marital rape is not legally recognized under Indian law.

The key issue is not whether marital rape should be
criminalized, but rather how and when it should be done, and
in what form. The need of the hour is to conduct widespread
public consultations, gather empirical data, and establish
a structured legal framework to address the issue. Simply
ignoring the problem is not a solution—marital rape is a
reality that must be acknowledged and addressed through
appropriate legal reforms.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Descriptive Question

Q. What do you understand by the term ‘Marital
Rape’? Discuss the arguments for and against the
criminalization of marital rape in India. [15 marks]
[250 words]
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(FREEBIES AND WELFARE )

Why in News: The Supreme Court has raised concerns over
the increasing trend of announcing freebies by governments
and political parties, particularly before elections. The
court questioned whether such practices are creating a
dependency culture, disincentivizing work, and leading to
a shortage of labor in certain states like Maharashtra.

Understanding Freebies

* Definition: Freebies refer to welfare goods or benefits
provided free of cost by the government to support
specific sections of the population, particularly the
vulnerable and economically weaker groups.

¢ Evolution in India: Over time, freebies have become
an integral part of India’s social welfare system, with
governments using them to provide relief and encourage
socio-economic development.

* Scope: They range from essential services like food,
healthcare, and education to non-merit items such as
gadgets, cash incentives, or household appliances, which
are sometimes used to gain electoral advantage.

* Recent Trends:

» Cash transfer schemes have gained popularity, with
political parties and state governments increasingly
using them to secure voter support.

» Immediate relief measures through freebies have
been positioned as ways to address pressing economic
and social challenges.

Types and Examples of Freebies in India

1. Food and Cash Benefits:

> Distribution of food grains and cash incentives during
elections to attract voters.

11
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2. Subsidized Food Schemes:
» Odisha’s Rs 1/kg Rice Scheme (Naveen Patnaik)
aimed at food security for the poor.
3. Health-Related Freebies:
» Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana (Odisha): Free health
cards and subsidized healthcare services.
4. Educational and Mobility Support:

> Bihar’s Free Bicycle Scheme for Girls to boost school
attendance and reduce dropout rates.

5. Marriage and Gender-Specific Benefits:
» Tamil Nadu’s Eight-Gram Gold Scheme (Jayalalithaa)
for brides to support marriage expenses.

» West Bengal’s Cash Incentives for Girls (Mamata
Banerjee) combined with health insurance.

6. Subsidized Essential Services:
» Free electricity and water schemes (Delhi
government) to reduce household financial burdens.
» Uttar Pradesh’s subsidized food grains for low-
income groups.
Positive Impacts of Freebies on Welfare
* Crisis Response and Safety Net:

> Freebies play a crucial role in providing relief during
emergencies (e.g., food security during COVID-19
lockdowns).

* Human Capital Development:

» Mid-day Meal Schemes enhance school attendance
and child nutrition, leading to better long-term
socio-economic outcomes.

*  Empowerment of Marginalized Groups:

» Targeted schemes such as free bicycles for girls
and gender-specific cash incentives help promote
education, gender equality, and financial
independence.

* Social Inclusion and Equity:

> Ensures economically weaker sections receive basic
needs, fostering a sense of inclusion and participation
in society.

* Indirect Economic Benefits:

» Provision of household appliances (such as grinders
and fans) can help free up time for education, work,
or skill development.

Concerns and Issues with Freebies
Fiscal Strain on Public Finances
e Excessive freebies put a huge financial burden on the

government, diverting resources away from long-term
developmental projects.

e Can lead to unsustainable fiscal policies and increase
public debt.

12

Political Patronage and Electoral Manipulation
e Freebies are often used to gain electoral advantage,
compromising neutrality and merit-based policymaking.

* Short-term benefits often take precedence
sustainable economic growth initiatives.

over

Implementation Challenges

e Freebie schemes are often prone to corruption,
inefficiencies, and mis-targeting, leaving out those who
genuinely need assistance.

* Off-budget borrowing and poor administration further
weaken governance structures.

Ambiguity in Definition and Categorization

e Difficulty in differentiating between essential welfare
schemes (such as healthcare and food security) and
politically motivated freebies (such as free gadgets)
complicates policy planning.

Way Forward

Strengthen Oversight and Fiscal Discipline

e Empower financial regulatory institutions to monitor
and regulate excessive welfare spending.

¢ Encourage transparent and accountable governance in
managing subsidies and public welfare funds.

Streamline and Target Welfare Schemes

e Introduce precise targeting mechanisms to ensure that
welfare benefits reach the genuinely needy.

e Implement real-time monitoring systems to prevent
misuse and ensure accountability.

Redefine and Categorize Benefits

e Develop clear criteria to differentiate between essential
welfare provisions (merit goods) and populist freebies
to optimize resource allocation.

Legislative and Policy Reforms

e Encourage parliamentary debates to ensure that welfare
programs are based on sustainable economic principles.

e Foster political consensus to prevent the overuse of
freebies for short-term electoral gains.

Enhance Public Awareness and Civic Engagement

e Educate citizens about the long-term economic impact of
indiscriminate freebies.

e Promote awareness of the benefits of targeted and
sustainable social protection programs.

Freebies have played an essential role in addressing poverty,
inequality, and immediate socio-economic challenges.
However, the indiscriminate distribution of freebies without
proper financial planning can hamper fiscal sustainability,
encourage dependency, and distort economic priorities. A
balanced approach is required —where essential welfare measures
are strengthened while ensuring that government resources are
allocated efficiently for long-term national development.

POLITY & GOVERNANCE



EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Descriptive Question

Q. Critically evaluate the role of freebies in India’s social
welfare and electoral landscape. Discuss the policy
reforms to balance the need for immediate welfare
support with sustainable long-term development. [15
marks] [250 words]

 APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF
ELECTION COMMISSIONER AND

(ELECTION COMMISSIONERS

Why in News: The appointment of the new Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) has been made based on the provisions
of the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and
Term of Office) Act, 2023. This marks the first instance of
such an appointment under the new law.

Key Developments

e Previously, the CEC and Election Commissioners
(ECs) were appointed by the President based on
recommendations from the government.

e InMarch 2023, the Supreme Courtruled in Anoop Baranwal
v. Union of India that a committee consisting of the Prime
Minister, the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha,
and the Chief Justice of India (CJI) would oversee these
appointments.

e However, the newly enacted law replaced the CJI with
a Union Cabinet Minister in the Selection Committee,
raising concerns about the independence of the Election
Commission.

* The constitutional validity of the 2023 Act is currently
under challenge in the Supreme Court.
Election Commission of India (ECI)

e The Election Commission of India (ECI) is a constitutional
body responsible for ensuring free and fair elections in
India.

e Itoversees elections for Parliament, state legislatures, and
the offices of the President and Vice President.

e Local body elections (municipalities and panchayats) are
conducted by State Election Commissions.
Constitutional Provisions Governing the ECI

e Article 324: Grants the ECI authority over elections
to Parliament, state legislatures, and the offices of the
President and Vice President.

e Article 325: Prohibits exclusion from electoral rolls based
on religion, race, caste, or sex.

* Article 326: Establishes universal adult suffrage as the
basis for elections.

POLITY & GOVERNANCE

ACEHAHAL

* Article 327 & 328: Empower Parliament and State
Legislatures to regulate elections through legislation.

*  Article 329: Bars courts from interfering in electoral matters.

CEC and Other Election Commissioners Act, 2023: Key
Features

* Composition of the Election Commission: The
Commission will consist of a CEC and an unspecified
number of ECs, as determined by the President.

* Selection Process:

» The President appoints the CEC and ECs based on the
recommendations of a Selection Committee.

» The Selection Committee comprises the Prime
Minister, a Union Cabinet Minister, and the Leader
of the Opposition (or leader of the largest opposition
party in the Lok Sabha).

» A Search Committee, headed by the Cabinet
Secretary, shortlists five candidates for the Selection
Committee’s consideration.

* Eligibility Criteria: Candidates must be persons of
integrity, have expertise in election management,
and have held a post equivalent to Secretary to the
Government of India.

* Term and Reappointment:

» The CEC and ECs serve for six years or until the age
of 65, whichever is earlier.

> Reappointment is not permitted.

» An EC who is appointed as CEC cannot exceed a total
tenure of six years.

* Salary & Benefits:

» The salary, allowances, and conditions of service are
equivalent to those of the Cabinet Secretary.

» They can opt for pension and retirement benefits from
their previous service.

* Removal Process:

» The CEC can be removed in the same manner as a
Supreme Court Judge.

> ECs can only be removed based on
recommendation of the CEC.

the

Concerns and Issues with the 2023 Act
Threats to the Independence of the Election Commission

e The exclusion of the CJI from the Selection Committee
has raised concerns about political influence over
appointments.

¢ The inclusion of a Union Cabinet Minister, appointed by
the government, may tilt decision-making in favor of the
ruling party.

Dominance of the Government in the Selection Committee

e Ifavacancy arises in the opposition slot, the government
appointees can dominate the selection process,
undermining bipartisan decision-making.

13
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Potential Government Influence Through Salary Structure

e Linking the CEC and ECs’ salaries to the Cabinet Secretary
instead of a Supreme Court Judge may make them more
susceptible to government influence.

Limitations of Eligibility Criteria

e Restricting eligibility to senior bureaucrats excludes other
competent individuals such as legal experts or those with
significant experience in election law.

Past Recommendations for the Selection Process

Goswami Committee (1990)

e Recommended that the CEC be appointed by the
President in consultation with the Chief Justice of India
and the Leader of the Opposition.

e For ECs, it suggested the inclusion of the CEC in the
consultative process.

National Commission to Review the Working of the
Constitution (2002)

e Suggested a Selection Committee comprising the Prime
Minister, Leader of the Opposition in both Houses,
Speaker of Lok Sabha, and Deputy Chairman of Rajya
Sabha.

Law Commission (2015)

e Recommended a committee consisting of the Prime
Minister, Leader of Opposition, and the Chief Justice of
India.

Supreme Court (2023)

* Advocated for a Selection Committee comprising the
Prime Minister, Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, and the Chief Justice of India.

The appointment process of the CEC and ECs has undergone
significant changes over time, with various committees
and judicial rulings emphasizing the need for greater
independence. The 2023 Act introduces a structured selection
mechanism, but concerns remain regarding government
influence, particularly with the exclusion of the Chief Justice
of India from the selection process. Given the Election
Commission’s crucial role in safeguarding democracy,
further reforms may be required to ensure its autonomy and
impartiality in the long run.

EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR UPSC CSE
Prelims MCQ
Q. Consider the following;:

1. Prime Minister

2. Leader of Opposition in Lok Saba

3. Lok Sabha Speaker

4. Chief Justice of India
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How many of the above are members of the Selection

Committee for the selection of Chief Election
Commissioner?

(a) Only one (b) Only two

(c) Only three (d) All four

(A[uo g pue 1) (q) :oMSUY
Descriptive Question

Q. In light of the Supreme Court’s judgement in Anoop
Baranwal v Union of India (2023), critically analyse
the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners Act, 2023 in appointing the Chief
Election Commissioner and Election Commissioners.
[10 marks] [150 words]

(WHIP SYSTEM IN INDIA )

Why in News: Recently, the Vice President of India questioned
the necessity of the whip system in the legislature, arguing
that it restricts the independence of elected representatives
and forces them into servility to their political parties.

Understanding the Whip System

Awhip is a directive issued by a political party to its members
in the legislature, instructing them on how to vote on a
particular issue. The primary objective of the whip system
is to ensure party discipline and alignment with the party
leadership’s stance.

Whip System in Parliamentary Democracies

e In many countries, political parties issue whips to
legislators as a means of ensuring voting cohesion within
the party.

e While whips are common in parliamentary systems,
adherence to them is not always mandatory.

e In India, the whip system plays a crucial role in
maintaining party discipline.

Types of Whips in India

Depending on the level of strictness, whips issued by
political parties fall into three categories:

1. One-line Whip: This is the least stringent form of a whip.
It merely informs legislators about an upcoming vote and
allows them the freedom to abstain or vote as per their
discretion.

2. Two-line Whip: This whip instructs legislators to be
present during the vote but does not mandate how they
must vote.

3. Three-line Whip: This is the strictest form of a whip. It
mandates members to be present in the House and vote
strictly according to the party’s stance.

POLITY & GOVERNANCE



Consequences of Violating a Whip

Disregarding a three-line whip can lead to disciplinary
action against the legislator.

Under the Anti-Defection Law, any legislator who defies
a three-line whip may face disqualification from the
House.

The party leader can recommend such disqualification to
the Presiding Officer of the House (the Speaker in the
Lok Sabha and the Chairman in the Rajya Sabha).

Importance of the Whip System

The Supreme Court of India has emphasized that the
whip system is necessary for the stability and functioning
of political parties.

The Chief Whip of a political party plays a pivotal role in
enforcing the whip system, assisted by additional whips.
In the Lok Sabha, the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs
serves as the Government’s Chief Whip.

In the Rajya Sabha, the Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs assumes this role.

Criticism of the Whip System

Despite its role in maintaining party cohesion, the whip
system faces significant criticism due to its restrictive nature:

1.

Curtails Freedom of Expression: The whip system forces
legislators to vote along party lines, limiting their ability
to express personal opinions or represent the specific
interests of their constituents.

Restricts Debate and Discussion: By enforcing rigid
voting patterns, the system discourages open deliberation
on critical issues, thereby reducing the overall quality of
legislative discussions.

Undermines Democratic Accountability: Legislators
often become mere instruments of their parties, rather
than representatives of the people who elected them. This
diminishes their ability to act independently in the best
interests of their constituents.

Alters the Role of the Rajya Sabha: The anti-defection
law extends to the Rajya Sabha, which was originally
envisioned as a revising chamber meant for thoughtful
deliberations. This limits its effectiveness as a forum for
diverse opinions and constructive debates.

Conclusion

The whip system ensures party discipline and the smooth
functioning of the legislature. However, it also restricts
lawmakers from freely expressing their views. While
maintaining order in legislative proceedings is essential,
allowing greater freedom to lawmakers could lead to more
meaningful, dynamic, and democratic debates in Parliament.
Abalance between party discipline and individual expression
could strengthen the legislative process and uphold
democratic principles more effectively.

POLITY & GOVERNANCE
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EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Descriptive Question

Q. The whip system in India ensures party discipline

but raises concerns about restricting legislators’
independence. Discuss the significance of the whip
system and suggest reforms to balance party cohesion
with democratic deliberation. [15 marks] [250 words]

AADHAAR AUTHENTICATION
FOR GOOD GOVERNANCE
(SOCIAL WELFARE, INNOVATION,
KNOWLEDGE) AMENDMENT
| RULES, 2025

J

Why in News: The Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) has recently notified the Aadhaar

Authentication for Good Governance

(Social Welfare,

Innovation, Knowledge) Amendment Rules, 2025. This
amendment aims to enhance inclusion and transparency in
decision-making processes.

Key Highlights
Expanding Aadhaar Authentication for Ease of Living

The goal of the amendment is to expand the use and
functionality of Aadhaar authentication in order to
support social welfare, innovation, good governance,
and the sharing of knowledge.

This will make it possible to use Aadhaar to improve
service delivery, which will improve residents’ quality
of life and give them better access to a range of services.

The change would make it easier for consumers to
access services offered by organisations other than the
government in the areas of e-commerce, travel, tourism,
hospitality, and health, among others.

The amendment makes it possible for both governmental
and non-governmental organisations to use the Aadhaar
authentication service to offer a range of services in
the public interest for related specific purposes, such
as fostering innovation, disseminating knowledge,
improving residents’ quality of life, and facilitating
improved access to services.

This would facilitate trustworthy transactions for both
service providers and service seekers.

Streamlined approval process for Aadhaar Authentication
requests

Any organisation wishing to authenticate Aadhaar must
submit an application in the format provided on a portal
for this purpose, together with the specific requirements,
to the relevant ministry or department of the federal or
state government.

UIDAI will review the applications and MeitY will grant
approval based on UIDAI'’s suggestion.

15
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Following certification by MeitY, the relevant Central or
State Government ministry or department will inform the
entity for Aadhaar usage.

It is anticipated that this revision will improve people’s
access to ‘streamlined and effective Aadhaar-enabled
services’.

It would boost collaborations between the government
and other organisations for better governance solutions
and promote the creation of creative digital solutions that
make use of Aadhaar authentication.

About Aadhaar

¢ Aadhaar is a 12-digit unique identification number issued by
the UIDAI on behalf of the Government of India.

e The UIDAI, established under the Aadhaar Act of 2016,
functions as a statutory body under the Ministry of Electronics
& Information Technology.

e Aadhaar serves as proof of identity and address across India.

* Any resident of India, regardless of age or gender, can apply
for Aadhaar after completing the UIDAT's verification process.

e Enrollment is free, and each individual needs to register only
once.

1

Free Initiative by Chahal Academy
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6

e Aadhaar numbers are unique and remain valid for life.

e Aadhaar facilitates access to services like banking, mobile
connections, and other government and private sector
services.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Prelims MCQ
Q. Consider the following statements regarding Aadhaar:

1. The Ministry of Electronics and Information

Technology oversees the implementation of
Aadhaar.

