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Polity & Governance
Police Commissionerate system
Context: Recently, Madhya Pradesh government has announced the implementation of a police commissioner
system in Bhopal and Indore.

Merits of the Police Commissionerate System
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

Under it, the commissioner does not report to the DM.
It gives an integrated command structure.
It helps fix responsibility with the Commissioner and eliminates blame game between civil administration
and police when something goes wrong.
This system is supposed to allow for faster decision-making to solve complex urban-centric issues.
Under it, police will get magisterial powers and they have to no longer wait for the Collector’s order to
lathicharge and implement Section 144.
Important Points

Under the 7th Schedule of the Constitution, ‘Police’ is under the State list. It means individual states typically
legislate and exercise control over this subject.
Policing is based on the Police Act of 1861.

Almost all states barring Bihar, UT of J&K, and some Northeastern states have a commissionerate system.

The British brought the system first in Kolkata and followed it in Mumbai and Chennai presidencies. Delhi
turned into a commissionerate during the Morarji Desai regime.

Social Audit
Context: The concept of social audit is being extended to more departments and the government schemes in
Rajasthan.
•

The move aims to ensure transparency and accountability in the utilisation of funds.

What is social audit?
•
Social Audit is the examination and assessment of a programme/scheme conducted with the active
involvement of people and comparing official records with actual ground realities.
OUR BRANCHES: New Delhi | Mumbai | Kolkata | Chennai | Ahmedabad | Bengaluru | Bhilai | Bhubaneswar |Chandigarh | Dehradun |
Gandhinagar | Guwahati | Hyderabad| Kanpur | Lucknow | Mehsana | Nagaland | Patna | Raipur | Rajkot | Ranchi | Surat | Vadodara |
WhatsApp no: 7284911227 - 7284811227 (chahalacademy@gmail.com)

4

POLITY & GOVERNANCE
•

CHAHAL ACADEMY

CURRENT AFFAIRS
NOV - 2021

Under this, the potential beneficiaries and other stakeholders of an activity or project are involved from
the planning to the monitoring and evaluation of that activity or project.
Ø In a broader sense, it can also be understood as a continuous process of public vigilance.
It is a powerful tool for social transformation, community participation and government accountability.

•

D
E
AL

Farm laws repealed

Context: Recently, the Prime Minister of India has announced that the three contentious farm laws passed last
year would be repealed.
1)

E
P
E
R

Farmers Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020

Ø

2)

It would have allowed farmers to sell their harvest outside the notified Agricultural Produce

Market Committee (APMC) mandis without paying any State taxes or fees.

Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services

Act, 2020
Ø

3)

It would have facilitated contract farming and direct marketing.

Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020

Ø It would have deregulated the production, storage, movement and sale of several major foodstuffs,
including cereals, pulses, edible oils and onions, except in the case of extraordinary circumstances.
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What is the meaning of ‘Repealing a law’?
•

•

•

It is one of the ways to nullify a law.
Ø A law is reversed when Parliament thinks
there is no longer a need for the law to
exist.
Legislation can also have a “sunset” clause,
a particular date after which they cease to
exist.
Ø E.g.: Anti-terror legislation Terrorist and
Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act
(TADA) 1987 had a sunset clause, and
was allowed to lapse in 1995.
For laws that do not have a sunset clause,
Parliament has to pass another legislation
to repeal the law.

Related constitutional provisions
•

•

Article 245: It gives Parliament the power to
make laws for the whole or any part of India.
Ø It gives state legislatures the power to
make laws for the state.
Ø Parliament draws its power to repeal a
law from the same provision.
A law can be repealed either in its entirety,
in part, or even just to the extent that it is in
contravention of other laws.

Procedure
•
•

Laws can be repealed in two ways, either
through:
Ø An ordinance, or
Ø Legislation.
Through ordinance
Ø In this case, it would need to be replaced
by a law passed by Parliament within six
months.
Ø If the ordinance lapses because it is not
approved by Parliament, the repealed
law can be revived.

•

CURRENT AFFAIRS
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Through legislation
Ø

Ø

Ø

In this case, it will have to be passed by
both Houses of Parliament, and receive
the President’s assent before it comes
into effect.
Usually, Bills titled Repealing and
Amendment are introduced for this
purpose.
Note: Multiple laws can be repealed
through a single legislation.

Idea of a National Court of Appeal

Context: Recently, Attorney General of India argued on
the Constitution Day, for the revival of a 11-year-old
proposal to set up National Courts of Appeal in four
regions of the country.
About proposed ‘National Court of Appeal’
•

It would be an intermediary court between
the High Courts and the Supreme Court.

•

They would absorb matrimonial disputes,
rent control cases and such like which clog
the Supreme Court, adding to pendency.

•

Ø

It has been mooted repeatedly over the
last few decades.

The judgments of these courts of appeal
would be final.

Advantages:
•

It will relieve the SC of routine or appeal
cases.
Ø
Ø

Cases could be disposed of in three- or
four-years’ time.

SC would be able to focus on interpreting
constitutional
questions
of
law,
references, and death sentence cases.