2. As observed by the Supreme Court of India, the
Aadhaar card can be used as proof of citizenship.

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect?
(a) 1 only (b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

(q) :romsuy

AHAL |

/CCH

POLITY & GOVERNANCE




SECTION

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

INDIA-CHINA: COOPERATION
AND CHALLENGES

Why in News: China and India have resumed direct
commercial flights for the first time in five years, marking a

significant step towards improving bilateral relations.

Key Developments

High-Level Diplomacy: Following a meeting between
the Indian Prime Minister and the Chinese President
in Kazan in October, India’s Foreign Secretary and
China’s Vice Foreign Minister held a comprehensive
review of bilateral relations. The outcome emphasized
implementing people-centric measures to stabilize and

strengthen ties.

Recent Diplomatic Engagements:

> December 18: India’s National Security Advisor met

with the Chinese Foreign Minister in Beijing.

> October 21: A border patrolling agreement was

reached.

» October 23: Both leaders met on the sidelines of the

BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia.

Agreed Measures:

> Resumption of the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra in

summer 2025.

» Restoration of direct flights between New Delhi and

Beijing.
» Issuance of visas for journalists and think tanks.
» Collaboration on sharing trans-border river data.

75th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations:

A series of commemorative events is planned.

Both
countries recognize 2025 as an opportunity to improve
public diplomacy, build trust, and raise mutual awareness.

Background

e Since April 2020, the Chinese People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) has amassed a large number of troops and armaments
in eastern Ladakh and other areas along the 3,488 km LAC.

e The PLA moved into Indian territory and built fortified
structures and defences, in an attempt to permanently alter the
status quo on the ground.

e While there are differences in perception of the alignment of
the LAC, both sides have, over the years, concluded a series of
agreements to maintain peace at the border.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

On May 5, 2020, clashes erupted on the north bank of Pangong
Tso in which over 70 Indian soldiers were injured.

The norm was that the Indian Army would patrol the area up
to Finger 8, and the Chinese ingress blocked this routine.

On May 9, 2020 clashes were reported at Naku La in north
Sikkim.
India responded by mobilising additional troops and

equipment to match the Chinese build-up.

Since then, both sides have amassed over 50,000 troops on each
side, deployed a range of long-range firepower and equipment,
and have undertaken massive infrastructure build-up.

Areas of Cooperation between India and China

Global Trade & Economic Engagement

» Shared interests in boosting trade, investment, and
manufacturing, despite imbalances.

» Efforts to diversify supply chains and enhance
economic ties.

Climate Change & Environmental Initiatives: Mutual
interest in addressing climate change and sustainable
development.

Reform of International Financial Institutions: Common
calls for changes in global economic governance that
reflect shifting power balances.

Diplomatic & Strategic Dialogue: High-level meetings
and informal summits (e.g. Wuhan, Mamallapuram)
aimed at maintaining dialogue and managing disputes.

Cultural & People-to-People Exchanges: Initiatives to
build mutual understanding through cultural interactions
and civil society engagement.

Areas of Challenges between India and China

Border Disputes & Territorial Issues

> Longstanding unresolved boundary disputes with
episodes like Galwan and Doklam standoffs.

> Increasing militarization and infrastructure buildup
along the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

Strategic & Military Competition

» Growing disparities in military capabilities and the
continuous enhancement of border defense systems.

» Tactical maneuvers and unilateral actions that
heighten tensions.
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* Divergent Worldviews & Political Systems

» Clashing political ideologies - India’s democratic
model versus China’s authoritarian approach.

> Different civilizational narratives (e.g. India’s
‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ vs. China’s ‘shared
destiny’).

* Economic Imbalances & Trade Dependencies: A
significant trade deficit and India’s heavy reliance on
Chinese supply chains.

* Regional Influence & Geopolitical Rivalry: Competition
over influence in the Indo-Pacific and South Asia,
including China’s expanding footprint in India’s
neighborhood.

e Trust Deficit & Unilateral Actions: Persistent distrust
fueled by unilateral shifts in the status quo and insufficient
progress on confidence-building measures.

Way Forward

* Diplomatic Engagement: It is crucial to maintain
open channels of communication to avoid any
misunderstandings or escalation of tensions.

* Reassess Defence Acquisition Plans: India needs to re-
evaluate its defence acquisition plans to ensure that they
are geared towards long-term sustainability rather than
just possessing capability.

* Allocate Adequate Funds for Defence: The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Defence has recommended that
allocation for defence should be 3% of GDP to maintain
India’s deterrent posture. The government of India
should seriously consider this recommendation and
allocate sufficient funds for defence rather than relying
on emergency armament purchases from abroad.

* Emphasize Negotiations from a Position of Strength:
India should adopt a negotiating strategy that emphasizes
its strength and power rather than capitulation. This
would involve casting a shadow of power across the
bargaining table and making it clear that India is prepared
to defend its interests.

* Border Infrastructure Development: The Development
of infrastructure along the border, such as roads and
bridges, can help both countries access remote areas
and reduce the possibility of any misunderstandings or

conflicts.
While India-China relations remain complex, recent
diplomatic initiatives and renewed people-to-people

engagement signal a potential thaw. Managing border
disputes, addressing economic imbalances, and fostering
cultural exchanges will be key to ensuring peace and
stability. With the 75th anniversary of diplomatic relations
approaching, both nations have an opportunity to reset ties,
balancing cooperation with cautious pragmatism.
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EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Descriptive Question

Q. The recent resumption of direct flights and other
people-centric initiatives between India and China
represent a genuine shift towards resolving long-
standing challenges. Comment. [10 marks] [150 words]

(INDIA-US SUMMIT )

Why in News: The Prime Minister of India visited the United
States for a significant bilateral summit, marking a new
phase of cooperation across key sectors like defense, trade,
technology, and energy.

Key Highlights from the Bilateral Summit

Launch of New Initiatives

e US.-India COMPACT for the 2Ist Century: A
comprehensive framework focusing on defense
collaboration, technology cooperation, and enhancing
bilateral commerce with a results-oriented agenda.

e TRUST Initiative (Transforming the Relationship
Utilizing Strategic Technology): Aims to boost
collaboration in critical technologies like Al, quantum
computing, and space while ensuring secure, verified
technology ecosystems.

* Autonomous Systems Industry Alliance (ASIA): A
strategic initiative to scale Indo-Pacific partnerships in
autonomous systems, including maritime surveillance
and counter-drone technology.

Defense & Security Cooperation

* 10-Year Defense Partnership Framework: Focuses on
enhancing military interoperability, co-production of
advanced systems (e.g., Javelin missiles, Stryker vehicles),
and streamlining technology sharing.

* Reciprocal Defense Procurement (RDP) Agreement:
Progress on negotiating an RDP to facilitate smoother,
faster defense trade.

* Expanded Joint Military Exercises: Plans to scale up the
tri-service “Tiger Triumph” exercise in India, alongside
deeper intelligence and logistics collaboration for Indo-
Pacific missions.

Trade & Investment Growth

* Mission 500: A commitment to double bilateral trade to
$500 billion by 2030.

* Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA): First-phase
negotiations by fall 2025, targeting market access, tariff
reductions, and supply chain diversification.

* Investment Boost: Major Indian investments in the U.S.
(e.g., $7.35 billion by Hindalco, JSW) expected to create
over 3,000 jobs, coupled with increased U.S. agricultural
exports to India.
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Energy Security and Clean Energy Partnership

e Civil Nuclear Cooperation: Agreements to build
U.S.-designed nuclear reactors in India, supported by
proposed legal reforms in India’s Atomic Energy Act.

* Strategic Oil Reserves: Joint collaboration to stabilize
global energy markets, with U.S. supporting India’s bid
for International Energy Agency (IEA) membership.

* Hydrocarbon Trade: Expansion of U.S. crude oil, LNG,
and ethane exports to meet India’s growing energy needs.

Technology & Innovation Collaboration

* Al Infrastructure Roadmap: Joint development of data
centers, computing capabilities, and Al applications for
sectors like healthcare, defense, and climate tech.

e INDUS Innovation Bridge: Space, energy, and defense
technology partnerships, including an Indian astronaut
on an Axiom mission to the International Space Station
and the upcoming NISAR satellite launch.

e Critical Minerals & Pharmaceuticals: A new Strategic
Mineral Recovery initiative to secure supplies of rare
earths and bolster pharmaceutical supply chains.

Multilateral Cooperation Initiatives
* Quad Summit in India: New commitments to boost

disaster response airlift capabilities and expand maritime
patrols.

(ACCHAHAL

The India-U.S. bilateral summit marked a turning point in the
strategic partnership, with ambitious commitments across
defense, technology, trade, and energy. The TRUST initiative,
in particular, signifies a new era of technology collaboration
and innovation. As both countries prioritize Indo-Pacific
security and economic resilience, this partnership is poised
to redefine global geopolitics and foster sustainable, shared
growth.

EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR UPSC CSE
Prelims MCQ

Q. Recently, the TRUST initiative was seen in the news.
This initiative is signed between India and:

(a) USA (b) UK.

(c) Japan (d) Australia

(e) :IOMmsuy
Descriptive Question

Q. Discuss the key takeaways and major developments
of the recent India-US bilateral summit in the field of
trade & investment, defence, technology and energy
sector. [15 marks] [250 words]

* Indian Ocean Strategic Venture: U.S.-India collaboration {INDI A-FRANCE RELATIONS )

on undersea cable projects (e.g., Meta’s 50,000 km cable
network) and securing vital sea lanes.

* Counterterrorism Collaboration: U.S. commitment to
extradite Tahawwur Rana and pressure on Pakistan to
prosecute perpetrators of 26/11 and Pathankot attacks.

People-to-People Connections

* Education & Mobility: Measures to simplify student
and professional mobility, with U.S. universities opening
campuses in India.

* Joint Action Against Illegal Activities: Cooperation
on tackling illegal immigration, human trafficking, and
organized crime.

The TRUST Initiative: A Deep Dive
* Launched by: Indian Prime Minister and U.S. President.

* Objective: To eliminate technology barriers, streamline export
controls, and promote high-tech commerce.

* Key Features:

> Government, academia, and private sector collaboration in
critical technologies.

> Fast-tracking Al infrastructure, including U.S.-India
Roadmap on Accelerating Al Infrastructure.

» Emphasis on sectors like semiconductors, quantum
computing, biotechnology, energy, and space exploration.

> Strengthened cooperation in critical minerals, with a focus
on recycling, R&D, and processing technologies.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Why in News? The Indian Prime Minister and the French
President recently held bilateral talks to strengthen
cooperation in key areas such as defense, space, civil nuclear
collaboration, health, trade, and cultural ties.

Key Takeaways from the India-France Summit

Strengthening the Strategic Partnership

e India and France reaffirmed their multifaceted and
time-tested strategic partnership, with both leaders
emphasizing their commitment to a shared vision of
global stability, security, and progress.

e The talks built upon previous bilateral roadmaps and
joint statements, ensuring a structured and forward-
looking engagement in diverse fields.

Advancing Technology & Innovation Collaboration

* Co-hosting of the Artificial Intelligence (AI) Action
Summit and the launch of the India-France Roadmap
on Al marked a significant step in technology-driven
cooperation.

e Initiatives like FRIND-X (France-India Defence Startup
Excellence) and the inclusion of Indian startups at
France’s Station F (the world’s largest startup campus)
highlight new opportunities in defense and technology
sectors.
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Strengthening Defense & Security Ties
* Defense Manufacturing Collaboration:

» France remains a trusted defense partner, supplying
cutting-edge military equipment such as Rafale
fighter jets and Scorpéne submarines.

» Both nations committed to co-developing defense
technologies, including advanced missile systems
and naval projects.

e Military Exercises & Counterterrorism Efforts:
> Enhanced joint military exercises and defense R&D
frameworks were discussed to boost interoperability.
» Counterterrorism cooperation, intelligence sharing,
and cybersecurity collaboration remain key
priorities.
Expanding Economic, Trade & Energy Partnerships
* Focus on Trade & Connectivity:

» Discussions centered on enhancing trade and
investment between the two nations.

» Emphasis was placed on the India-Middle East-
Europe Corridor (IMEC) as a means to improve
connectivity and economic integration.

* Nuclear & Renewable Energy Cooperation:

» Both leaders welcomed the first meeting of the
Special Task Force on Civil Nuclear Energy.

» France’s expertise in nuclear technology is expected
to help India expedite nuclear power projects like
Jaitapur and explore Small Modular Reactors
(SMRs) and Advanced Modular Reactors (AMRs).

> A renewed commitment was made towards clean
energy collaboration, including green hydrogen
and renewable energy solutions.
Strengthening Cultural & People-to-People Ties

* Enhanced student exchange programs, museum
collaborations, and joint cultural initiatives will further
deepen ties between the two nations.

* Health cooperation, particularly in public health
initiatives and medical research, was discussed to
bolster global pandemic preparedness.

Strengths in India-France Relations

Strong Defense Collaboration

e France has emerged as a key defense supplier to India,

providing advanced military platforms like the Rafale
jets and Scorpene submarines.

e Bothnationsarejointly developing defense technologies,
including missile engines and naval warfare systems.

e Unlike some other countries, France has been more
willing to share critical defense technologies with India
without imposing excessive restrictions.

Deep Nuclear Energy Cooperation

e France has been a long-term partner in India’s civil
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nuclear energy program, playing a crucial role in nuclear
power projects like Jaitapur.

¢ The collaboration focuses on reducing carbon footprints
and promoting clean energy solutions.

Shared Vision of Strategic Autonomy

¢ Both India and France prioritize an independent foreign
policy, resisting pressures from major power blocs like
the U.S. and China.

e They strongly advocate for multilateralism and
a multipolar global order, supporting reforms in
international institutions like the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC).

Space & Technology Partnership

* Long-standing collaboration in space exploration,
including partnerships between ISRO and CNES
(France’s space agency) on satellite launches, climate
monitoring, and deep-space missions.

e Expanding ties in Artificial Intelligence, cybersecurity,
and quantum computing,.

Focus on the Indo-Pacific Region

¢ Both nations share a common vision for a free, open, and
rules-based Indo-Pacific.

e Regular joint naval exercises and enhanced maritime
security initiatives reinforce India-France cooperation in
the region.

Counterterrorism & Security Cooperation

e Strong collaboration in
counterterrorism efforts.

intelligence sharing and

e Joint initiatives to combat radicalization and extremism.
Cultural & Educational Ties

e France has a growing Indian diaspora, contributing to
strong cultural exchanges.

e Increasing academic partnerships and scholarship
programs for Indian students studying in France.

Challenges in India-France Relations
* Bureaucratic & Project Delays

» Some large-scale projects, like the Jaitapur nuclear
power plant, have faced delays due to bureaucratic
hurdles.

* Diverging Approaches Towards China

» While India views China as a strategic rival due to
border tensions, France maintains economic ties with
China, leading to differences in policy approaches.

¢ India’s Ties with Russia

» France, being a NATO member, has sanctioned Russia
over the Ukraine war, while India continues to maintain
strong defense and energy ties with Moscow.

* Limited Trade Volume

> Bilateral trade remains below its potential, with a
trade imbalance favoring France.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS



e Competition in Third Countries

» Indiaand France sometimes have competing economic
and strategic interests in regions like Africa.

e Technology Transfer Hurdles

> Intellectual property rights (IPR) concerns and
reluctance to transfer high-end defense technologies
pose challenges to deeper defense collaboration.

* Global Geopolitical Shifts

> Differing perspectives on global conflicts (Ukraine
war, Middle East tensions, etc.) can impact long-
term diplomatic strategies.

* Political Changes in France
» Domestic political shifts, including the rise of far-
right politics in France, could impact long-term
commitments in areas like immigration, defense,
and trade.
Way Forward for Strengthening India-France Relations
* Deepening Defense & Strategic Autonomy

» Accelerate joint production of advanced defense
technologies to reduce dependency on third parties.

» Strengthen maritime security and Indo-Pacific
cooperation through expanded naval exercises and
defense agreements.

* Expanding Clean Energy & Nuclear Collaboration

» Expedite the Jaitapur nuclear project and explore
cooperation in Small Modular Reactors (SMRs).

» Collaborate on renewable energy initiatives,
leveraging France’s expertise in wind and solar
power.

* Strengthening the Indo-Pacific Partnership

» Institutionalize maritime security and infrastructure
projects in the Indo-Pacific.

» Expand engagement with regional partners like
ASEAN and the UAE for trade and security
frameworks.

* Advancing Technological & Startup Ecosystems

> Establish joint research hubs in Al, cybersecurity,
and space exploration.

» Encourage Indian and French startups to collaborate
on defense, Al, and innovation projects.

* Enhancing Trade & Investment

» Work towards a balanced EU-India trade agreement
to boost bilateral investments.

» Focus on new areas like digital infrastructure,
healthcare, and critical minerals.

* Institutionalizing Regular High-Level Dialogues

» Establish structured diplomatic mechanisms to
ensure continuity in agreements.