About the Constitution Day
(National Law Day)

•
•
•
•

2015: Ministry of social justice decided to celebrate November 26 as Constitution Day.
Aim: To promote constitutional values among citizens, according to a government website.
It commemorates the adoption of the Constitution of India.
The Constituent Assembly adopted the Constitution of India on 26 November, 1949.
o Indian Constitution came into force on 26 January 1950 (Republic Day).

Personal Data Protection (PDP) Bill

Context: Recently, the Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) has adopted the draft report on the Personal Data
Protection (PDP) Bill 2019.
OUR BRANCHES: New Delhi | Mumbai | Kolkata | Chennai | Ahmedabad | Bengaluru | Bhilai | Bhubaneswar |Chandigarh | Dehradun |
Gandhinagar | Guwahati | Hyderabad| Kanpur | Lucknow | Mehsana | Nagaland | Patna | Raipur | Rajkot | Ranchi | Surat | Vadodara |
WhatsApp no: 7284911227 - 7284811227 (chahalacademy@gmail.com)

6

POLITY & GOVERNANCE

CHAHAL ACADEMY

CURRENT AFFAIRS
NOV - 2021

About the provisions of the bill
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

•

Regulatory framework: To protect the personal data of individuals in India.
Categorization of data: Three different
categories of data:
Ø Personal data
Ø Sensitive personal
Ø Critical personal data
Each category of data carries with it separate
obligations and regulatory requirements.
Indian companies as well as foreign companies
dealing with data of Indian citizens will have
to comply with the Act.
Certain rights to each individual regarding
their data: These rights include:
Ø Seeking confirmation from companies
about whether their data has been processed by a certain company.
Ø Right to make changes to data collected for correction purposes.
Ø Right to not have their data stored by data fiduciaries, organisations that store and process data,
after the withdrawal of consent.
Seeks to set up the Data Protection Authority: A regulatory body that will ensure compliance with
the bill.
Ø It will prevent misuse of personal data.
Ø It will act as a tribunal for matters regarding the bill.
Exemption clause: Clause 35 in the name of ‘public order’, ‘sovereignty’, ‘friendly relations with foreign
states’ and ‘security of the state’ allows any agency under the Union Government exemption from all or
any provisions of the law.
Penalties: In cases of processing or transferring personal data in violation of the provisions or
Ø If the company fails to conduct a data audit.

Concerns regarding the bill
•

Centre’s wide-ranging power to exempt itself, and its agencies, from complying with the provisions.
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Power of government to demand nonpersonal data and anonymised personal data
from data fiduciaries for the benefit of various
government services.

Renaming of a railway station
Context: Recently, the name of Bhopal’s Habibganj
railway station has been changed to Rani Kamlapati
station.
Process of renaming railway station
•

Change of station names is entirely a state
subject.
Ø However, Railways belong to the Union
government.
State governments send the request to the
Ministry of Home Affairs, the nodal ministry
for these matters, which then accords its
approval, keeping the Ministry of Railways in
the loop.
Usually, it is ensured that no other station
with the new name proposed exists anywhere
in India.

•
•

What happens when a name is changed?
•

Once the name change is notified by the state
government following all due process, Indian
Railways steps in to do the necessary work.
A new station “code” for railway operation
purposes may need to be invented.
The name change is then fed into its ticketing
system so that the new name along with the
code is reflected on its tickets and reservation
and train information.

•
•

MPLAD Scheme

CHAHAL ACADEMY
•
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Lastly, it physically changes the name written
at the station — building, platform signage,
etc, and also in its communication materials
for all practical purposes.

Languages, spellings to be displayed on the
signboard (As per ‘Indian Railway Works
Manual’)
•

Traditionally, station names were written
only in Hindi and English.

•

As per Manual, Railways should obtain
approval of the state government concerned
on the spelling of the names (in all three
languages) before putting them on its
signboards.

•

•

Ø

Over time, it was instructed that a third
language, which is the local language,
should be included.

Order of exhibition of station names: Regional
Language, Hindi and English, except for Tamil
Nadu where the use of Hindi will be restricted
to important stations and pilgrim centres as
determined by the Commercial Department.
Where the Regional language is Hindi, the
name boards will be in two languages, Hindi
and English.

Context: Union Cabinet decides to restore MPLAD Scheme till 2025-26.
•

The MPLAD Scheme was suspended temporarily in April 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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sections

(EWS)

Context: Recently, the Union Government has decided
to revisit the criteria set out for eligibility for its 10%
reservation under the EWS category.
About EWS reservation
•
•

•

It was introduced through the 103rd
Constitution Amendment, 2019.
It added:
Ø Clause (6) to Article 15: To empower
the Government to introduce special
provisions for the EWS among citizens
except those in the classes that already
enjoy reservation.
Ø Clause (6) to Article 16: To facilitate
reservation in employment. The new
clauses make it clear that the EWS
reservation will be in addition to the
existing reservation.
It allows reservation in educational
institutions, both public and private, whether
aided or unaided, excluding those run by
minority institutions, up to a maximum of
10%.

Criteria to identify the section
•
•

Those above an annual income limit of Rs. 8
lakh are excluded.
Possession of any of these assets, also, can
take a person outside the EWS pool:
Ø five or more acres of agricultural land.
Ø a residential flat of 1,000 sq. ft. and
above.
Ø a residential plot of 100 square yards and
above in notified municipalities
Ø a residential plot of 200 square yards and
above in other areas.