» Foster sub-national partnerships, such as sister cities
and university collaborations, to deepen ties.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Descriptive Question

Q. India and France have increasingly aligned their
strategicinterests in recent years, forging a multifaceted
partnership. Critically analyze the key pillars of this
partnership and the challenges that hinder its progress.
[15 marks] [250 words]

[ TROUBLED WATERS IN INDIA AND |
|SRI LANKA RELATIONS

Why in News: Recently, the Sri Lankan Navy detained 14
fishermen from Tamil Nadu’s Ramanathapuram district on
charges of poaching in Sri Lankan waters near Mannar. This
incident highlights the persistent fisheries conflict in the Palk
Bay region, which has been a longstanding source of tension
between India and Sri Lanka.

J

Key Issues

* Geographical proximity: At the closest point, the two
countries are separated by barely 10 nautical miles or
18.5 km.

¢ Historical claims: Fishermen from Tamil Nadu claim that
they and their ancestors have fished in waters beyond
the International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL) for
centuries and generations and have shared Tamil ethnic
identity.

* Declining fish stocks: A steady depletion of fish
stocks on the Indian side of the International Maritime
Boundary Line (IMBL).

* Inadvertent straying: As IMBLs are not clearly discernible
in the waters, failure of boat engines, and sudden
disturbances in weather conditions.

* Bottom trawling fishing: This technique catches a range
of marine life, such as coral and seaweed, in addition
to catching the targeted fish species and prawns. The
decline of marine resources in Palk Bay, particularly on
the Indian side, has been attributed to this approach.

* National security: Sri Lanka maintains that the practice
could jeopardize the national security of both nations.

Possible Solutions

Joint Patrolling and Maritime Cooperation

* India and Sri Lanka should conduct joint naval patrols
to monitor illegal fishing activities in the Palk Bay region.

e Establishing a coordinated surveillance system could
help deter cross-border fishing violations.

Humanitarian Approach by Sri Lanka

e The Sri Lankan government must treat the fisheries
conflict as a livelihood and humanitarian issue, rather
than merely a legal or security concern.
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e The use of excessive force by the Sri Lankan Navy should

be avoided to prevent diplomatic escalation and human
rights violations.

Revival of the Joint Working Group on Fisheries

e Regular meetings of the India-Sri Lanka Joint Working
Group on Fisheries, including representatives from
Tamil Nadu, can help address concerns and formulate
cooperative solutions.

e The group should work towards sustainable fishing
practices and alternative livelihood programs for
affected fishermen.

Leveraging Technology for Better Border Management

e GPS tracking systems should be provided to Indian
fishermen to help them navigate safely and avoid crossing
the IMBL.

* Satellite imaging and Al-based monitoring can be
used to track fishing vessels in real time, enabling
timely intervention and preventing unintentional border
violations.

Exploring the Leasing of Katchatheevu Island

e While Katchatheevu Island was ceded to Sri Lanka in
1974, India could negotiate a lease agreement allowing
Indian fishermen to operate in its surrounding waters.

e This would provide a legal and structured solution to the
long-standing dispute.

Encouraging Sustainable Fishing Practices

¢ India must phase out bottom trawling and promote eco-
friendly fishing methods to preserve marine biodiversity.

e The Indian government should provide financial aid and
training to fishermen to transition to deep-sea fishing,
reducing dependence on Palk Bay.

Diplomatic and Bilateral Engagement

¢ India and Sri Lanka must prioritize diplomatic dialogue
to find long-term solutions.

e Enhancing cooperation in marine resource management
and fisheries research will benefit both nations.

The continuing fisheries conflict between Sri Lanka and India
is a complicated matter that might affect the two countries’
bilateral ties. This issue needs to be handled sensitively
and with an openness to finding win-win solutions by both
nations. To address this issue, a thorough and integrated
strategy is required, taking into consideration the worries
of all parties involved, particularly the human rights abuses
committed against Indian fishermen in the Palk Strait.

Maritime Boundary Agreements of 1974 and 1976
e 1974 Agreement

> Defined the maritime boundary between India and Sri
Lanka, placing Katchatheevu Island on the Sri Lankan side
of the International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL).
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» Nonetheless, Katchatheevu was opened to Indian
fishermen during the yearly St. Anthony Church
celebration and net drying.

* 1976 Agreement

» The agreement further delineated the International
Maritime Boundary Line in Bay of Bengal and the Gulf
of Mannar.

INDIA

// MBLat conflict-prone area

Proposed No catch zone/
Marine protected area

° SRI LANKA

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE

Prelims MCQ

Q. The Katchatheevu island dispute is between which of
the following countries?

(a) India and Sri Lanka
(b) India and Maldives
(c) Sri Lanka and Indonesia
(d) Indonesia and Malaysia
(e) :IOMmsuy
Descriptive Question

Q. Discuss the key issues involved in the India-Sri Lanka
fisherman dispute and suggest a comprehensive
way forward for a sustainable solution. [10 marks]
[150 words]

[INDIA-INDONESIA RELATIONS ]

Why in News: Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto was
the chief guest at India’s Republic Day celebrations in New
Delhi. This marks a significant moment as the first Republic
Day chief guest in 1950 was Indonesia’s first President,
Sukarno.

During his visit, India and Indonesia signed agreements on
maritime security, health, traditional medicine, culture, and
digital cooperation, strengthening their bilateral ties.
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Evolution of India-Indonesia Relations

* Early Ties and Friendship Treaty (1951): India and
Indonesia, both committed to anti-imperialism and
democracy, signed a Treaty of Friendship in March 1951,
pledging “perpetual peace and unalterable friendship.”

e Strained Relations in the 1960s: Ties weakened as
Indonesia aligned itself with China and Pakistan.

* Renewal in the 1990s: Relations improved under India’s
‘Look East’ policy initiated by the P.V. Narasimha Rao
government.

* Strengthening Relations (2000-Present): Since 2000,
every Indonesian President and Indian Prime Minister
has exchanged visits, enhancing cooperation in political,
security, defense, trade, and cultural sectors.

Key Aspects of India-Indonesia Relations

Trade Relations

¢ Indonesia is India’s second-largest trading partner in
ASEAN (after Singapore).

¢ Bilateral Trade Growth: From $4.3 billion in 2005-06 to
$38.84 billion in 2022-23 and $29.40 billion in 2023-24.

* Key Commodities:

» Imports from Indonesia: Coal, crude palm oil,
minerals, rubber, pulp, paper, hydrocarbons.

> Exports to Indonesia: Refined petroleum,
commercial vehicles, telecom equipment, agriculture
commodities, bovine meat, steel, plastics.

Cultural Ties
e Historical connections trace back to the Ramayana, where
“Yawadvipa” (Java) is mentioned.

* During the Srivijaya era, many Indonesians studied at
Nalanda University in India.

* Modern cultural influences include Indonesian Dangdut
music, which has strong Hindustani musical elements.

Defense and Security Cooperation

e Long-standing defense ties formalized in 1951,

strengthened by agreements in 2001 and 2018.
e Joint Military Exercises:

»  Garuda Shakti (Army)

»  Samudra Shakti (Navy)

» Coordinated patrols (IND-INDO CORPAT)
Significance of Indonesia for India

e Strategic Importance

> India and Indonesia have a strategic partnership to
boost security, trade, and economic cooperation.

» India’s Andaman and Nicobar Islands are close to
Indonesia’s Aceh province, an important global trade
route.

e Military Cooperation

> Bilateral “Samudra Shakti” naval exercises have
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been conducted since 2018 in the Java and Andaman
Seas.

> Joint Development of Sabang Deep Sea Port for
enhanced naval cooperation.

* Economic Significance

» India and Indonesia have set an ambitious goal to
double their trade in five years.

» India benefits from its Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
with ASEAN, where Indonesia is a key member.

* Natural Resource Supplier
» Indonesia’s vast natural resources:

v Largest producer: Palm oil.

v" Major producer: Tin (2nd), rubber & cocoa (3rd),
coffee (4th), copper & nickel (5th).

v Leading exporter: Timber, bauxite, gold, fisheries,
rare earths, and thermal coal (recently surpassing
Australia).

President Prabowo Subianto’s visit to New Delhi early in
his tenure signifies a new era of cooperation. India and
Indonesia are poised to expand trade, boost economic ties,
enhance connectivity, strengthen maritime security, deepen
military exchanges, and collaborate on defense industries.
The agreements signed during this visit mark a significant
step toward realizing these goals.
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About Indonesia

e Indonesia is a country in Southeast Asia and Oceania,
between the Indian and Pacific oceans and comprises over
17,000 islands.

* Area and Population: Indonesia is the world’s largest

archipelagic state and the 14th-largest country by area, at
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1,904,569 square kilometers (735,358 square miles). With over
280 million people, Indonesia is the world’s fourth-most-
populous country and the most populous Muslim-majority
country.

Border Countries: Indonesia shares land borders with Papua
New Guinea, Timor-Leste, and the eastern part of Malaysia, as
well as maritime borders with Singapore, Peninsular Malaysia,
Vietnam, Thailand, the Philippines, Australia, Palau, and India.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Descriptive Question

Q. How can Indonesia act as a “Pivot” in expansion of
India’s Act East policy? Also mention the importance
of Indonesia across various sectors for India.
[15 marks] [250 words]

(NEIGHBOURHOOD FIRST POLICY )

Why in News: India’s Union Budget 2025 allocated Rs 20,516
crore to the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), emphasizing
the “Neighbourhood First” policy.

Key Budget Highlights

e Increased Allocation: The MEA’s budget saw a 15.45%
increase from the previous year, reaching Rs 20,516.61
crore.

* Focus on Neighbouring Countries: Rs 4,320 crore
— 64% of the total scheme portfolio — is dedicated
to projects in neighbouring countries, including
infrastructure development like hydroelectric plants,
power transmission lines, roads, bridges, housing, and
integrated check-posts.

* Bhutan: Remains the largest beneficiary of Indian foreign
aid, receiving Rs 2,150 crore for 2025-26, an increase from
last year’s Rs 2,068 crore.

About the Neighbourhood First Policy

The Neighbourhood First policy aims to foster cooperative,
peaceful, and mutually beneficial relationships with
India’s immediate neighbours, focusing on development,
connectivity, and stability.

Guiding Principles
The policy is built on four key pillars:
e Samman (Respect): Equal, respectful partnerships.

* Samvad (Dialogue): constructive

communication.

Regular,

* Shanti (Peace): Ensuring regional stability and conflict
resolution.

* Samriddhi (Prosperity): Promoting economic growth
and development for mutual benefit.
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Key Initiatives Under the Policy
1. Nepal:
> High Impact Community Development Projects
(HICDP) for hospitals, schools, colleges, clean

water, rural electrification, hydropower, and river
embankments.

> Enhancing connectivity through roads, digital links,
and cultural exchanges.

2. Afghanistan:
» Humanitarian assistance in the form of food and
medical supplies.
» Scholarship schemes to support Afghan students.
3. Bangladesh:
» Strengthening cross-border power, energy, and
transport linkages.

» Development projects improving infrastructure and
regional trade connectivity.

4. Bhutan:

» Hydropower development projects.

» Infrastructure support, including roads, digital links,
and energy partnerships.

5. Maldives:

» Maritime security cooperation.

> Infrastructure development, including community
projects.

» Support to overcome financial instability.
6. Myanmar:

> Infrastructure and connectivity development.
> Humanitarian aid for disaster relief and capacity
building.
7. SriLanka:
» Comprehensive development across agriculture,

power, education, culture, and human resource
development.

» Significant financial aid package to help stabilize the
economy.
Significance of the Neighbourhood First Policy
1. Continuity and Trust:
e India’s sustained assistance has built long-term goodwill,

ensuring support programs remain effective despite
changes in neighbouring countries” administrations.

2. Geopolitical Importance:
* Regional Stability: A stable neighbourhood reduces the

risk of conflicts spilling into India (e.g., refugee crises,
civil unrest).

* Multilateral Leadership: Strengthens India’s leadership
role among the Global South in global forums (e.g., WTO
negotiations).
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e Territorial Integrity: Collaborative security efforts help
counter separatist movements and maintain India’s
borders.

* Maritime Security: Partnerships with countries like
Maldives and Sri Lanka improve safety against piracy,
terrorism, and China’s growing influence (e.g., String of
Pearls strategy).

3. Economic Benefits:

* Trade and Investment: Neighbouring nations are crucial
trade partners. India promotes regional economic
integration through platforms like SAARC.

4. Cultural and People-to-People Links:

e Shared Heritage: Many neighbouring countries share
religious, linguistic, and cultural ties with India (e.g.,
Buddhism, common languages, family connections).

* Cross-border Movement: Facilitating travel for
work, education, and religious pilgrimages fosters
understanding and cooperation.

5. Regional Leadership:

e India’s proactive role in assisting neighbours positions
it as a trusted regional leader, strengthening its global
influence.

India’s Neighbourhood First Policy, backed by increased
budgetary support, highlights its commitment to fostering
development, connectivity, and regional stability. By
investing in infrastructure, humanitarian aid, and strategic
partnerships, India strengthens ties with its neighbours,
ensuring a more secure, prosperous, and cooperative South
Asia.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Descriptive Question

Q. Discuss the Significance of India’s Neighbourhood
First Policy and highlight its key initiatives.
[10 marks] 150 words]

[INDIA AS A BRIDGE BETWEEN THE

| GLOBAL NORTH AND SOUTH

Why in News: Recently, during the 18th Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas Convention, the Indian Prime Minister emphasized
India’s role in amplifying the voice of the Global South
while engaging constructively with the Global North (He
highlighted India’s active role in shaping a more inclusive
and balanced global governance framework).

Understanding the Global North and Global South
What is the Global North-South Divide?

The Global North-South divideisa geopolitical and economic
classification used by international organizations, including
the United Nations. It broadly categorizes countries based
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on their level of development, economic prosperity, political
stability, and historical trajectory.

Who Belongs to the Global North?

The Global North typically includes developed nations such
as:

¢ North America: United States, Canada
* Europe: Most European nations

* East Asia: Japan, South Korea, Taiwan
e (Qceania: Australia, New Zealand

e Middle East: Israel

Who Belongs to the Global South?

The Global South includes developing and emerging
economies:

* Asiaand Oceania (excluding Japan, South Korea, Taiwan,
and Australia)

* Africa
* Middle East (excluding Israel)
¢ Latin America

Historical Context

e The divide originates from the colonial era and the
Industrial Revolution, when European nations expanded
their economic and military dominance over large parts
of Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

e European colonization created economic disparities, as
Global North nations industrialized rapidly while the
Global South remained dependent on agriculture and
raw materials.

e Even after decolonization, economic inequalities
persisted due to factors like unequal trade, technological
gaps, and financial dependencies.

India and Global North

* Developing Strategic Alliances: India’s ties with nations
such as the US, EU, and Japan are centred on topics like
technological exchange, economic cooperation, and
defence cooperation.

* Climate Leadership: By supporting programs like the
International Solar Alliance (ISA) and the Coalition for
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI), India is taking
the lead in combating climate change. For example,
Mission LiFE and the Global Development Compact.

* Multilateral Forum Participation: India actively
participates in multilateral forums like the UN, BRICS,
and G20 in order to influence international policy and
promote the interests of developing countries.

* Promoting Cultural and Educational Exchanges: This
includes academic partnerships, student activities, and
cultural festivals, with the goal of fostering interpersonal
relationships and improving understanding.

* Economic Diplomacy: India has attracted the
attention of both developed and developing countries
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by demonstrating its effectiveness in creating and
implementing digital public infrastructure, such as the
Universal Payments Interface (UPI) and the Aadhaar
biometric identity program.

India and the Global South

* First responder: India is developing capacity to become
the first responder to the Global South. For instance, the
Vaccine Maitri campaign during Covid-19 and the India-
UN Capacity Building Initiative.

* Global Climate Agenda: India supports Common but
Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR) to ensure
equitable burden on developed and developing countries.

¢ Development of the global south: By working on
developmental projects in a variety of areas, such as
housing, health, education, and the environment, we
may improve connectivity and economicinterconnections.

* Economic support: India is also providing Global South
nations with fiscal, financial, and humanitarian support
to help them deal with economic difficulties and resolve
crises. For example, India has so far provided 5 billion
dollars in line of credit and grant assistance to Sri Lanka
during its economic crisis.

Challenges for India as a bridge

* Geopolitical Rivalries: China and India are competing
for influence in Asia and Africa, which is causing rivalry
in development and investment initiatives.

* Balancing Divergent Interests: The Global South
places a higher priority on infrastructure development,
poverty alleviation, and access to essential services,
while the Global North concentrates on concerns like
trade, climate change, and technology breakthroughs.

* Economic  Disparities:  International financial
institutions frequently put conditionalities and debt
loads on developing nations, which might impede their
ability to thrive.

e Institutional Reforms: India’s push for reforms in global
governance institutions, such as the UNSC, is met with
resistance from established powers.

* Resource Crunch: India faces resource constraints,
including financial limitations, inadequate mineral
resources, and developmental challenges. Thus,
balancing domestic priorities with its international
commitments requires careful planning and resource
allocation.