•

•

Rationale behind the income limit being fixed
at Rs. 8 lakh per year.
Ø It is the same figure for excluding the
‘creamy layer’ from OBC reservation
benefits.
Ø EWS vs OBC: Those in the general
category, to whom the EWS quota is
applicable, do not suffer from social or
educational backwardness, unlike those
classified as the OBC.
Whether the criteria for the EWS were arrived
at based on any study.
Ø Supreme Court maintains that any
reservation or norms for exclusion
should be based on relevant data.

Whether any exercise was undertaken to
derive the exceptions.
Ø Such as why the flat criterion does not
differentiate between metropolitan and
non-metropolitan areas.

Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI)

Context: The High Court of Karnataka upheld the
center’s notification, which prohibits OCI (Overseas
Citizenship of India) cardholders from staking claim
for admission to any seats for professional education
courses.
OCI cardholders
•
•

Government of India launched the ‘Overseas
Citizenship of India (OCI) Scheme’ by making
amendments to Citizenship Act, 1955 in
2005.
On 09 January 2015, the Government of India
discontinued the PIO card and merged it with
OCI card.

Eligibility
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Court’s questions about the criteria
•

CURRENT AFFAIRS
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Is a citizen of India at time of or after the
constitution came into effect i.e. 26 January
1950.
Eligible to become citizen of India on 26
January 1950.
Belonged to a territory that became part of
India after 15 August 1947.
Child or descendent of a person from any of
the above-mentioned categories.
A minor child of the persons belonging to any
of the above.
A minor child of whom either or both the
parents are citizens of India.
Foreign origin spouse of citizen of India or of
a person holding OCI status.
Ø Marriage needs to be registered.
Ø They are married for more than two
years continuously before the date of
application.

Tenure of CBI, ED chiefs

Context: Two ordinances extending the tenures of the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and Enforcement
Directorate (ED) chiefs to up to five years were passed.
•

The chiefs of the central agencies currently
have a two-year tenure.

•

As per the ordinance, directors of CBI and ED
cannot be removed before the end of their
tenure.
The tenures can be extended by one year at a
time, after completion of two years in office,
if the extension is approved by the concerned
selection committee.

Highlights

•
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•

The change in the tenure of the CBI director
was affected by amending the Delhi Special
Police Establishment Act, 1946.
The ED enforces two central laws — the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act and the
Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA).

Central Vigilance Commission (Amendment)
Ordinance 2021

As per this ordinance, period for which the Director of
Enforcement holds the office, can be extended up to one
year at a time on recommendation of the Committee
under clause(a) of the ordinance. The reason for the
same needs to be recorded in writing. No extension will
be granted after a period of five years in total, adding
the period mentioned in initial appointment.

CHAHAL ACADEMY

C.P. Joshi said, if a member of the assembly, who wins
the election on a ticket from a particular political party,
is not behaving properly, then the party president
should have the power to disqualify him/her under the
anti-defection law because the party gives the MLA a
ticket.
Recommendations
•
•

Delhi
Special
Police
Establishment
(Amendment) Ordinance 2021

This ordinance also provides similar amendment with
respect to the director of Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI).

No consensus on limiting Speaker’s powers

Context: The All-India Presiding Officers’ Conference
(AIPOC) ended with the delegates failing to reach a
consensus on whether the Speaker’s powers under the
anti-defection law should be limited.
•
•

The participants reiterated an earlier
resolution that there should be no disruptions
during Question Hour and the President’s and
Governor’s address to the House.
The 82nd All-India Presiding Officers’
Conference (AIPOC) held in Shimla.

Madras HC quashes 10.5% Vanniyar quota
Context: The Madras high court quashed the 10.5%
reservation provided to Vanniyars, a most backward
community (MBC) in Tamil Nadu, in government jobs

CURRENT AFFAIRS
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C.P. Joshi committee was formed in 2019
to examine the role of the Speaker in cases
of disqualification on grounds of defection
under the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution.
The committee has advocated that the power
to disqualify MPs and MLAs under the antidefection law should also be given to political
parties rather than limiting the power only
for Lok Sabha and assembly speakers.

The Anti-defection law

The anti-defection law punishes individual MPs/MLAs
for leaving one party for another. It allows a group of
MP/MLAs to join (i.e. merge with) another political
party without inviting the penalty for defection. And it
does not penalise political parties for encouraging or
accepting defecting legislators.
•
•

In 1985 the Tenth Schedule, popularly known
as the anti-defection law, was added to the
Constitution by the 52nd Amendment Act.
The purpose of the Amendment was to
bring stability to governments by deterring
MPs and MLAs from changing their political
parties on whose ticket they were elected.

and admission to educational institutions, saying it was
unconstitutional.
•

The Vanniyar, formerly known as the Palli, are
an Australoid Dravidian community found in
the northern part of the Indian state of Tamil
Nadu.

In Tamil Nadu’s 69% reservation system, the 10.5% special quota for Vanniyars was implemented within the
20% quota allotted for MBCs. There is an 18% quota for SCs and 30 for Other Backward Castes (OBCs), which
also includes Muslims (3.5%) and Christians.
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Background
The All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK)-led government had passed the Vanniyar Reservation
Act in February, barely an hour before the model code of conduct came into effect for the assembly polls in April.
It was implemented by the current DMK government after it came to power.

Grounds for Challenging the Bill
•

•

The law was challenged on account of the

law being passed just hours before the Model

Code of Conduct (MCC) came into force in the
State in February 2021.

•

Further, the petitioner argued that the

enactment was politically motivated and that
the law was passed hastily.

A new jurisprudence for political prisoners
Context: In Thwaha Fasal vs Union of India, the
Court has acted in its introspective jurisdiction and

deconstructed the provisions of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) with a great sense of legal
realism. This paves the way for a formidable judicial
authority against blatant misuse of this law.
Case background
•

•

There were three accused in a case from

Kerala.

•
•
•
•
•
•

The police registered the case and later the

investigation was handed over to the National
Investigation Agency (NIA).

During the investigation, some materials

containing radical literature were found,

which included a book on caste issues in India
and a translation of the dissent notes written
by Rosa Luxemburg to Lenin.

Thus, the provisions of the UAPA were

invoked.

Offences under Sections 38 and 39 of the

UAPA and 120B of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) were alleged.

After initial rejection of the pleas, the trial

judge granted bail to accused.

Section 38 deals with “offence relating to
membership of a terrorist organisation”.
Section 39 deals with “offence relating to
support given to a terrorist organisation”.
Section 120B of the IPC is the penal
provision on criminal conspiracy.
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Issues with UAPA
•

•
•

•

•
•
•

Section 43D (5) of the UAPA says that for
many of the offences under the Act, bail
should not be granted, if “on perusal of the
case diary or the report (of the investigation),
there are reasonable grounds for believing
that the accusation is prima facie true”.
Thus, the Act prompts the Court to consider
the version of the prosecution alone while
deciding the question of bail.
Unlike the Criminal Procedure Code, the
UAPA, by virtue of the proviso to Section 43D
(2), permits keeping a person in prison for
up to 180 days, without even filing a charge
sheet.
Prevents examination of the facts: The statute
prevents a comprehensive examination of
the facts of the case on the one hand, and
prolongs the trial indefinitely by keeping the
accused in prison on the other.
Instead of presumption of innocence, the
UAPA holds presumption of guilt of the
accused.
In Zahoor Ahmad Shah Watali, the Court said
that by virtue of Section 43D (5) of UAPA, the
burden is on the accused to show that the
prosecution case is not prima facie true.
The proposition in Zahoor Ahmad Shah
Watali is that the bail court should not even
investigate deeply into the materials and
evidence and should consider the bail plea,
primarily based on the nature of allegations,

µ

µ

•
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for, according to the Court, Section 43D (5)
prohibits a thorough and deeper examination.
The top court has now altered this terrible
legal landscape.

Haryana's 75% Job Quota for Locals

Context: The Haryana government enacted a law that
mandates up to 75 per cent job reservation for locals
in the private sector in the state. The quota will apply
only for jobs that offer a gross monthly salary of up to
₹ 30,000.
•

The Haryana State Employment of Local
Candidates Act, 2020, scheduled to come into
effect from January 15, was challenged in
court by a Gurugram-based industry body.

Criticism
•

•
•
•

µ

µ

Activists and industrialists have both raised
concern, saying, the Government is not paying
locals their wages under the MGNREGA
on time, not giving reservations to socially
disadvantaged groups in the private sector, so
reserving 75% of jobs in private sector seems
impossible.
The employment situation in the industrial
areas of Gurugram is bad. Workers are being
removed every day.
On the other hand, the Government is not
doing any recruitment to boost employment.
The national industry organisations have
raised their concern about the law and similar
moves being made in other States.

µ
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Co-op societies are not banks
Context: Recently, the RBI has cautioned members of the public not to deal with co-operative societies undertaking
banking business by adding ‘bank’ to their names.
More about the news
•

As per the Banking Regulation (Amendment) Act, 2020: Co-operative societies cannot use the words

“bank”, “banker” or “banking” as part of their names, except as permitted under the provisions of BR Act,
1949 or by the RBI.•The insurance cover from Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation
(DICGC) is also not available for deposits placed with these societies.

India’s Strategic Petroleum Reserve
Context: Recently, India, has agreed to release 5 million barrels of crude oil from its strategic oil reserves in
coordination with other major consumers.
•
•
•

India is the world’s third-largest oil importer.
More about the news
US reached out to India and other major oil consumers to release their strategic petroleum reserves to
cool crude oil prices.
This response comes against the backdrop of repeated requests of the US and India to the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)-plus grouping to up production being ignored, even as
petroleum product prices are at a record high.
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Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)
It is a permanent, intergovernmental Organization, created at the Baghdad Conference (1960).
Currently, it has 13 Member Countries.
•
•

Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Venezuela, Libya, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Algeria, Nigeria,
Gabon, Angola, Equatorial Guinea and Congo.
HQs: Vienna, Austria.

Objective: To co-ordinate and unify petroleum policies among Member Countries, in order to secure fair and
stable prices for petroleum producers.

OPEC Plus: A loosely affiliated entity consisting of the 13 OPEC members and 10 of the world’s major nonOPEC oil-exporting nations.
•

10 other countries include: Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, Oman,
Russia, South Sudan and Sudan.