Way forward

*  Multi-Alignment: India needs to maintain strong ties
with the western powers like the U.S. and Europe
while deepening its relations with the Global South.
Example: India recently participated in G7 as a guest
country as well as leading the Global South through the
Non-Aligned Movement.

* Leveraging Common Agendas: In order to encourage
cooperation between developed and poor countries,
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India can highlight common global issues including
healthcare, digital transformation, and climate change.
For instance, during its G20 presidency in 2023, India was
instrumental in achieving climate financing obligations
for poor nations, therefore bringing the goals of the
Global North and the demands of the Global South into
alignment.

* Cultural Diplomacy: India maintains trust across
geopolitical boundaries by using its rich cultural legacy,
democratic principles, and historical non-alignment
position. For instance, the International Solar Alliance
(ISA), Yoga Diplomacy, and India’s growth of diplomatic
posts in Africa have all contributed to the improvement
of ties between the two blocs.

EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR UPSC CSE
Prelims MCQ
Q. Consider the following countries

1. Japan 2. South Korea

3. Israel

How many of the countries given above is/are part of the
global south?
(a) Only one (b) Only two
(c) All three (d) None

(p) :omsuy

Descriptive question

Q. Discuss the challenges and opportunities in India’s
faces while balancing Global North and South
and suggest measures to enhance its effectiveness.
[15 marks] [250 words]

(GAZA STRIP )

Why in News: The US President recently proposed that the
United States take ownership of the Gaza Strip and redevelop
it. This proposal comes alongside earlier suggestions that
Palestinians should relocate from the region — an idea
that faced strong opposition globally, especially from Arab
nations.

Key Details:

* Proposal Overview: The US President suggested that
America could take control of Gaza and transform it into
the “Riviera of the Middle East,” implying a vision of
redevelopment and modernization.

* Displacement Controversy: Previously, the US President
had indicated that neighbouring countries should
accommodate displaced Palestinians, an idea that was
promptly rejected by Arab nations. This new proposal

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS



continues to raise concerns about the displacement of
Gaza's population.

Repercussions of the Proposal:

Violation of UN Resolutions: The proposal challenges
long-standing United Nations Security Council (UNSC)
and General Assembly (UNGA) resolutions that uphold
Palestinians’ right to self-determination — a stance India
has consistently supported.

Against the Will of the People: The President’s assertion
that Gazans may not wish to return contradicts on-
ground reports showing thousands of people returning
to North Gaza after the ceasefire.

Worsening the Refugee Crisis: Transforming Gaza into
a luxury destination implies mass displacement of its
current population, potentially turning Palestinians into
stateless refugees scattered across the region.

Global Reactions to the Proposal:

Israel’s Response: Israel’s Prime Minister appeared
receptive to the idea, emphasizing the need to ensure that
Gaza no longer poses a security threat to Israel.

Saudi Arabia’s Stance: Saudi Arabia firmly reiterated
its commitment to the establishment of an independent
Palestinian state, stating that “a permanent and just
peace cannot be achieved without the Palestinian people
obtaining their legitimate rights.”

Egypt and Jordan: Both countries strongly oppose
any plans to resettle Palestinians within their borders,
emphasizing that Gaza’s future must respect Palestinian
sovereignty.
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Geographical Location: The Gaza Strip is a small coastal
territory along the eastern Mediterranean Sea.

Political Context: It forms one of the two Palestinian
territories, alongside the West Bank, constituting the State of
Palestine.

Size and Dimensions: The Gaza Strip stretches 41 kilometers
(25 miles) in length, with a width ranging from 6 to 12
kilometers (3.7 to 7.5 miles), covering a total area of 365 square
kilometers.

Borders:
> Shares a 51-kilometer (32-mile) border with Israel.

An 11-kilometer (7-mile) border with Egypt near the city of
Rafah.

The Gaza Strip remains a focal point of geopolitical tensions,
and any proposals affecting its future are bound to evoke
widespread diplomatic, humanitarian, and security-related
consequences. The latest US proposal brings renewed global
attention to the region, igniting debates on sovereignty,
displacement, and the path to lasting peace.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Prelims MCQ

Q. Consider the following statements about the Gaza

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(c) Both 1 and 2

Strip:
1. It shares a border with Egypt, Israel and Jordan.

2. Cities such as Khan Younis and Rafah are located in
the Gaza strip.

(b) 2 only
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
(q) :romsuy

(INDIAN OCEAN CONFERENCE 2025)

Why in News: India’s Minister of External Affairs recently
addressed the 8th Indian Ocean Conference in Muscat, Oman,
under the theme “Voyage to New Horizons of Maritime
Partnership.” This conference brought together key regional
and global stakeholders to deliberate on fostering maritime
cooperation and tackling emerging challenges in the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR).

Key Highlights from the Address

1.

Global Context & Maritime Relevance

The Minister acknowledged the rapidly evolving
global landscape marked by geopolitical upheavals and
economic disruptions.

He emphasized the Indian Ocean’s pivotal role as a
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global lifeline, supporting production, consumption,
and international connectivity, underscoring its strategic
importance in global trade and energy flows.

Regional Challenges

Middle East/West Asia: Ongoing conflicts in the region
are impacting global shipping routes and affecting
economic stability.

Indo-Pacific Dynamics: Rising geopolitical tensions
and disputes highlight the importance of upholding
international law to ensure peace and stability.

Developmental Constraints: Local challenges such
as economic slowdowns, debt crises, and disrupted
connectivity (a colonial-era legacy) were acknowledged
as key barriers to growth.

Maritime Security: Concerns were raised about
safeguarding Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs),
protecting fishing rights, combating illegal trafficking,
and countering maritime terrorism.

India’s Contributions and Initiatives in the Region

The Indian External Affairs Minister detailed India’s
multifaceted approach to fostering regional stability and
growth through:
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Economic Stabilization: India provided a USD 4 billion
aid package to Sri Lanka to support its economic recovery
during the recent financial crisis.

Connectivity Projects: Key infrastructure projects were
highlighted, including;:

> India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor
(IMEC)

» India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway (IMTT)

» International North-South Transport Corridor

(INSTC)

Disaster Response: India showcased its role as a ‘first
responder’ during conflicts and natural disasters in
regions like Yemen, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri
Lanka, and Tiirkiye, including responses to oil spills.

Plurilateral Cooperation: India

frameworks such as:

supports regional

» Quad initiative (India, the US, Japan, and Australia)

» ReCAAP Centre (Regional Cooperation Agreement
on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against

Ships in Asia)

Maritime Safety & Security: India established the
International Fusion Centre for enhanced maritime
domain awareness, deployed coastal surveillance radars,
and advanced White Shipping Agreements (information
sharing about commercial non-military vessels).

Naval Capacity Building: India continues training and

equipping navies and coast guards of friendly countries
like Vietnam, Mauritius, Mozambique, and Sri Lanka to
enhance regional maritime security.

Digital Infrastructure & Cyber Security: India
emphasized creating secure and resilient digital
communication networks, positioning itself as both
a trusted technology partner and infrastructure
developer.

Bridging Indo-Pacific Divides: India reiterated its
commitment to promoting regional unity, adherence to
UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea), and strengthening regional partnerships.

Institution Building: India supports and strengthens
regional institutions like IORA (Indian Ocean Rim
Association), BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation),
IONS (Indian Ocean Naval Symposium), and the Indian
Ocean Conference.

Indian Ocean Conference 2025

The Indian Ocean Conference was started by the India
Foundation in 2016 in Singapore, with participation
from 30 countries.

In the last 8 years, the Conference has emerged as the
flagship consultative forum for countries in the region
over regional affairs.

The Conference endeavours to bring critical states and
principal maritime partners of the region together on a
common platform to deliberate upon the prospects of
regional cooperation for Security and Growth for All in
the Region (SAGAR).

About India Foundation

India Foundation is an independent research centre focused
on the issues, challenges and opportunities of the Indian

polity.

The Foundation believes in understanding contemporary
India and its global context through a civilizational lens of a
society on the move.

Based on the principles of independence, objectivity and
academic rigour, the Foundation aims at increasing awareness
and advocating its views on issues of both national and
international importance.

It seeks to articulate the Indian nationalistic perspective on
issues.

India Foundation’s vision is to be a premier think tank that
can help understand the Indian civilizational influence on our
contemporary society.

With a team of dedicated professionals based at its office
in New Delhi, the Foundation works with partners and
associates both in India and overseas to further its stated
objectives.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Prelims MCQ

Q. The annual Indian Ocean Conference is organised by:

(a) Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)
(b) Indian Ocean Commission (IOC)

(c) Ministry of External Affairs

(d) India Foundation

(p) :1omsuy

(CRISIS
| REPUBLIC OF CONGO

IN THE DEMOCRATIC]

J

Why in News: The conflict in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC) has once again drawn global attention following
the M23 militia’s capture of Goma — a vital, mineral-rich city
bordering Rwanda.

Key Details

Casualties and Displacement: According to United
Nations estimates, the ongoing conflict, which reignited
in January, has led to over 2,900 deaths, displaced nearly
7,000 people, and left many others injured.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Conflict Expansion: The fighting has now spread
southward, with rebels advancing toward Bukavu, the
provincial capital of South Kivu, another resource-rich
area in eastern DRC.

MARCH 23 (M23) MOVEMENT
B One of about 100 armed factions
vying for a foothold in mineral-rich

eastern DRC

DEM.REP.
OF CONGO

[ Kinshasa

B Rwandan-backed group consists
primarily of ethnic Tutsis who failed
to integrate into Congolese army

B Led major insurgency against \
the DRC government in 2012, took up
arms again in 2022. Group is estimated to 500km
have 6,500 fighters 310 miles
A Mount
Nyiragongo
Direction
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B Latest rebel advance has forced
thousands to flee Goma. The city of
two million people is a vital
humanitarian aid hub for the region

[l UN and global powers fear conflict
could spiral into regional war similar
to those of 1996-1997 and
1998-2003 that killed millions
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Historical Background of the Conflict

The roots of the conflict trace back to ethnic tensions and
colonial legacies in the region, particularly between the
Tutsis and Hutus:

¢ Colonial Rule: Rwanda was colonized by Germany and
later Belgium, both of which favored the Tutsi minority
by granting them administrative roles. This led to
resentment among the Hutu majority.

* 1959 Revolution: A violent Hutu uprising ensued,
resulting in the deaths of 20,000 Tutsis. King Kigali V
fled, and a Hutu-led government emerged.

e Independence: In 1960, Belgian-administered elections
solidified Hutu political dominance. Two years later,
Rwanda gained independence, and Grégoire Kayibanda
became the nation’s first president.

This ethnic division, which spilled over into the DRC,
continues to fuel present-day conflicts, with armed groups
like M23 claiming to protect Tutsi interests.

About the Democratic Republic of Congo

* Geography: The DRC is Africa’s second-largest country
and the eleventh-largest globally. It boasts a short
coastline along the Atlantic Ocean and shares borders
with nine nations — Central African Republic, South
Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania, Zambia,
and Angola.

* Natural Resources: The Katanga Plateau is amajor mining
hub, rich in valuable minerals such as cobalt, copper, tin,
radium, uranium, and diamonds — resources that often
intensify the conflict.

e Capital: Kinshasa, located along the Congo River, holds
the distinction of being the only river in Africa that
crosses the equator twice.

* Language: French is the official language, while Kituba,
Lingala, Swahili, and Tshiluba are also widely spoken
across different regions.

The ongoing conflict in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo is deeply rooted in historical ethnic divisions and
competition for resource control. The seizure of strategic
cities like Goma and Bukavu underlines the continuing
instability in the region, necessitating international attention
and humanitarian intervention to prevent further casualties
and displacement.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Prelims MCQ

Q. Recently, the extremist organization Mouvement du 23
Mars (M23) was in the news. It operates in:

(a) Democratic Republic of Congo (b) Egypt
(d) Yemen

(e) :romsuy

(c) South Sudan

US EXIT FROM KEY GLOBAL
INSTITUTIONS

Why in News: On his first day in office, the U.S. President
signed an executive order initiating the process of
withdrawing the United States from the Paris Agreement
and the World Health Organization (WHO).

Key Details: Reasons for withdrawal

* Unfair Economic Burden: The President argued that
commitments under the Paris Agreement and financial
contributions to WHO place an excessive economic
burden on American taxpayers.

* Energy Regulations Impact: Compliance with the Paris
Agreement’s energy regulations is projected to lead to job
losses, harm American manufacturing, and reduce GDP
by an estimated $2.5 trillion by 2035.

* Distrustin Member Countries: Concerns over the misuse
of funds by beneficiary nations and skepticism regarding
WHO'’s handling of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Impact of exit

* Shortage of funds: The USA is the largest contributor of
funds to the WHO, somewhere between 12% to 15% in
2022-23. Also, the US is responsible for funding around
21% of UNFCCCs core budget.

¢ Institutional breakdown: The U.S.s withdrawal will
likely lead to a loss of jobs, a reduction of work, and
less ability to do the functions in WHO and its allied
activities.

* Leadership vacuum: The departure of the USA from the
Paris Agreement and WHO will likely create a leadership
vacuum in global climate governance and health
governance.

* Domino effect: The USA withdrawal may encourage
other member countries to take an exit from the Paris
Agreement and WHO, thus negatively affecting world
governance.

* Impact on lower-income countries: The US stepping
back may curtail efforts to provide lifesaving healthcare
and combat climate disasters, especially in lower-income
countries without the means to do so.

WHO'’s Funding System
WHO gets money from two main sources:
1. Assessed Contributions (AC) (Fixed Membership Fee)

2. Voluntary Contributions (VC) (Donations for Specific
Projects)

Assessed Contributions (AC) — The Fixed Membership Fee
e Each country that is a part of WHO has to pay a fixed amount

of money every year as a membership fee.

e This money is used for WHO's regular expenses, like paying
salaries to permanent staff and maintaining its offices.
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e This is important because it ensures that WHO can function
properly even if other funding sources are uncertain.

e The U.S. President argued that America was paying too much
compared to other countries. This was one of the reasons the
U.S. decided to leave.

Voluntary Contributions (VC) — Donations for Specific Projects

e Apart from membership fees, WHO also gets extra money
from countries and private donors. This money is not fixed
and depends on who is willing to give.

e These funds are used for specific health programs, such as:
> Polio elimination

> Primary healthcare improvement

> Fighting  antimicrobial resistance

infections)

(drug-resistant

> Example: If WHO gets money for polio elimination, it
cannot use that money for another emergency, like an
Ebola outbreak.

Impact on India

* Impact on Health Initiatives: India is one of the largest
recipients of WHO support, thus could face delays or
reduced funding for its health initiatives.

e Slow down collaborative efforts: The absence of US
support might slow down collaborative efforts between
Indian organisations and the WHO, potentially
impacting initiatives aimed at tackling antimicrobial
resistance, improving maternal and child health, and
strengthening health systems.

* Research and Development Initiative sector: Reduced
global funding could hinder innovation in areas like
vaccine research and public health infrastructure as
well as climate-resilient practices.

e Affect Indian efforts in climate change: The loss of US
expertise and data-sharing mechanisms facilitated by
the Paris Agreement could impact India’s ability to stay
at the forefront of addressing global climate challenges.

PRELIMS SPECIAL

Paris Agreement

e The Paris Agreement is a legally binding international treaty
on climate change.

e It was adopted by 196 parties at the UN Climate Change
Conference (COP21) in Paris, France, on 12 December 2015. It
entered into force on 4 November 2016.

e Its overarching goal is to hold “the increase in the global
average temperature to well below 2°C above pre-industrial
levels” and pursue efforts “to limit the temperature increase
to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.”

e Since 2020, countries have been submitting their national
climate action plans, known as nationally determined
contributions (NDCs). Each successive NDC is meant to
reflect an increasingly higher degree of ambition compared to
the previous version.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

e The US will now join Iran, Yemen, and Libya as the only
countries to currently stand outside the Paris agreement.

EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR UPSC CSE

Prelims MCQ

Q. Consider the following organisations / agreements:
1. Paris agreement
2. World Health Organization
3. United Nations

USA is the member of how many of the above
organizations?

(a) Only one (b) Only two

(c) All three (d) None
(ATuo ¢€) (B) :TOMSUY
Descriptive Question

Q. Discuss the implications of USA’s withdrawal from
the key global institutions such as World Health
Organization and Paris Agreement. [15 marks]
[250 words]

(UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL |

Why in News: Recently, U.S. President Donald Trump made
two major decisions:

1. The U.S. will no longer be involved with the United
Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC).

2. The US. will continue to stop funding the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
(UNRWA).

These actions align with the interests of Israel, whose Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was visiting Washington
when this decision was announced.

About UNRWA

e The United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA)
provides aid, healthcare, and education to millions of
Palestinian refugees living in:

» Gaza
» West Bank (including East Jerusalem)
»> Syria
» Lebanon
» Jordan
e Why did Trump stop funding UNRWA?

» During his first term (2017-2021), Trump cut off UNRWA
funding because he questioned its effectiveness.
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» Trump also said that Palestinians needed to agree to peace
talks with Israel before receiving U.S. funding.