Cryptocurrency
Context: Government is planning to introduce ‘The Cryptocurrency and Regulation of Official Digital Currency
Bill 2021’ in Parliament.
Note: Recently, El Salvado became the first country to adopt bitcoin as legal tender.
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About virtual currency
•
•

•
•
•

A digital representation of value that can be
digitally traded.
Functions
Ø a medium of exchange, and/ or
Ø a unit of account, and/or
Ø a store of value.
Unlike fiat currency, it is not legal tender.
It does not have the backing of a government.
Note: A cryptocurrency is a subset of
virtual currencies, and is decentralised, and
protected by cryptography.

What is a cryptocurrency?
•
•
•

•
•

It is a digital asset stored on computerised
databases.
These digital coins are recorded in digital
ledgers using strong cryptography to keep
them secure.
The ledgers are distributed globally, and each
transaction made using cryptocurrencies are
codified as blocks.
Ø Multiple blocks linking each other forms
a blockchain on the distributed ledger.
There are estimated to be more than 47
million cryptocurrency users around the
world.
These cryptocurrencies are created through a
process called mining.
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Distributed Ledger Technologies (DLTs)
•

•
•

These are technologies that involve the use
of independent computers (also referred to
as nodes) to record, share, and synchronise
transactions in their respective electronic
ledgers.
Keeping such distributed ledgers negates the
need for keeping the data centralised, as is
done in a traditional ledger.
Ø All virtual currencies use DLT.
A transaction under DLT essentially refers to
the transfer of “value” from one to another.

What is blockchain?
•

•
•

Satoshi Nakamoto had mooted an idea where
the transactions and the value of money
would be recorded digitally on a publicly
available and open ledger that contains all
the transactions ever made, albeit in an
anonymous and encrypted form.
This ledger is called the blockchain.
Cryptocurrencies use codes to encrypt
transactions and stack them up in blocks,
creating Blockchains.
Ø Satoshi Nakamoto is the person (or a
group of people) who is said to have
conceptualised an accounting system in
the aftermath of the 2008 financial crisis.
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Advantages of Cryptocurrencies
•

Ø

Benefits to investors
Ø
Ø

Cryptocurrency allows people to invest

outside the traditional financial system.

Ø

Traditionally, gold has been one of the

options for investors to hedge against

Ø

the risk that is inherent in any financial
Ø

system.
As

seen

over

cryptocurrencies
•

the

have

pandemic,

offered

phenomenal returns, much more than
gold has been able to offer.

Better hedge against inflation
Ø

When the government starts printing

more money, the value of money gets
Ø

•
•

It does not happen with cryptocurrencies

Ø

•

Supply of gold is also not mathematically

designed.

Cryptocurrencies give a better hedge

against inflation compared to gold by
better ensuring limited supply.

There are systems and processes that can be

developed around the blockchain network,
such as decentralised finance systems.

It’s a friction that can be eliminated by
the use of technology.

Blockchain technology itself has great
potential to reform financial recordkeeping and keeping track of asset
transactions.

People can buy a bunch of digital products
using Bitcoin.
Word ‘currency’ in cryptocurrency is a
misnomer.
Ø
Ø

as these are mathematically designed
Ø

E.g.: When you transfer money to your
family member in the U.K., there are
significant charges that you incur if you
go via any major bank in India.

Limitations of Cryptocurrencies

wiped out due to high inflation.

blockchain network with finite supply.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
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Ø
•
•

Cryptocurrencies cannot be directly used
to buy goods and services.

These have to be converted into some
actual currency that can be used.

Cryptocurrencies are more like hedge
assets.

Governments do not accept taxes in Bitcoin or
Ethereum.
Other drawbacks:

Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

Cybersecurity related concerns
Price volatility

Lack of inherent value
No regulations

Vulnerable to scams
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MSP and Indian agrarian distress
Context: Farmers Unions are demanding a legislation
to guarantee a Minimum Support Price (MSP) for crops
to protect the interests of farmers in the country.
Why do farmers want a law on MSP?
•

So that every farmer of the country can be
guaranteed at least the MSP for their entire
crop.

Ø

•
•

Government has announced the formation
of a committee:
Ø To make MSP more transparent
Ø To change crop patterns
Ø To promote zero budget agriculture
Government has assured the Parliament that
the MSP regime is here to stay, even while
dismissing any need for statutory backing.
A policy paper by NITI Aayog argues that the
price level that is not supported by demand
and supply cannot be sustained through legal
means.

Way forward
•

MSPs are short-term palliatives; not
a sustainable solution for all of Indian
agriculture.
Ø Moreover, merely announcing MSPs is
not enough. The government also has to
procure goods at the said MSPs.
Ø India already has more than double the
buffer stocks, which are often found
rotting away.

So, any plans to ramp up MSPs and

procurements should also be mirrored

by higher and better-quality disbursals
•

to the millions of poor.

Provide direct income support to those who

are poor, regardless of whether they are
farmers or not.
Ø

Government’s position
•

CURRENT AFFAIRS
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•

goods in the market.