> Israel has accused UNRWA of supporting anti-Israel
propaganda and even having links to terrorist activities.

» Trump has decided to continue the funding freeze in his
second term.

Why is the U.S. leaving the UNHRC?

The Trump administration accuses the UNHRC of being
biased against Israel.

The U.S. has criticized the UNHRC for not making
enough reforms.

Trump had already withdrawn the U.S. from the council
in 2018 during his first term (2017-2021).

Under President Joe Biden (2021-2025), the U.S. rejoined
the council for a term from 2022-2024.

Now, with Trump back in office in 2025, he has again
withdrawn the U.S. from the UNHRC.

The US and Israel accuse the UNHRC of being anti-
Semitic.

Impact of US and Israel’s Withdrawal from UNHRC

Undermining Multilateralism: It weakens the
international framework that supports human rights
accountability and erodes trust in multilateral institutions
among global partners.

National Image and Credibility: The withdrawal raises
questions about the moral leadership of countries that
have historically championed human rights.

Reduced Accountability and Effectiveness: The absence
of key nations diminishes the Council’s capacity to hold
violators accountable.

» Reduced participation can lead to decreased funding,
diminished expertise, and lower overall effectiveness
of the Council.

Implications for Victims: Reduced international
oversight can limit avenues for redress and protection for
vulnerable populations. This may embolden regimes or
policies that disregard human rights obligations.
Erosion of Global Norms: Withdrawing major players
may weaken the normative framework that underpins
international human rights protections.
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United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC)

The Human Rights Council is the main intergovernmental
body within the United Nations responsible for human rights.

Established in 2006 by the General Assembly, it is responsible
for strengthening the promotion and protection of human
rights around the globe.

The Council, composed of 47 Member States, provides a
multilateral forum to address human rights violations and
country situations.

It responds to human rights emergencies and makes

recommendations on how to better implement human rights
on the ground.

The Council benefits from substantive, technical, and
secretariat support from the Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights (OHCHR).

The Human Rights Council replaced the former United
Nations Commission on Human Rights.

Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland

The Human Rights Council consists of 47 Member States
elected directly and individually by a majority of the 193
states of the UN General Assembly.

» Elections take place every year.

> Seats are equitably distributed among the five UN regional
groups, with one-third of the members being renewed each
year.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Prelims MCQ

Q. Theheadquarters of the United Nations Human Rights

Council (UNHRC) is located in:
(a) New York (b) Vienna
(c) London (d) Geneva

(p) :1omsuy

[INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL
| COURT

J

Why in News: US President Donald Trump has signed an
executive order that places sanctions on the International
Criminal Court (ICC).

Key Details

According to a White House official, the sanctions are in
response to the ICC’s investigations into U.S. citizens
and its allies, including Israel.

The sanctions impose a ban on ICC officials from entering
the United States.

The executive order imposes financial and visa sanctions
on individuals, along with their family members, who
assist in the ICC’s investigations related to US citizens or
its allies.

PRELIMS SPECIAL

About International Criminal Court (ICC)

Founding year: The International Criminal Court was founded
in 2002

Goal of ICC: The goal of ICCis to hold individuals accountable
for war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide, and acts

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS



of aggression, particularly when member states are either

unwilling or unable to prosecute these crimes themselves.

¢ Jurisdiction: The ICC has jurisdiction over crimes committed

ACEHAHAL

by nationals of its member states, as well as crimes that take
place within those countries’ territories, regardless of the
perpetrator’s nationality.

Difference between International Court of Justice and International Criminal Court

International Court of Justice

International Criminal Court

Establishment

The ICJ is the principal judicial organ
of the United Nations (UN).

It was established in 1945 by the
United Nations charter, and it consists
of 15judges elected by the UN general
assembly and the security council.

Established in 2001, the ICC is
an independent international
organisation that was created by a
treaty called the Rome Statute.

It is the first permanent, treaty-
based, international criminal court
created to help end impunity for the
perpetrators of the most serious of
international crimes.

Operation and powers

The ICJ] is concerned with state
responsibility rather than individual
culpability.

A judgment of the ICJ can determine
whether a state party to the case has
breached international law and order
reparations

It will not identify individual

perpetrators or assign individual
responsibility.

The ICC is a criminal court that
seeks to establish individual criminal
responsibility for the most serious
international crimes.

The ICC can impose prison
sentences, order fines and seizure
of assets derived from the crimes
committed. It also has the power to
issue reparations to victims. It cannot
impose the death penalty.

Jurisdiction

The ICJ is a general court for the
settlement of disputes between states
and can accept disputes regarding
any question of international law,
including such issues as border
disputes , diplomatic immunity,
environmental protection, genocide
and more.

The ICC’s jurisdiction is more limited.
It covers crimes that were committed
in the territory of, or by the nationals
of, one of the 124 member states of the
Rome Statute.

The ICC can deal with crimes
conducted anywhere in the world,
should the UN security council ask it
to do so.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE

Prelims MCQ

Q. Consider the following statements:

1. The International Criminal Court can impose (a) 1 only

prison sentences and also has the power to impose
the death penalty.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

(c) Both 1 and 2

2. The International Court of Justice is concerned
with state responsibility rather than individual
culpability.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(b) 2 only
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
(q) :remsuy
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ECONOMY & AGRICULTURE

HIGHLIGHTS OF ECONOMIC
SURVEY 2024-25

Why in News: The Economic Survey 2024-25 was recently
released, providing a comprehensive analysis of India’s
economic performance over the past year and offering key
policy recommendations ahead of the Union Budget.

Key Highlights of Economic Survey
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Real GDP GVA estimates

» India’s Real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and
Gross Value Added (GVA) growth estimated at 6.4%
in Financial Year (FY) 2025 (First Advance Estimates).

» The Real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth is
projected to be between 6.3% and 6.8% in Financial
Year (FY) 2026.

Capital Expenditure trends

» Capital Expenditure (Capex) improved continuously
from Financial Year (FY) 2021 to FY 2024, and post-
general elections, it grew Year-on-Year (YoY) by 8.2%.

» Capital Expenditure (Capex) on key infrastructure
sectors grew at a rate of 38.8% from FY 2020 to FY
2024.

Status of Inflation:

» RBI and the IMF project India’s consumer price
inflation will align with target of 4 per cent in FY 2026.

» Retail headline inflation softened from 5.4 per cent in
FY 2024 to 4.9 per cent in April -December 2024.

Status of Banks

» Bank credit has grown at a steady rate with credit
growth converging towards deposit growth.

» GNPA of scheduled commercial banks declined to a
12-year low of 2.6 per cent

» 3.6 lakh crore realized in resolution of 1,068 plans
till September 2024 under insolvency and bankruptcy
code.

Status of Share Market

» X11.1 lakh crore mobilised through equity and debt
till december 2024, a 5% increase than previous year.

> Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) stock market
capitalization to Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
ratio stood at 136%, far higher than China (65%) and
Brazil (37%).

Export Sector

» Opverall exports grew by 6 per cent, services by 11.6
per cent (YoY) in the first nine months of FY 25.

» India ranks 2nd largest exporter in the world in
telecommunications, computer, & information
services.

> India’s services export growth surged to 12.8 percent
during april-november FY 25, up from 5.7 per cent
in FY 24.

» Forex at usd 640.3 billion, sufficient to cover 10.9
months of imports and 90 percent of external debt.

Agriculture and Allied Sector:

» Agriculture and allied activities sector contributes
approximately 16% of the country’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) for Financial Year (FY) 2024
(Provisional Estimate - PE) at current prices.

» Kharif foodgrain production is expected to reach
1,647.05 Lakh Metric Tonnes (LMT), an increase of
89.37 LMT from the previous year.

» Fisheries sector showed the highest Compound
Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 8.7%, followed by
livestock with a CAGR of 5.8%.

Renewable Energy

> Installed electricity generation capacity from non-
fossil fuel source accounts for 46.8 per cent of the total
capacity.

» Additional carbon sink of 2.29 billion tonnes co2
equivalent has been created between 2005 and 2023.

Social Sector

> Social services expenditure registers an annual
growth rate of 15 per cent from FY 21 to FY 25.

» Government health expenditure increases from 29.0
per cent to 48.0 per cent; expenditure by people on
health declines from 62.6 percent to 39.4 per cent

Employment
» Unemployment rate declines to 3.2 per cent in 2023-
24 from 6.0 per cent in 2017-18.

» Growing digital economy and renewable energy
sectors provide enhanced opportunities for job
creation, essential for achieving Viksit Bharat's vision.

» PM-Internship scheme emerges as transformative
catalyst for employment generation

ECONOMY & AGRICULTURE



ACEHAHAY
The total receipts other than borrowings and the total

expenditure are estimated at X 34.96 lakh crore and
% 50.65 lakh crore respectively.

The net tax receipts are estimated at X 28.37 lakh crore.
The fiscal deficit is estimated to be 4.4 per cent of GDP.

The gross market borrowings are estimated at I 14.82
lakh crore.

Capex Expenditure of %11.21 lakh crore (3.1% of GDP)
earmarked in FY 2025-26.

Four engines of development as outlined in the Budget

36

Agriculture As the 1st Engine of Development

>

>

Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana -
Developing Agri Districts Programme

Building Rural Prosperity and Resilience: A
comprehensive multi-sectoral programme to be
launched in partnership with states to address
under-employment in agriculture through skilling,
investment, technology, and invigorating the rural
economy.

Aatmanirbharta in Pulses: Government to launch a
6-year “Mission for Aatmanirbharta in Pulses” with
focus on Tur, Urad and Masoor.

National Mission on High Yielding Seeds: A
National Mission on High Yielding Seeds to be
launched aiming at strengthening the research
ecosystem, targeted development and propagation of
seeds with high yield, and commercial availability of
more than 100 seed varieties.

Fisheries: Government to bring a framework for
sustainable harnessing of fisheries from Indian
Exclusive Economic Zone and High Seas, with
a special focus on the Andaman & Nicobar and
Lakshadweep Islands.

MSMEs as the 2nd Engine of Development

>

Revision in classification criteria for MSMEs: The
investment and turnover limits for classification of all
MSMEs to be enhanced to 2.5 and 2 times respectively.

Credit Cards for Micro Enterprises: Customized
Credit Cards with 5 lakh limit for micro enterprises
registered on Udyam portal, 10 lakh cards to be issued
in the first year.

Fund of Funds for Startups: A new Fund of Funds,
with expanded scope and a fresh contribution of %
10,000 crore to be set up.

Scheme for First-time Entrepreneurs: A new scheme
for 5 lakh women, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes first-time entrepreneurs to provide term-loans
upto X 2 crore in the next 5 years announced.

Investment as the 3rd Engine of Development

>

Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0: The cost
norms for the nutritional support to be enhanced
appropriately.

Atal Tinkering Labs: 50,000 Atal Tinkering Labs to be
set up in Government schools in next 5 years.

Broadband Connectivity to Government Secondary
Schools and PHCs: Broadband connectivity to be
provided to all Government secondary schools
and primary health centres in rural areas under the
Bharatnet project.

Public Private Partnership in Infrastructure:
Infrastructure-related ministries to come up with a
3-year pipeline of projects in PPP mode, States also
encouraged.

Support to States for Infrastructure: An outlay of
1.5 lakh crore proposed for the 50-year interest free
loans to states for capital expenditure and incentives
for reforms.

Asset Monetization Plan 2025-30: Second Plan for
2025-30 to plough back capital of X 10 lakh crore in
new projects announced.

Urban Challenge Fund: An Urban Challenge Fund of
% 1 lakh crore announced to implement the proposals
for ‘Cities as Growth Hubs’, ‘Creative Redevelopment
of Cities” and ‘Water and Sanitation’, allocation of X
10,000 crore proposed for 2025-26.

e Exports as the 4th Engine of Development

>

Export Promotion Mission: An Export Promotion
Mission, with sectoral and ministerial targets, driven
jointly by the Ministries of Commerce, MSME, and
Finance to be set up.

BharatTradeNet: ‘BharatTradeNet’” (BTN) for

international trade to be set-up as a unified platform
for trade documentation and financing solutions.

Critical Analysis and Scrutiny of the Budget

* Overly Optimistic Fiscal Consolidation Targets

>

The target to reduce the fiscal deficit to 4.4% of GDP by
FY26 relies on ambitious revenue projections (11.2%
growth in tax revenues), which appear unrealistic.

Reasons why the target is unrealistic:
¢ Tax cuts announced in the Budget.

¢ Economic headwinds like softening consumption
and weak external demand.

4 Risks of crowding out private investment due to
high net market borrowings (X11.54 lakh crore).

¢ Underperformance of previous asset monetization
plans, raising doubts about the new 2025-30
strategy.

* Unsustainable Tax Reforms: While the tax relief for
incomes up to %12 lakh benefits the middle class, it
risks:

>

Revenue loss of X1 lakh crore, limiting funds for
critical infrastructure and social welfare.

ECONOMY & AGRICULTURE



» Erosion of the tax base amid a structural decline in
household savings (18.4% of GDP in FY23).

» Long-term questions about balancing tax cuts with
investments needed for inclusive growth.
* Manufacturing Ambitions Lack Depth

» Production-Linked Incentives (PLIs) show limited
scalability, and the sector remains stagnant at 17% of
GDP.

» Key gaps in the manufacturing sector:

¢ Low R&D investment (0.64% of GDP), lagging
behind competitors like China and Germany.

¢ No concrete measures to address regulatory
inefficiencies, infrastructure gaps, or innovation
deficits.

¢ Revised MSME criteria may improve scale but fail
to resolve core competitiveness issues.

* Superficial Agricultural Reforms: Initiatives like the PM
Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana focus on credit access, but
they overlook systemic issues like:

» Continued reliance on short-term debt without
tackling price volatility or market access.

» No strategy to boost agricultural exports (e.g. millets,
natural farming).

» Precision support in 100 districts ignores broader
inefficiencies in agricultural markets.

*  Weak External Sector Strategy
» Overdependence on IT/services exports (10.5%
CAGR) with inadequate diversification efforts.
> Reasons for persistent trade deficit:

¢ Insufficient scale of initiatives like Bharat Trade
Net (BTN).

¢ No fiscal push for value-added sectors (pharma,
renewables, electronics) to integrate into global
supply chains.

¢ Lack of measures to address rupee depreciation
and declining forex reserves.

* Incremental Climate Action

» Clean-tech incentives (e.g. lithium-ion recycling, solar
PV support) are pragmatic but lack ambition.

» There are no major investments in grid modernization
or industrial decarbonization.

» There is a fragmented approach to energy transition,
missing a holistic roadmap for a low-carbon economy.

Conclusion

e The Budget's success hinges on resolving core
contradictions like balancing private enterprise with
inclusive development, boosting consumption without
further eroding household savings and accelerating
growth while maintaining macroeconomic stability.

ECONOMY & AGRICULTURE
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EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Descriptive Question

Q. The government laid out an ambitious road map for
Viksit Bharat, spanning agriculture, manufacturing,
micro, small and medium enterprises (MSME), social
welfare, and infrastructure, but the Budget's policy
announcements and fiscal plans need closer scrutiny.
Comment. [10 marks] [150 words]

~\

[ BUDGETARY ALLOCATIONS FOR
| THE AGRICULTURE SECTOR

Why in News: The agriculture sector has been described
as the first engine of growth by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the Union Budget. Several schemes have been
announced, but some farmers’ groups are unhappy, saying the
budget will increase farming costs while reducing support for
farmers.

J

Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana

e A new scheme aimed at benefiting 1.7 crore farmers in
100 districts where crop production is low.

e The goal is to boost agricultural productivity in these
areas through better support.

e Likely to include financial aid, improved irrigation,
technology adoption, and other incentives to help
farmers grow more crops.

*  Why is this important?
> Many districts in India struggle with low crop yields
due to poor soil, lack of water, or outdated farming
techniques. This scheme is expected to help farmers
in these districts improve their production and
income.
Reduction in Budget Allocation for Agriculture

* The total budget for the Department of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare has been reduced by %3,905.05 crore
compared to last year’s revised estimates.

¢ Current allocation: X1,27,290.16 crore
* Last year’s revised allocation: X1,31,195.21 crore

e This means that overall funding for agriculture has been
cut, which could affect several existing schemes.

Reduction in Crop Insurance Allocation:

e The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (Crop Insurance
Scheme) has received %3,621 crore less than last year.

* New allocation: 12,242 crore (previous year: X15,864
crore).

¢ This could affect farmers’ ability to get compensation for
crop losses.
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Reduction in Fertilizer Subsidy
e New allocation: X1,56,502.44 crore
e Last year’s revised allocation: X1,83,003.29 crore
e Reduction: ¥26,500.85 crore
*  Why is this significant?
» The government provides subsidies on fertilizers to
ensure that farmers get them at low prices.

» With reduced funds, the cost of fertilizers could go
up, making farming more expensive for small and
marginal farmers.

» This could increase the overall cost of food
production and lead to higher food prices for
consumers.

Increase in Loan Limit under the Modified Interest
Subvention Scheme

* Loan limit under Kisan Credit Card (KCC) increased
from X3 lakh to %5 lakh.

*  Who benefits?