Boost investments in agriculture:
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

•

Instead of arbitrarily fixing prices of
Better irrigation facilities
Easier access to credit

Timely access to power

Creating lots of warehouses
Ramping

up

of

extension

services

including post-harvest marketing.

Boosting India’s industrial and services
sectors.
Ø

These two sectors can soak up the excess

labour that is engaged at present in
agriculture and provide them with wellØ

paying jobs.

It is only when industries and services

sectors grow rapidly for the next couple
of decades that India’s farm distress will
get alleviated.
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HOW EFFECTIVE IS MSP NOW?

A BIT OF THE PAST

There is currently no statutory backing for these
prices, nor any law mandating their enforcement.
The government only procures about a third of
wheat and rice crops at MSP rates and 10%-20% of
select pulses and oilseeds.
According to the Shanta Kumar Committee’s 2015
report, only 6% of the farm households sell wheat
and rice to the government at MSP rates.

HOW ARE MSPs DETERMINED?

TRIPS waiver
Context: Recently, India and South Africa discussed
contingency plans to pilot their joint proposal for a
waiver in the TRIPS agreement to counter the pandemic.
More about the news
•
•

India, South Africa and Indonesia are jointly
seeking a waiver to certain provisions of the
WTO agreement on TRIPS.
Aim: To enable more affordable access to
vaccines and medicines for coping with the
pandemic.
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•

Context: Recently, Labour Ministry released a new
series of Wage Rate Index (WRI).
About Wage Rate Index (WRI)
•
•
•
•

It is being compiled and maintained by the
Labour Bureau.
Ø Labour Bureau is an attached office of the
ministry.
New series of WRI with base 2016=100 will
replace the old series with base 1963-65.
New series includes 37 industries in the
organized sector.
Ø It does not include Agriculture and
Services.
This WRI will be used to set/determine
Minimum Wages and National Floor Wages.

The government periodically revises the base year
for major economic indicators to reflect the changes
in the economy and to capture the wage pattern of
workers.

Full-stack digital banks

Context: Recently, Niti Aayog has proposed full-stack
digital banks to end physical branches.
More about the news
•
•
•

These full-stack 'digital banks' would
primarily work on the internet and other
proximate channels to offer their services.
These will help mitigate the financial
deepening challenges being faced in the
country.
NITI Aayog has proposed this possible action
plan in a recent discussion paper titled ‘Digital
Banks: A Proposal for Licensing & Regulatory
Regime for India’.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
NOV - 2021

Digital banks or DBs: These are banks as
defined in the Banking Regulation Act, 1949
(BR Act).
Ø These entities will issue deposits, make
loans and offer the full suite of services
that the B R Act empowers them to.

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC)

Context: The petroleum ministry has proposed that Oil
and Natural Gas Corporation should allot a part of its
production assets to private players to raise oil and gas
production.
•

Currently India is the world’s third-biggest
oil consumer and importer.

•

India's dependence on foreign crude oil has
steadily risen to more than 80 per cent.
India's local oil and gas production has been
declining for years.

Why this step is needed?

•

Significance of this step
•
•
•

ONGC
•
•

It can be a way to cut the high import bills and
can increase domestic production.
Private players can help in exploring the areas
which ONGC hasn't been able to explore yet.
The private sector can also be involved in
enhancing production from existing fields.
Maharatna ONGC is the largest crude oil and
natural gas Company in India, contributing
around 71 per cent to Indian domestic
production.
Crude oil is the raw material used by
downstream companies like IOC, BPCL, HPCL
and MRPL to produce petroleum products
like Petrol, Diesel, Kerosene, Naphtha, and
Cooking Gas LPG.
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ONGC was founded on 14 August 1956 by Government of India. It is involved in exploring for and
exploiting hydrocarbons in 26 sedimentary basins of India, and owns and operates over 11,000
kilometers of pipelines in the country.
Its international subsidiary ONGC Videsh currently has projects in 17 countries.

First all-India survey on domestic workers

Context: Recently, the first-ever All-India Survey on Domestic Workers was flagged off.

Rules for labour codes
Context: Nine states/UTs (Haryana, MP, Odisha, UP, Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Punjab and J&K) have
finalised draft notifications for rules for all the four proposed labour codes.
•
•
•
•

Parliament in 2019, amalgamated 44 central labour laws into four broad codes on wages, industrial
relations, social security, and safety and working conditions.
With labour a concurrent subject, both the Centre and state governments will have to frame laws and
rules.
Central rules are applicable to public sector undertakings, railways, ports, while states will have to
formulate the rules modelled on central rules for establishments under their jurisdiction.
Among the four labour codes, the code on wages has seen the highest number of states issuing draft
rules.
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•

Four Codes
1.