» 7.7 crore farmers, including fishermen and dairy
farmers.

*  What does this mean?

» Farmers can borrow more money at lower interest
rates for short-term needs like seeds, fertilizers, and
equipment.

» This helps them manage cash flow and invest in
better farming practices.

*  Why is this important?
» Many farmers depend on credit for their farming
activities.

» With higher loan limits, they can borrow more
at affordable rates instead of relying on private
moneylenders who charge high-interest rates.

Aatmanirbhar (Self-Reliance) in Pulses — New Mission for
6 Years

¢ Focus on increasing production of pulses like tur, urad,
and masoor.

¢ Indiaimports alot of pulses, leading to price fluctuations.

e This mission aims to increase domestic production,
reduce dependence on imports, and stabilize prices.

* Why is this important?
> Pulses are a key source of protein in Indian diets.
» Encouraging local production will ensure better
income for farmers and stable prices for consumers.

X100 Crore Allocation for Makhana Board in Bihar

e Makhana (Fox nut) is a popular food product grown
mainly in Mithilanchal region of Bihar.

e In 2022, it received a Geographical Indication (GI) tag,
which means it is officially recognized as a specialty of
Bihar.
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e The government announced a special Makhana Board to
improve its production, processing, value addition, and
marketing.

e This will help over 5 lakh farmers, most of whom belong
to economically weaker sections.

e The districts benefiting from this move include
Darbhanga, Madhubani, Sitamarhi, Saharsa, Katihar,
Purnia, Kishanganj, Araria, Supaul, and Madhepura.

Increased Funding for Fisheries and Animal Husbandry

* Allocation increased by 1,500 crore compared to last
year’s revised estimates.

*  Why is this important?

» Fisheries and livestock are important for rural
economies, providing employment and nutrition.

» More funds mean better infrastructure, disease
control, and export support.

Reduction in Basic Customs Duty (BCD) on Certain Fish
Products

* BCD on frozen fish paste (Surimi) reduced from 30% to 5%.

* BCD on fish hydrolysate (used in shrimp/fish feed) reduced
from 15% to 5%.

e Why was this done?

» To make India more competitive in global seafood
exports.

> Lower import duties mean lower production costs for
seafood companies.

» This will help India’s seafood industry grow and compete
in international markets.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Descriptive Question

Q. Discuss the key budgetary measures for the agriculture
sector and their potential impact on farmers,
agricultural productivity, and rural livelihoods in
India. [15 marks] [250 words]
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([KEY BUDGET ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR WOMEN'’S FINANCIAL
 INDEPENDENCE

Why in News: The Union Budget for this year focuses on
enhancing the financial independence of women and
creating a supportive work environment for them. The
government aims to increase women’s participation in
economic activities to 70%, meaning more women should
have jobs or run businesses.

J
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Women'’s Entrepreneurship Loan Scheme

Empowering Women in India

Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao

Vigyan Jyoti
Programme

Gender Budget
Since 2005

Mahila Shakti
Kendra

National Creche
Scheme

Sukanya
Samriddhi Yojna

Pradhan Mantri
Matru Vandna
Yojna

Homes
Registered in
Women's Names
under the

Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana

A new scheme has been introduced under which 5 lakh
women will receive entrepreneurship loans over the
next five years.

The loan amount can be up to X2 crore per woman
entrepreneur.

The goal of this scheme is to help women start or expand
businesses, which will boost employment, innovation,
and economic growth.

These loans are likely to come with lower interest rates
or easy repayment options, though the exact details will
be clarified in policy guidelines.

Why is this important?

» Many women face difficulties in getting loans due to
lack of collateral or financial support.

» This scheme will remove financial barriers and
encourage more women to become business owners.

Total Allocation for the Women and Child Development
Ministry

Major

The government has allocated %26,889 crore to the
Women and Child Development Ministry.

This is an increase from the Revised Estimate of 323,182
crore last year.

Last year’s budget had allocated %26,092 crore, but the
actual spending was lower.

The increase in funds means the government is focusing
more on programs for women and children.

Allocations within the Women and Child

Development Ministry
Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0 — 21,960 crore

ECONOMY & AGRICULTURE
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What is this program?

» It is a nutrition and childcare program aimed at
improving the health of women and children.

> Saksham Anganwadi is an initiative to upgrade
Anganwadi centers with better facilities, nutrition
support, and early childhood education.

> Poshan 2.0 is a continuation of the POSHAN
Abhiyaan (National Nutrition Mission), which aims

to reduce malnutrition, anemia, and stunting among
children.

Why is this important?
» Malnutrition affects the physical and mental

development of children.

» Improved Anganwadi centers help mothers and
children by providing nutritious food, healthcare
services, and early education.

> This program will directly benefit millions of women
and children, ensuring a healthier next generation.

Mission Vatsalya — 1,500 crore

L]

What is Mission Vatsalya?

» This program focuses on child protection services
and welfare of children in need.

» It supports orphaned, abandoned, or vulnerable
children by providing them care, shelter, and
rehabilitation.

Why is this important?

» Indiahas alarge number of orphaned and abandoned
children who need government support.

» This scheme ensures that these children receive
education, healthcare, and a safe environment.

» Thebudget for this program has increased from 1,391
crore to 1,500 crore, showing the government'’s focus
on child welfare.

Response from Women’s Organizations and Industry
Bodies

Women’s organizations and industry groups have
welcomed these budget measures.

Why?
» The loan scheme will help more women become

entrepreneurs.

» The increase in funding for child welfare and
nutrition programs will improve women’s and
children’s well-being.

> These steps contribute to women’s empowerment,
which is essential for economic development.
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EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Descriptive Question

Q. The Union Budget for this year has introduced several
measures to enhance women’s financial independence

Women'’s Entrepreneurship Loan Scheme and increased
allocations for programs like Saksham Anganwadi &
Poshan 2.0 and Mission Vatsalya in promoting gender
empowerment and inclusive growth. [15 marks]
[250 words]

(INSURANCE SECTOR )

Why in News: In the budget 2025, the finance minister
announced a proposal to raise the FDI limit in the insurance
sector to 100%.

Key Details

* Increase in limit: FM said that the Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) limit for the insurance sector will be
raised from 74 to 100 percent.

e Target companies: This enhanced limit will be available
for only those companies which invest the entire premium
in India.

*  More reforms assessed: Further the different guardrails
and conditionalities associated with foreign investment
at present will be reviewed and simplified.

About Insurance Sector in India

Insurance
Sector

Changes to acts related to Insurance Sector: The
government has also sought public comments on
proposed changes to the Insurance Act, 1938, the Life
Insurance Corporation Act, 1956, and the Insurance
Regulatory and Development Authority Act, 1999.

and Chi].d Welfare. Discuss the Signiﬁcance Of the Signiﬁcance of 100% FDI in Insurance sector

Reduce Unwanted Expenditures: A large portion of
India’s population and insurable assets remain uninsured,
which escalates the risk of high out-of-pocket expenses
and places significant pressure on public finances.

Achieve “Insurance For All”: The proposal will help
the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority
(IRDAI) to achieve its pledge of “Insurance for All” by
2047.

Create a strong “Insurance Economy”: A 100 per cent FDI
allowance would ensure long-term capital availability,
enabling insurers to adopt emerging technologies,
strengthen distribution networks, and enhance market
competitiveness.

Invite Foreign Investments: The move is also expected to
attract global insurance firms, generate employment, and
simplify foreign investment by removing the requirement
for overseas investors to collaborate with Indian partners.

Advantage to Consumers: The proposal is likely to lead
to better product offerings, enhanced customer service,
and competitive pricing, ultimately improving insurance
penetration and narrowing the protection gap.

Life Insurance
(~70% market
share)

Non-Life
Insurance/Gener
all Insurance
(~30% market
share)

Health Motor
Insurance Insurance

e Insurance in India covers both public and private sector
organisations. It is listed in the Seventh Schedule of
India’s Constitution as a Union List subject, meaning it *
can only be legislated by the Central government.

* Legal Structure: The Insurance Act of 1938 was the first
legislation governing all forms of insurance to provide
strict state control over insurance business. Life insurance
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Fire Insurance

Marine Other general
Insurance insurance

in India was completely nationalised on 19 January 1956,
through the Life Insurance Corporation Act.

Regulatory Authority: The primary regulator for
insurance in India is the Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India (IRDAI) which was
established in 1999 under the government legislation
called the Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority Act, 1999.
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* Global scenario:

» Currently, India is the 10th-largest insurance market
in the world. India’s total premium volume in 2022
stood at US$ 131 billion, up from US$ 123 billion, a
surge of 6.5% YoY.

> As per Swiss Re’s report, India is projected to become
the sixth-largest insurance market in 2032, surpassing
Italy, Canada, South Korea, and Germany.

Way Forward

* Consistent Transformation: The insurance sector in India
has played a vital role towards the steadiness and growth
of the Indian economy. It has gone through significant
transformation over the past few decades, driven by
regulatory reforms.

e Tech driven Industry: The adaptation of the latest
technologies and the rising customer awareness
(especially after COVID-19 pandemic) has established a
strong base for the industry to flourish in the near future.

* High Economic Value: As per IRDAI the insurance
market in India is expected to touch US$ 222 billion by
2026. Additionally, IRDAI has adopted a new mission of
‘Insurance for All’ 2047, that is expected to increase the
insurance penetration, while ensuring the ease of doing
business for the insurers.

* Highest growth in India: As per Swiss Re, the insurance
sector in India is projected to grow the fastest among
the G20 countries, with the total premium projected to
grow at an average of 7.1% as compared with the global
average of 2.4% between 2024-28.

* Innovation will Drive Expansion: Despite the various
challenges that the industry faces, they present an
opportunity for the various stakeholders in the sector to
innovate and expand the sector further.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Descriptive Question

Q. “Insurance sector has seen a major boom in recent
decades in India”. Explain the statement and highlight
the implications of the recent increase in FDI limit for
the Insurance sector. [15 marks, 250 words]

(UNION BUDGET: INDIAN

| RAILWAYS

Why in News: In the Union Budget 2025, the highest-ever
capital allocation of Rs. 2.65 lakh crores has been alloted for
the Ministry of Railways.

J

Key Details: Budget Overview

e This allocation will support the continued development
and modernisation of India’s railway network, with
a particular emphasis on increasing revenue from both
passenger and freight services.

ECONOMY & AGRICULTURE
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* Revenue: The Railways’ internal revenue for 2025-26 is
estimated to be Rs 3,02,100 crore. This is an increase of
8.3% over the revised estimate for 2024-25.

e Trafficrevenue: In 2025-26, 99.8% of revenue is estimated
to be raised from traffic operations (Rs 3,01,400 crore).

> 62% of traffic revenue is estimated to come from
freight services (Rs 1,88,000 crore), and 31% from
passenger services (Rs 92,800 crore).

» In 2025-26, revenue from freight and passenger
services are estimated to increase by 4.4% and 16%
over the previous year, respectively.

* Revenue Expenditure: The total revenue expenditure in
2025-26 is estimated at Rs 2,99,059 crore, an increase of
7.7% over the revised estimate of 2024-25.

* Capital expenditure: In 2025-26, capital expenditure is
estimated at Rs 2,65,200 crore, the same as the revised
estimate for 2024-25. In both 2024-25 and 2025-26, the
budgetary support from the central government is
estimated at Rs 2,52,200 crore, financing 95% of the capital
expenditure in these years.
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Initiatives and Focus Areas in the Budget for Railways
* Private Investment in Freight Infrastructure

» General Purpose Wagon Investment Scheme:
Private investment in general-purpose wagons.

» Liberalised Wagon Investment Scheme: Investment
in specialized wagons, including Roll-on-Roll-off
services.

» Automobiles Freight Train Operator
Private wagons for automobile transport.

Scheme:
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> Wagon Leasing Scheme: Leasing wagons via PPP
models.

e Station Modernization: Amrit Bharat Station
Redevelopment Scheme: Upgrade 1,337 stations with
improved access, kiosks for local products, and business
lounges.

* Freight Capacity Expansion
» Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFCs): Operationalize

Eastern and Western DFCs (2,741 km) to increase
freight speed (48-54 kmph).

» National Rail Plan (NRP) Targets: Achieve 45% rail
modal share in freight by 2030 and increase average
freight speed to 50 kmph.

* Passenger Services

» Amrit Bharat Non-AC Trains: Introduce non-AC
sleeper and general coaches.

» Vande Bharat Trains: Expand AC chair car (136
operational) and sleeper variants (post-trials).

» Bharat Gaurav Trains: Promote tourism with mixed
AC/non-AC coaches.

e Energy Efficiency

> Electrification: 97% of broad-gauge routes electrified
by 2025-26.

» Renewable Energy Targets: Install 30 GW solar/
wind capacity by 2030.

e Safety Measures: Kavach System: Automatic train
protection system deployed on 1,465 route km (31,547
crore spent).

Challenges in Indian Railways

* Financial Sustainability
» High operating ratio (98.43% in 2025-26), limiting
surplus for capital investments.
» Over-reliance on central government grants (95% of
capital expenditure).
» Cross-subsidization of passenger services by freight
revenue.
* Freight Sector

» Declining modal share (26% in 2021-22 vs. 36% in
2007-08).

» Over-dependence on coal (52% of freight revenue),
posing risks due to decarbonization goals.

» Competition from road transport due to poor first/
last-mile connectivity.

* Passenger Services

» Losses in most classes (e.g. Sleeper: -¥17,038 crore in
2021-22).

» Stagnant growth in non-AC segments (e.g. Ordinary
Class: -10% annual growth).

e Infrastructure Constraints

» Network congestion (80% of high-density routes over
100% capacity).
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» Backlog in asset renewal (334,319 crore for rolling
stock, tracks, etc.).

* Energy and Efficiency

» Slow adoption of renewable energy (375 MW solar,
103 MW wind by 2024).

> Rising specific energy consumption in freight
operations.
Way Forward
* Enhance Freight Competitiveness

> Accelerate  DFC completion and develop new
corridors (east-west, north-south).

» Improve first/last-mile connectivity via Gati Shakti
cargo terminals (91 of 354 commissioned).

» Diversify freight mix (e.g. containers, chemicals,
FMCGs).

¢ Financial Reforms

» Rationalize passenger fares to reduce losses while
ensuring affordability.

» Boost non-fare revenue (e.g., ads, land monetization)
to meet the 20% target by 2030.

> Expand PPP models for station redevelopment and
infrastructure projects.

* Modernization and Safety

» Scale up Kavach coverage and prioritize track
renewal / electrification.

> Address staff training gaps to reduce accidents (68%
caused by human error).

* Sustainable Growth

> Fast-track renewable projects and open electricity
procurement in all states.

» Align coal transportation plans with decarbonization
targets.

* DPolicy Clarity
> Define social vs. commercial objectives (per NITI
Aayog recommendations).

» Implement 8th Pay Commission and unified pension
scheme judiciously to manage salary/pension costs.

Conclusion

To ensure the long-term sustainability and efficiency of Indian
Railways, a balanced approach is needed, one that boosts
freight competitiveness, modernizes infrastructure, ensures
financial viability, and enhances safety measures. Strategic
investments, policy clarity, and sustainable energy adoption
will be key to transforming the railways into a more efficient
and future-ready transport system.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Descriptive Question

Q. What are the various challenges plaguing the effective
Operations and management of Indian Railways? Discuss the
solutions for these challenges. [15 marks] [250 words]
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(INCOME TAX BILL, 2025

Why in News: Recently, the Income Tax Bill, 2025, was tabled
in Parliament, marking a significant step toward simplifying
the language and structure of the Income Tax Act, 1961.

Need of the bill

Eliminating intricate language: Textual and structural
simplification is needed for improved clarity and
coherence.

Removal of redundant and repetitive provisions for
better navigation.

Reorganisation of sections logically to facilitate ease of
reference.

Key provisions of the bill

Standardised ‘Tax Year: The Income Tax Bill 2025
introduces a standardised ‘Tax Year,” a 12-month period,
replacing the dual financial year and assessment year
system. This change is beneficial for new businesses or
professionals as their tax year commences from the date
they establish their business or profession or generate a
new source of income.

Simplicity for taxpayers: No new changes to tax slabs,
rates, return filing, or income tax heads have been made,
ensuring continuity for taxpayers while simplifying the
legislative framework.

Old vs News tax regime: The new tax regime retains the
old tax regime, providing taxpayers with the option to
choose between the two.

No alteration in taxable income: Salary income, income
from real estate, company or professional earnings and
gains, capital gains, and income from other sources are
the five categories of taxable income that have not altered.

Changes in TDS and TCS: The bill introduces Tax
Deducted at Source (TDS) and Tax Collected at Source
(TCS) provisions for various income sources, including
salaries, professional fees, interest income, and rent.
Non-compliance with these regulations will result in
default status and a 1% monthly interest charge on
outstanding amounts. The Income Tax Board (ITB) has
consolidated these provisions under Section 393 of the
Income Tax Bill 2025.

Presumptive taxation scheme: The bill adds the concept
of ‘profit claimed to have been actually earned’ while
computing business income in presumptive taxation
scheme. The new tax bill simplifies compliance for small
and medium businesses and professionals, enabling
more taxpayers to leverage the presumptive taxation
scheme without the hassle of maintaining detailed
books of accounts.