2.
•

•
•
•

3.
•
•
•

Code on Wages
• The Wages Code seeks to regulate wage
and bonus payments in all employments
where any industry, business, trade or
manufacture is carried out.
• This code replaces the following laws:
Minimum Wages Act 1948, Payment of
Wages Act 1936, Payment of Bonus Act
1965, Equal Remuneration Act 1976.
• Wages include salary, allowance or any
other monetary component. It does
not include bonuses and travelling
allowances.
• The minimum wages decided by the
central or state governments should be
above the floor wages.
Industrial Relations Code
The Industrial Employment (Standing
Orders) Act, 1946 had made it mandatory for
employers of industrial establishments with
100 or more workers to define the conditions
of employment and rules of conduct for
workmen.
Under the new Code, the minimum number
of workers employed for an establishment to
have standing orders has been raised to 300.
The Code also introduces new conditions
for conducting a legal strike. Employees are
prohibited from going on strike without
giving a 60-day notice.
The new Code also proposes the setting up
of a re-skilling fund for training retrenched
workers with contribution from the employer,
of an amount equal to 15 days last drawn by
the worker.
Social Security Code
Under new code, the definition of employees
has been widened to include inter-state
migrant workers, construction workers, film
industry workers and platform workers.
The gratuity period for working journalists
has been reduced from 5 years to 3 years.
The Code talks about setting up social security
funds for unorganized workers, platform
workers, and gig workers.

•
•
•
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Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code
The Code expands the definition of a factory
as a premise where at least 20 workers work
for a process with power and 40 workers for
a process without power.
The Code removes the manpower limit on
hazardous working conditions and makes
the application of the Code obligatory for
contractors recruiting 50 or more workers
(earlier it was 20).
The Code fixes the daily work hour limit to a
maximum of eight hours.
The employer is required to issue an
appointment letter.
The Code also proposes a Journey Allowance.

Department of Public Enterprises (DPE)

Context: The central government has decided to
entrust some powers in its strategic disinvestment
process to the Department of Public Enterprise (DPE).
This department has been brought under the Ministry
of finance.
•

Divestment or disinvestment means selling
a stake in a company, subsidiary or other
investments.

Current Process
•
•

•
•

NITI Aayog suggests names of public sector
enterprises for strategic disinvestment.
This proposal is sent to the cabinet secretary
(consists of the finance minister, the Minister
for administrative reforms and the Minister
for Road transport and highways), led by
the Core Group of Secretaries on Divestment
(CGD).
Core Group of Secretaries on Divestment
(CGD) gives suggestion to the alternative
mechanism.
After approval from alternative mechanisms
(AM), Department of Investment and
Public Asset Management (DIPAM) moves
the proposal to the Cabinet Committee of
Economic Affairs.

New Procedure
•

•

The centre plans to empower the Department
of Public Enterprise to seek approvals on
candidates for privatisation from the Cabinet
after NITI Aayog suggests name(s) for
strategic disinvestment.
The existing task of the DIPAM of taking the
candidates for privatization to the Core Group
of Secretaries on Divestment (CGD) and then
to the Alternative Mechanism and the Cabinet
may be given to the DPE.
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The DPE is preparing the new guidelines for
the closure of PSUs.

•

The Estimates Committee of 3rd Lok Sabha
(1962-67) stressed the need for setting
up a centralized coordinating unit, which
could make continuous appraisal of the
performance of public enterprises.
This led to the setting up of the Bureau of
Public Enterprises (BPE) in 1965 in the
Ministry of Finance.
The reorganization of the Ministries/
Departments of the Union Government in
September, 1985, BPE was made part of the
Ministry of Industry.
In May, 1990, BPE was made a full-fledged
Department known as the Department of
Public Enterprises (DPE).
Presently, it is part of the Ministry of Finance.
The Department of Public Enterprises is the
nodal department for all the Central Public
Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) and formulates
policy pertaining to CPSEs.

Department of Public Enterprises (DPE)

•
•
•
•
•

Regulations Review Authority (RRA 2.0)

Context: The Reserve Bank of India has withdrawn
more than 100 redundant circulars following
recommendations made by the Regulations Review
Authority.
•

The redundant circulars withdrawn relate to
certain norms concerning:
Ø Foreign Investment in India by Foreign
Portfolio Investors
Ø Real-Time Gross Settlement (RTGS)
Ø Know Your Customer (KYC)
Ø Anti-Money
Laundering
(AML)/
Combating of Financing of Terrorism
(CFT)
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RRA (2.0)
•
•

The Regulations Review Authority (RRA 2.0)
was set up by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
in April this year.
The objective of RRA 2.0 is to:
Ø Review the regulatory instructions
Ø Removing redundant and duplicate
instructions
Ø Reduce the compliance burden on
regulated entities (REs) by streamlining
reporting structure
Ø Revoking obsolete instructions and
wherever possible obviating paper-based
submission of returns.

Retail Inflation

Context: The retail inflation in India rose to 4.48 per
cent in October 2021, mainly due to higher fuel and
edible oil prices.
Notable Points
•
•

•
•

The change in the price index over a period of
time is referred to as CPI-based inflation, or
retail inflation.
CPI is used as a macroeconomic indicator of
inflation, as a tool by the central bank and
government for inflation targeting and for
inspecting price stability, and as deflator in
the national accounts.
CPI also helps understand the real value of
salaries, wages, and pensions, the purchasing
power of the nation’s currency, and regulating
rates.
CPI formula: (Price of basket in current
period / Price of basket in base period) x 100

Schemes for Financial Inclusion

Context: Government launches scheme for retail
investors to buy, sell gilts directly.
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Gilt Funds
•

•

As per SEBI norms, gilt funds have the
mandate to invest at least 80% of their assets
in government securities. The government
bonds used to be issued in golden-edged
certificates. The nickname gilt comes from
that.
There are two kinds of gilt funds. One, gilt
funds that invest mostly in government
securities across maturities. Second, gilt funds
with a constant maturity of 10 years – these
funds must invest at least 80% of their assets
in government securities with a maturity of
10 years.
They have a very high-interest rate risk.