Virtual digital assets: Virtual Digital Assets (VDAs), such
as cryptocurrencies, non-fungible tokens (NFTs), and
other digital assets, have been formally classified under
the “assets” category in the Income Tax Bill 2025. For
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tax reasons, this categorisation places VDAs in the same
category as shares, jewellery, paintings, drawings, and
real estate.

Conclusion

The Income Tax Bill, 2025, marks a crucial step in
making tax laws simpler and more accessible. By
reducing complexity, improving clarity, and streamlining
compliance, it ensures a taxpayer-friendly approach
while maintaining continuity in tax rates and structures.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Prelims MCQ

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(c) Both 1 and 2

Income Tax Bill, 2025:

1. It proposes new changes to the tax slabs to bring
modernisation.

2. It classifies cryptocurrencies under the category of
‘assets.’

(b) 2 only
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
(q) oMmsuy

(BHARAT TEX 2025

)

Why in News: Recently, the Prime Minister of India addressed
the Bharat Tex 2025 at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi.

About the Bharat Tex 2025

The largest and most extensive event in the textile
industry, the Bharat Tex Platform has a giant exhibition
that showcases the whole textile ecosystem.

It organised more than 70 conference sessions,
roundtables, panel discussions, and master seminars.
Exhibitions with Start-ups Pavilions and Special
Innovation are part of it.

Additionally, it features design challenges, tech tanks,

startup pitch fests, and innovation fests modelled on
hackathons.

Bharat Tex 2025 attracted over 5000 exhibitors, 6000
international buyers from more than 120 countries,
politicians, and global CEOs.

This event is greatly increasing exports, investments,
and the textile industry’s overall growth.

Textile sector India

Contribution to economy: The textile industry contributes
nearly 2% to the country’s GDP, 10% to industrial
production, and 8.21% to India’s overall exports.
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* Global trade: Sixth largest exporter of textiles, with a
3.91% share in world textile exports.

* Production: The domestic textile and apparel production
is approximately US$175.7 billion.

* Employment generation: The sector provides direct
employment to over 45 million people, including a large
number of women and the rural population.

* Export value: Currently, 23 lakh crore, with a target to
increase this to 9 lakh crore by 2030.

Challenges faced by India’s textile sector

e Pollution: The industry uses various chemicals, acids,
industrial enzymes, and alkaline solutions. These
chemicals and pollutants are directly released into the
environment without any treatment, which can pose
serious health risks.

» Microfibre  pollution: Textile manufacturing
processes and water used during manufacturing
lead to about half a million tonnes of microfibre
pollution, most of it dumped in rivers and oceans.

* Raw material issues: An unhealthy over-reliance on
cotton imports from other countries, leading to rising
raw material prices and supply bottlenecks.

* Unorganised sector: Only 5% of the apparel industry
is classified as organised, leading to industrial
fragmentation and skill shortages along with issues of
economies of scale.

*  Water consumption: Studies show that the production of
one cotton shirt requires up to 2700 litres of water.

* Electricity consumption: Spinning and fabric production
processes are very energy intensive, with a “total of 34%
of all energy being used for spinning, 23% for weaving,
and 38% for chemical processing. The textile industry
in India currently has the lowest efficiency in energy
utilisation as compared to other energy-consuming
industries.

* Mass and fat consumption: Nearly 1 kg of textile waste
a year per person in a country of 120 crore + people.
Almost 85% of all the clothes used end up in the landfills.

Solutions

* Recycling and Upcycling: Many companies are using
their waste and converting it into unique garments,
thereby contributing to the global circular economy.
For example, textile brands like Pomogrenade and The
Second Life have implemented the sustainable concept
of upcycling.

* Sustainable energy: Many textile factories are
progressively installing rooftop solar panels, which not
only reduce the usage of fossil fuels but also promote
energy efficiency. For example, Welspun.

* Eco-conscious water management and dyeing process:
Reusing wastewater in manufacturing processes and
applying water recycling systems will reduce the overall
water footprint and promote water management in the
sector.
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* Biodegradable textiles: Advancement in material
science has supported the production of textiles that
naturally decompose, which will help in reducing the
environmental impact.

Government Initiatives

* Schemes for Capacity Building and Development in Textile
Sector (SAMARTH)

» Aims to address skilled manpower requirements in the
textile sector.

» Formulated under the “Skill India” initiative by the
Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship.

* Amended Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme (ATUES)

» Promotes ease of doing business and employment
generation.

» Supports the Make in India initiative with “Zero Effect and
Zero Defect” in manufacturing.

» Provides credit-linked Capital Investment Subsidy (CIS)
for purchasing benchmarked machinery.

¢ National Technical Textile Mission (NTTM)

» With an outlay of 1480 crore, the scheme aims to develop
and promote the use of technical textiles.

» The scheme integrates technical textiles into flagship
missions, national programs, and strategic sectors.

* The PLI Textiles Scheme

» The incentive structure has been designed in a way that
will incentivise industry investment in the production of
technical textiles, high-value MMF fabric, and clothing.

» This will significantly boost the expanding high-value
MMEF market.

» Over 7.5 lakh new jobs will be created in this sector, which
will also generate over Rs. 19,000 crore in new investment
and a total turnover of over Rs. 3 lakh crore.

* PM-MITRA (PM Mega Integrated Textile Region and
Apparel Parks)

> Establishes 7 PM-MITRA Parks on Greenfield/
Brownfield sites. under the Make in India initiative to
boost employment generation

» Provides world-class infrastructure, including plug-and-
play facilities.

* Integrated Processing Development Scheme (IPDS)
> Helps the textile industry meet environmental standards.

» Supports the establishment and upgradation of Common
Effluent Treatment Plants (CETPs).

»> Targets existing textile processing clusters and new
processing parks, especially in coastal zones.

Conclusion

To ensure the sustainable growth of India’s textile sector,
a balanced approach is needed, one that integrates eco-
friendly practices, reduces raw material dependency, and
enhances energy efficiency. With innovation, policy support,
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and responsible manufacturing, the industry can thrive while
minimizing its environmental footprint.

EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR UPSC CSE
Prelims MCQ

Q. Consider the following statements regarding India’s
textile sector:

1. It is the largest employment-generating sector in
India.

2. India is the second largest exporter of textiles.

3. Recently, India launched the 1st edition of Bharat
Tex in New Delhi.

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) Only one (b) Only two
(c) All three (d) None

Aquo ¢ (e) Iomsuy

Descriptive Question

Q. The textile sector in India plays a crucial role in
the economy, contributing significantly to revenue,
employment, and exports. However, it faces multiple
challenges, including environmental concerns, raw
material dependency, and high energy consumption.
Discuss these challenges in detail and suggest viable
solutions and policy measures to ensure its sustainable
growth. [250 words] [15 marks]

(LIQUIDITY PUSH )

Why in News: The Reserve Bank of India, on a review of
current liquidity and financial conditions, has decided to
conduct a few operations to inject liquidity into the banking
system.

Key Details

e These were the measures announced by India’s Central
bank:

» OMO purchased auctions of Government of India
securities for an aggregate amount of 360,000 crore
in three tranches of 20,000 crore each to be held on:
January 30, 2025, February 13, 2025, February 20,
2025.

» b56-day Variable Rate Repo (VRR) auction for
a notified amount of 350,000 crore to be held on
February 7, 2025.

» USD/INR Buy/Sell Swap auction of USD 5 billion
for a tenor of six months to be held on January 31,
2025.

ECONOMY & AGRICULTURE
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Why is there a Liquidity Issue?

Negative Balance of Payments:The swing from surplus
to deficit was led by balance of payments turning deep
negative from Q3FY25 onwards with outflows in both
FPI and FDL

Low Capital Inflows : It implies that capital inflows are
not enough to fund the current account deficit, forcing
the RBI to bridge the gap by selling dollars.

Sale of dollar: The substantial dollar sales by RBI have

drained banking system liquidity by Rs 3.9 trillion in
FYTD25

Delayed Impact: Liquidity from the government enters
the market with a time lag, causing fluctuations in overall
liquidity.

PRELIMS SPECIAL

About Open market operations

* Open market operations are a monetary policy tool. They are
employed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to:

» Regulate liquidity in the banking system
» Influence interest rates and
» Control inflation

e The RBI conducts OMO by purchasing and selling
government securities and bonds in the public financial
domain or the open market. The term “open market” implies
that these transactions occur openly in the financial market
between the RBI and other financial institutions or investors.

* How does the RBI manage liquidity through OMO?

» When the RBI wants to inject liquidity into the banking
system, it purchases government securities from:

¢ Commercial banks and
¢ Other financial institutions

» This infusion of funds increases the amount of money
available to banks for lending and investment purposes.

e How does OMO help in controlling inflation?

» OMO is popularly used to control inflation. The RBI
conducts OMO when it perceives that:

4 There is excess liquidity in the system
4 This excess can lead to inflationary pressures

» Insuch ascenario, RBI sells government financial securities.
This action:

4 Absorbs excess liquidity

4 Reduces the money supply and

4 Curbs inflationary pressures
Variable Repo Rate (VRR)

* Variable Repo Rate (VRR) is a short-term liquidity adjustment
tool used by the RBI to provide funds to the banking system.
The RBI has the discretion to conduct overnight or longer-term
repo auctions at either fixed or variable rates, depending on
market conditions and other relevant factors.
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e In this mechanism, banks borrow funds at an interest rate
determined through an auction process.

e The RBI decides the auction amount. It operates under the
Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF).

About USD/INR Buy/Sell Swap auction

e It's a forex tool whereby the central bank uses its currency to
buy another currency or vice versa.

¢ InaDollar-Rupee buy/sell swap, the central bank buys dollars
(US dollars or USD) from banks in exchange for Indian Rupees
(INR) and immediately gets into an opposite deal with banks
promising to sell dollars at a later date.

e Forex swaps help in liquidity management and (in a limited
way) helps in keeping the currency rates in check.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE

Descriptive Question
Q. What are the various tools available with RBI to
manage Liquidity in Economy?

Explain in light of recent steps taken by RBI to increase
liquidity in the system.[10 marks, 150 words]

(TAX AVOIDANCE )

Why in News: The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has
issued new guidance on the Principal Purpose Test (PPT),
which applies to tax treaties that India has signed with other
countries. The new guidelines clarify when and how the PPT
will apply and specifically state that certain older tax treaty
benefits will not be affected.

What is the Principal Purpose Test (PPT)?

e The PPT is a rule that helps prevent tax avoidance by
ensuring that people or companies cannot misuse tax
treaties just to reduce their tax liability.

e If a person or company claims a tax benefit under a
treaty, but the main purpose of their transaction is only
to avoid taxes, the tax department can deny the benefit
using the PPT rule.

e This rule is part of India’s Double Taxation Avoidance
Agreements (DTAAs) with different countries.

Example:Imagine a company from Country A sets up a
shell company in Country B only because Country B has
a favorable tax treaty with India. If the real purpose of this
company is just to reduce taxes and not to conduct genuine
business, the Indian tax department can deny tax benefits
under the PPT rule.

New PPT Guidelines Will Apply Prospectively (Future
Transactions Only)

e Thenew PPT rules will only apply to future transactions.

e This means that past transactions or existing investments
will not be affected by the new rule.
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e This gives businesses and investors clarity and certainty
that their past arrangements will not suddenly become
invalid.

Why is this important? If the PPT rule applied retroactively
(to past transactions), companies and investors would face
legal uncertainty and tax disputes. This decision provides
stability for businesses operating under older tax agreements.

Grandfathering Provisions for India’s Tax Treaties with
Cyprus, Mauritius, and Singapore Will Not Be Affected

What is a Grandfathering Provision?

A grandfathering provision is a special rule that protects
certain older tax benefits even if new rules come into effect.

e India has signed Double Taxation Avoidance
Agreements (DTAAs) with several countries, including
Cyprus, Mauritius, and Singapore.

e In these agreements, India made specific treaty-based
commitments that allow companies or investors from
these countries to continue enjoying tax benefits under
the older rules.

e The new PPT guidelines will NOT override these
commitments.

Example:If a company from Mauritius has been investing

in India and enjoying certain tax benefits under the

older DTAA, the new PPT rule will not take away those
benefits. The tax treatment will continue as per the specific
grandfathering provisions of the DTAA.

Tax Authorities to Use BEPS Action Plan 6 and the U.N.
Model Tax Convention for Guidance

* BEPS Action Plan 6 refers to international tax guidelines
designed to prevent tax treaty abuse.

e The U.N. Model Tax Convention provides rules on how
countries should structure tax treaties to avoid double
taxation and prevent tax evasion.

e The CBDT has encouraged tax authorities in India to
refer to these guidelines when interpreting the PPT
rule.

¢ However, India has made some reservations on specific
matters, meaning it may not fully agree with every part
of these global rules.

Why is this important?

e Tax officers will have clearer instructions on how to
apply the PPT rule.

e This will reduce legal disputes between taxpayers and
tax authorities.

e It will also make sure that the PPT rule is applied in a
fair and standardized manner.
About Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA)

* Double Taxation agreements merely seek to do away with
Double Taxation in instances of cross-border income
flow. They are widely pursued by nations to prevent a
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situation where international economic activities are
discouraged.

A Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA)
is a pact signed by two nations that encourages
capital investment, trade in goods and services, and
other economic activities between the two nations by
preventing International Double Taxation.

This suggests that there are agreed-upon tax rates and
jurisdictions for certain types of income that originate in
one country and are received by tax residents of another
country.

Objectives of DTAA

» The main purpose of a DTAA is to ensure that income
earned by a resident of one country is not taxed twice,
once in the country of residence and again in the
country where the income is earned.

> By lowering the tax burden on international
transactions, DTAAs encourage businesses and
individuals to engage in cross-border trade and
investment.

» DTAAs offer clear rules and guidelines on how
income from various sources will be taxed, providing
taxpayers with certainty and stability.

> DTAAs often include provisions to prevent tax
evasion and avoidance by promoting the exchange of
information between tax authorities of the contracting
countries. This helps detect and address tax fraud
and make sure that taxpayers pay their share of taxes.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Descriptive Question

Q. What do you understand by the Principal Purpose

Test under Double Tax Avoidance Agreement (DTAA)?
How does DTAA help in reducing tax avoidance?
[10 marks] [150 words]

[RECIPROCAL TARIFFS AND THEIR |
IMPLICATIONS FOR INDIA’S
[ECONOMY

J

Why in News: Recently, the US President unveiled his plan
to hit the whole world with “reciprocal tariffs.”.

Reciprocal tariffs

A reciprocal tariff is a tax or trade restriction that one
country places on another in response to similar actions
taken by that country.

The idea behind reciprocal tariffs is to create balance in
trade between nations.

If one country raises tariffs on goods from another, the
affected country might respond by imposing its own
tariffs on imports from the first country.

ECONOMY & AGRICULTURE
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The goal of this response is to correct trade imbalances,
maintain jobs, and safeguard local companies.

Trade barriers may rise back and forth as a result of
reciprocal tariffs, thereby sparking a trade war that hurts
both economies.

These circumstances have the potential to hinder
economic growth, boost consumer prices, and upset
supply systems.
Instead of using reciprocal tariffs to resolve trade disputes,
it is crucial that nations engage in open communication
and cooperation.

Impact on India

Bilateral trade: India exports nearly $74 billion worth
of goods to the US in 2024; the implementation of these
tariffs would impose annual financial losses between $2
billion and $7 billion.

Affects competitive edge: Higher tariffs on Indian
products will decrease their competitive edge in the
US market, which will hit major labour-intensive sectors
hard. Increased tariffs may cause consumers to switch to
purchasing from other low-cost manufacturing hubs,
such as Bangladesh and Vietnam.

Agriculture sector: By sector, India imposes higher tariffs
on agricultural products, which is generally politically
difficult for India to lower even in the event of reciprocal
tariffs imposed by the USA.

Effect on domestic industries: In addition to raising
prices for Indian exporters, these tariffs may reduce
market share, exacerbate competition from imports,
and perhaps result in job losses and a slowdown in
investment.

Pharmaceutical sector: India’s pharmaceutical sector, a
leading supplier of generic drugs to the US, will see its
profit margins squeezed due to increased costs.

Way forward

Diversification of trade partners: Increasing commercial
relations with the European Union (EU), expanding trade
agreements with neighbouring countries, and engaging
with emerging markets in Africa and Latin America.

Atmanirbhar Bharat: Increased R&D spending in
sectors driven by technology. Subsidies to help domestic
businesses endure price increases.

Scaling up production capacity: Implementation of
programs like production-linked incentives to ensure
enhanced production.

Negotiations: A bilateral and collaborative approach to

ensure fairness in tariffs imposed on each other’s trade
interests.

Conclusion

Such tariffs’ effects will go beyond a sudden decline
in the export of goods. Higher tariffs on a number of
goods combined with a persistent drop in exports would
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discourage investment. Thus, India’s attempts to promote
industrial growth would be further strained as a result.

EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR UPSC CSE
Prelims MCQ
Q. What is a reciprocal tariff?

(a) A tariff imposed on imports without any reference
to other countries’ tariffs

(b) A tariff that matches or mirrors the tariff imposed

(c) A tariff imposed only on luxury goods

(d) A tariff that applies only to domestic goods
(q) OMSuy

Descriptive Question

Q. Discuss the impact of reciprocal tariffs on India’s
trade and economy. Suggest measures to mitigate
the adverse effects of such tariffs while ensuring
sustainable economic growth. [10 marks] [150 words]

by another country on exports

Free Initiative by Chahal

Daily quiz of 10 MCQs from
The Hindu and Indian express
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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY

RESILIENCE OF MANGROVES ]

Why in News: A recent study highlights the remarkable
resilience of the Sundarbans mangroves in enduring both

a tenfold increase between 2013 and 2015. At the same
time, nitrate levels went up while phosphate levels went
down.

natural and human-induced stresses.

About the Study

Title : Resilience of Sundarban mangroves in South Asia
to Weather Extremes and Anthropogenic Water Pollution

Conducted by: Researchers from [IT Bombay, Indian
Institute of Science Education and Research, Kolkata, and
National Remote Sensing Centre (ISRO), Hyderabad.

7KH VWXG\ ORRNHG DW WKH QXWUL
mangroves in the soil from 2013 to 2015 and studied their
response to it.

It also looked at how mangroves reacted to natural events

Link Strength and Memory

¢ Link Strength: It describes therobustness of the connections
within a complex vegetation system , such as a mangrove
forest. It includes the physical intertwining of roots, the
sharing of nutrients and soil components, and common
exposure to environmental stressors. A stronger link means
that the system’s components are more interdependent, so a
FKDQJH LQ RQH SDUW FDQ LQAXHQFH

* Memory : In plants, memory is the ability to remember past
stress events—Ilike cyclones or changes in water chemistry—
and store that response. This stored experience allows the
plants to adjust their future reactions, helping them cope better
when similar stresses occur again.

like cyclones . This was done by studying the mangroves’
interactions with a variety of factors, including water,
wind, water vapour, sunlight, etc.

Vegetation Productivity : The rate at which a plant can
convertsolar energy into biomass through photosynthesis.
It is a marker of a plant’s health.

¥ To study this, researchers looked at the light being re-

emitted (after absorption for photosynthesis) by the
chlorophyll in the mangroves. They also looked at

WKH GDWD IURP D AX[ WRZHU zKLFK®EREMRUH VWKV HEWHY SHFLHYV RIPDQJ

at which gases like carbon dioxide and water vapour  °
move between the earth (including plants) and the
atmosphere.

Findings of the Study

Rapid Recovery from Stress: The results show that
mangroves recover from physiological stresses caused
by weather extremes quickly, within one to two
weeks, and maintain stable productivity despite steeply
declining nutrient composition due to human-induced
water pollution.

Adaptive Mechanism:  The study demonstrated
that mangroves maintain this stable productivity by
increasing link strength and memory with the hydro-
meteorological variables of the region.

Shifting Nutrient Ratios: The study used the ideal o
5HGAHOG 5DWLR IRU FDUERQ
as a benchmark. Itfound that the nitrogen-to-phosphorus

ratio increased from about 16:1 to roughly 75:1 by 2015—
DERXW D AYHIR O Gwilh kore niviths <D @iey
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Mangroves

Mangroves are tropical plants that are adapted to loose,
wet soils, salt water and being periodically submerged
by tides.

Four major factors appear to limit the distribution of

mangroves: FOLPDWH VDOW ZDWHU WLGDO A

type.

All of these trees grow in areas with low-oxygen soill,

ZKHUH VORZ PRYLQJ ZDWHUV DOORZ A

accumulate.

Mangrove forests only grow at tropical and subtropical
latitudes near the equator because they cannot withstand
freezing temperatures.

Sunderbans

The Sundarbans contain the world’s largest mangrove
forests and one of the most biologically productive  of
all natural ecosystems.

Located at the mouth of the Ganges and Brahmaputra
Rivers between India and Bangladesh, its forest and
waterways support a wide range of fauna including a
number of species threatened with extinction.

The mangrove habitat supports the single largest

Q papulaton df@geS i ¥ WdtlRWwhiXVhave adapted to
an almost amphibious life, being capable of swimming
IRU ORQJ GLVWDQFHV DQG
monitor lizards.
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)
* Sundarbans National Park has been declared aUNESCO
World Heritage Site.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Prelims MCQ

Q. Consider
Mangroves:

the following statements regarding

1. Mangroves possess specialized aerial roots to

survive in oxygen-poor sediments.

2. Mangrove ecosystems act as critical nurseries for
PDULQH VSHFLHY DQG EX*HU FR
surges.

Which of the statements above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only (b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

(9) :Jamsuy

(PROTECTION OF PEATLANDS )

Why in News: Arecent study published in Conservation Letters

has raised concerns about the severe underprotection of
peatlands. The study warns that the continued degradation
of these ecosystems couldundermine global climate goals

KLIKOLJKWLQJ WKH XUJHQW QHHG IRU

Key Details: Key Highlights from the Study

e Peatlands occupy only 3% of the Earth’s surface. They
KROG
stored in all the world’s forest biomass combined.

e Only 17% of peatlands are safeguarded globally: Only

11% of boreal peatlands are protected, compared to 27%

of temperate and tropical peatlands.

e At least 27% of the world’s peatlands are located on
indigenous peoples’ lands, where these communities
have protected them, and over 85% of peatlands on
indigenous peoples’ lands are not part of other protected
areas.

e Challenges and Stress faced by peatlands

¥ Extensive drainage and degradation from commercial
agriculture, forestry, mining, and infrastructure
development

% Peat extraction for fuel and horticulture
¥ Climate change

¥ Ramsar sites generally lack strong government
commitment, evidenced by the absence of domestic
legislation, legal frameworks or management plans in
these sites.

e Recommendations
¥ There is a large opportunity to expand the protection
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& sustainable management of global peatlands and

to strengthen protections for peatlands, particularly

in the tropics where Ramsar designation is more

prevalent.

¥ Country submissions of Nationally Determined
Contributions under the Paris Agreement, National
Biodiversity Strategy and action plans under the

Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

could help catalyse actions and secure funding for

peatland conservation.

¥ It is crucial to include support for Indigenous

stewardskll?)p to safe uard man\(J of the world’s most

eatléHoF% ea¥

ELOOLRQ WRQQHV RI FDUER

About Peat and Peatland
e Peat

¥ Consists of dead, partly decomposed plant remains (but
still macroscopically recognizable) that have accumulated
and have been conserved on the spot where they have been
produced (in situ).

%Peat forms in waterlogged areas where microbial
decomposition of the dead organic matter is slowed by
anoxic conditions or is very low.

¢ Peatland

Y% Land with a naturally accumulated layer of peat near the
surface. Peatlands include both ecosystems that are actively
accumulating peat and degraded peatlands that no longer
accumulate but in contrast lose peat.

%They are found in a wide variety of climatic zones and
XQGHU PDQ\ GL HUHQW ODQG FRYHU

¥%3HDWODQG HFRV\VWHPV DUH
hydrological, botanical and physiognomic characteristics.
These features disappear or are altered if peatlands are
drained or intensively used.

+ 6LIQLAFDQFH RI 3HDWODQGYV

Y% Peatlands areamong the most carbon-rich ecosystems on
Earth, storing twice as much carbon as the world's forests.

%Theyhavea QHW FRROLQJ H~HFW RQ FO

%They VORZ WKH ARZ RI ZDWHU F @D
UHGXFLQJ ARRG ULVN

%They SURYLGH ARRGSODLQ VWRUDJH L

%They support plant life, which provides habitats for
wildlife.

Y2 Support biodiversity

W\ASHV

W\ASLFDOO\

L PDWH
QLQJ L

Q WKH

PRELIMS SPECIAL

Global Peatlands Initiative

 7TKH *OREDO 3HDWODQGV ,QLWLDWLYH
and institutions formed at the UNFCCC COP in Marrakech,
Morocco in 2016 to save peatlands as the world’s largest
terrestrial organic carbon stock and to prevent it being emitted
into the atmosphere.

LV DQ
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Members of the Initiative are working together within their
respective areas of expertise to improve the conservation,
restoration and sustainable management of peatlands.

In this way the Initiative is contributing to several Sustainable
Development Goals, including by reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, maintaining ecosystem services and securing lives
and livelihoods through improved adaptive capacity.

EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE
Descriptive Question

Q. Peatlands are among the most carbon-rich ecosystems

on Earth, yet they remain severely underprotected.
'LVEXVV WKH HFRORJLFDO VLJQL
the challenges they face. Suggest measures for their

\

Ocean Warming

¥ Warmer ocean waters delay freezing (e.g. Hudson
Bay'’s late freeze-up in 2024).

¥ Increased heat absorption by dark ocean surfaces
(due to reduced ice cover) creates a feedback loop.

Atmospheric and Weather Extremes
% Winds break up thin, mobile Antarctic Sea ice.

¥ Storms disrupt ice formation (e.g. in the Barents and
%HULQJ 6HDV DPSOLAHG E\ WKLQQHU

¥ High air temperatures in Antarctica (December—
January 2025) promoted surface melting of ice shelves.

Thinning Ice and Feedback Loops

A F D @F NcCtR bes ideDisMiinDen & lepsgesilient, making it

more vulnerable to weather events.

HeHFWLYH FRQVHUYDWLR@SDRrs] PDQ Dy HAHERWHG LFH HWHQW ORZHUV (DUWK-

[250 words]

(DROP IN GLOBAL SEA ICE COVER |

Why in News: Recently, the combined extent of Arctic and

$QWDUFWLF 6HD LFH GURSSHG WR D QHZ UHM#®e2050RZ RI

sq km, surpassing the previous record of 15.93 million sq km,
according to a BBC analysis of data from the US National
Snow and Ice Data Center (NSIDC).

About Sea Ice
6HD LFH UHIHUV WR WKH IUHH ARDWL @4 EvEMSs lik® Amakctitas RIArecotd Howl(aR1GN/2,000-

It generally expands during the winter and melts in the
summer. Some sea ice remains year-round.

6HD LFH GL*HUV IURP LFHEHUJV
shelves, which form on land.

loss in cooling capacity since the 1980s), accelerating
global heating.

3RODU 6SHFLAF "\QDPLFV

¥ Arctic : Long-term decline in sea ice due to consistent
warming trends; projected to be ice-free in summers

PLOOLRQ

¥ Antarctic : Shift to a “new regime” of lower ice

extents post-2010s, driven by warming oceans and
atmospheric shifts.

&OLPDWH &KDQJH $PSOLAFDWLRQ

year event without climate change) highlight human
LQAXHQFH

J O D F #&HR@gistanF fcear Heawig BnQ GalteredH weather

patterns suggest irreversible, long-term declines.

6LJQLAFDQFH RISe@Hde pldysi a crucial role outcome of the Decline in Sea Ice

in cooling the planet by trapping existing heat in the
ocean, and thus precluding it from warming the air
above. Therefore, a reduction in sea ice cover can have
disastrous consequences for Earth.

Reduction in Sea Ice: Since the late 1970s, NSIDC has
estimated that some 77,800 sg km of sea ice has been lost

per year in the Arctic.

¥% According to NASA, between 1981 and 2010, Arctic

Sea ice extent in September — when it reaches its

minimum extent — shrunk at a rate of 12.2% per
decade.

Reasons for Decline in Sea Ice Cover

Rising Global Temperatures

¥ Arctic warming is nearly four times faster than the
global average, accelerating ice melt.

¥ Unprecedented warmth in polar regions (e.g. 20°C

above normal in the Arctic in early February) drives
melting.

ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY

Temperature Rise: Less sea ice cover means that more
water is getting exposed to the Sun and more heat (solar
radiation) is getting absorbed, leading to a further rise in
temperatures.

Reduced Albedo : Sea ice keeps temperatures down in

WKH SRODU UHJLRQV DV LWV EULJKW D
more sunlight back to space than liquid water. The loss of

sea ice cover could be one of the reasons why the polar

regions are getting warmer at a faster rate than the rest

of the world.

Reduced Water Flow: Melting sea ice is slowing down

WKH ARZ Rl ZDWHU WKURXJK WKH ZRUC
because freshwater from melting ice enters the ocean,

and reduces the salinity and density of the surface water,
WKHUHE\ GLPLQLVKLQJ WKDW GRZQZDU
bottom.

A slowdown of ocean overturning can severely impact
the global climate, the marine food chain, and the stability
of ice shelves.
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Conclusion (7) Promote Micro-STPs: Install decentralized, small-

The continuous decline in global sea ice cover is a stark scale STPs (<IMGD capacity) for localized wastewater
warning about the accelerating impacts of climate change. As treatment, especially in underserved areas.

sea ice melts, it not only contributes to rising temperatures  (g) Tackle Laundry Wastewater : Prohibit direct discharge

but also disrupts ocean circulation, weather patterns, and from dhobi ghats; mandate onsite treatment via micro-

marine ecosystems. Urgent global action is needed to STPs before releasing into drains.

FXUE JUHHQKRXVH JDV HPLVVLRQV DQG LPSOHPHQW HeHFWLYH
climate adaptation strategies to mitigate these far-reaching (9) Septage Management Improve collection and treatment

consequences. of sewage from unauthorized colon,ies to prevent
XQWUHDWHG ZDVWH LQARZ
EXPECTED QUESTION FOR UPSC CSE (10) Institutional Coordination & River Maintenance
Prelims MCQ ¥% Remove invasive hyacinth from riverbeds to restore
ecosystems.

Q. Consider the following statements regarding Sea Ice: N
% (VWDEOLVK D XQLAHG JRYHUQDQFH 1U

6HD LFH UHIHUV WR WKH IUHH|ARDW L Bhak MirisQy, WtkgratiSgRiG: Delhi Jal Board,

regions. irrigation departments, and other agencies.
2. Sea ice plays a crucial role in cooling the planet by | Sources of Pollution in the Yamuna

trapping existing heat in the ocean. « Point Sources

Which of the statements above is/are correct? ¥ Point sources are organized sources of pollution
with measurable pollution load. These sources
(@) 1 only (b) 2 only include surface drains carrying municipal sewage or
. industrial wastes; sewage pumping stations etc.

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 ge pumping

¥ Domestic pollution : Domestic pollution accounts
(0) :uemsuy for 85% of the pollution in the Yamuna River and
is sourced to the major cities along the river. These
cities include Delhi, Ghaziabad, Mathura-Vrindavan,

{REJUVENA-“ON OF YAMUNA RIVER ) Agra, Etawah, Panipat, Sonipgt and Prayagraj. The
domestic waste majorly comprises of organic matter

Why in News: The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) and microorganisms, salts, detergents, nutrients, oil

has proposed a10-point action plan to clean and revive the and grease and others.

Yamuna River — especially the polluted stretch passing % Industrial pollution : Towns along the Yamuna River

through Delhi — within 3 years. have numerous industries that discharge their waste

, ) ) water into the Yamuna. The industries include textile,
TERI's Action Plan to Rejuvenate Yamuna FKHPLEDO SKDUPDEHXWLEDOV RLO Ul
(1) Ensure Minimum Environmental Flow SHYLVLW WKH ang pulp. Leather, thermal power, fertilizers, food
<DPXQD ZDWHU VKDULQJ WUHDW\ WR JiBeiBsQ dcH e X b thQMhny cities in the
ZDWHU ARZ LQWR 'HOKL PDLQWDLQLQJ Kifgria BablnFNRYy & tRESONME poor environment

(2) Strengthen Pollution Monitoring : Track non-point maqagement systems and dlscha.rg.e untrgated or
pollutants (e.g. ammonia, phosphates) from agricultural partially treated wastewater containing toxic and
UXQR+* DQG SHVWLFLGHV WR FRPEDW HXWYRBRELFDWKR@WY d @WRpWYKH ULYHU
blooms. the degradation of water quality.

(3) Regular Desilting : Implement routine desilting of Non-point sources

ULYHUEHGV WR LPSURYH ZDWHU ARZ ﬁQéWéRtQV\OW\b@X}%W\hQDUH WKH QXP
QG XQVSHFLAHG VRXUFHV RI SROOX
(4) Upgrade Sewage Infrastructure  (QKDQFH WKH HE€F Ll'ﬁéaézu}able as the amount of pollution generated by
and capacity of Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs) and each source is less.

&RPPRQ (+XHQW 7UHDWPHQW 30DQWV, &(73Ve HRVEEEIxoRr.v

compliance with standards.
% Dumping of solid waste, dead bodies, animal

(5) Curb Sand Mining : Regulate illegal sand mining along carcasses. etc.

Yamuna and Hindon river stretches near Delhi. . . .
% Immersion of idols made of Plaster of Paris, ashes

(6) Complete Drain Management Projects : Expedite the DQG ARUDO R*HULQJV
Trunk Sewer Project to tap and divert all 22 major drains Y,
to STPs (only 9 fully tapped currently).

Pollution due to in-stream use of water, such as
bathing, washing, cattle wading and open defecation.
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