•
•
•

Exposure to government securities.
Minimal credit risk.
Excellent returns.

•

Benefits of investing in gilt funds

Digital Divide

Context: The UPI payments system has cut across the
Indian socio-economic digital divide.
Digital Divide

The digital divide is a term that refers to the gap
between demographics and regions that have access to
modern information and communications technology
(ICT), and those that don't or have restricted access.
This technology can include the telephone, television,
personal computers and internet connectivity.
United Payment Interface (UPI)
•
•

UPI is a system that powers multiple bank
accounts into a single mobile application (of
any participating bank).
The real-time payment system developed
by National Payments Corporation of India
(NPCI) facilitating inter-bank peer-topeer (P2P) and person-to-merchant (P2M)
transactions.

How is it unique?
•
•
•
•
•

Immediate money transfer through mobile
device round the clock 24*7 and 365 days.
Single mobile application for accessing
different bank accounts.
Single Click 2 Factor Authentication – Aligned
with the Regulatory guidelines, yet provides
for a very strong feature of seamless single
click payment.
Virtual address of the customer for Pull &
Push provides for incremental security with
the customer not required to enter the details
such as Card no, Account number; IFSC etc.
QR Code

•
•
•
•
•
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Best answer to Cash on Delivery hassle,
running to an ATM or rendering exact
amount.
Merchant Payment with Single Application or
In-App Payments.
Utility Bill Payments, Over the Counter
Payments, QR Code (Scan and Pay) based
payments.
Donations,
Collections,
Disbursements
Scalable.
Raising Complaint from Mobile App directly.

National Payments Corporation of India
(NPCI)
•
•
•

NPCI is the specialised division of Reserve
Bank of India which is under the jurisdiction
of Ministry of Finance.
It was created by RBI for operating retail
payments and settlement systems in India.
Founded in December 2008, the NPCI is
a not-for-profit organisation registered
under Section 8 of the Companies Act 2013,
established by the Reserve Bank of India and
Indian Banks' Association.

Kisan Credit Card (KCC)

Context: The Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry
& Dairying, in association with the Department of
Fisheries (DOF) and the Department of Financial
Services (DFS), is organizing a nationwide campaign
to expand the benefits of KCC to all eligible animal
husbandry, dairy and fishery farmers.
•

KCC
•
•
•

The Livestock sector is important for Indian
economy as it comprise one third of the
agriculture and allied sector GVA and having
over 8% CAGR.

The scheme was introduced in 1998 for issue
of Kisan Credit Cards to farmers on the basis
of their holdings for uniform adoption by the
banks.
Farmers may use KCC to purchase agriculture
inputs such as seeds, fertilizers, pesticides etc.
and draw cash for their production needs.
KCC will provide credit support to:
Ø Meet the short-term credit requirements
for cultivation of crops.
Ø Post-harvest expenses.
Ø Produce marketing loan.
Ø Consumption requirements of farmer
household.
Ø Working capital for maintenance of farm
assets and activities allied to agriculture.
Ø Investment credit requirement for
agriculture and allied activities.
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Role of Livestock in Indian Economy

About 20.5 million people depend upon livestock for their livelihood.
Livestock contributed 16% to the income of small farm households as against an average of
14% for all rural households.
Livestock provides livelihood to two-third of rural community.
Livestock provides employment to about 8.8 % of the population in India.
Livestock sector contributes 4.11% GDP and 25.6% of total Agriculture GDP.

Contribution of livestock to people
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fiber and skins: The livestock contribute to the production of wool, hair, hides, and pelts.
Leather is the most important product which has a very high export potential.
Food: The livestock provides food items such as Milk, Meat and Eggs for human consumption.
Transportation: Bullocks are the back bone of Indian agriculture. Farmers still depends upon
bullocks for various agricultural operations. The bullocks are saving a lot on fuel which is a
necessary input for using mechanical power like tractors, combine harvesters etc.
Animal waste: Dung and other animal wastes serve as very good farm yard manure. Dung is
also used as fuel (bio gas, dung cakes), and for construction as poor man’s cement (dung).
Moving banks: Livestock are considered as 'moving banks' because of their potentiality to
dispose off during emergencies.
Weed control: Livestock are also used as Biological control of brush, plants and weeds.

WPI Inflation
Context: The wholesale price inflation rate jumped to a
five-month high of 12.54 per cent in October.
•

As demand is recovering, industry is likely to

pass on the higher costs to consumers and
this may affect retail price inflation.

Key findings
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

The high rate of inflation is due to rise in prices

of mineral oils, basic metals, food products,
crude petroleum & natural gas, chemicals and
chemical products etc.

Inflation in manufactured items was higher at

12.04 per cent in October.

In the fuel and power basket, the rate of price

rise was 37.18 per cent in October.

Crude petroleum inflation was 80.57 per cent

during the month.

Inflation in food articles witnessed some

Wholesale price index
•
•
•

uptick on a month-on-month basis at (-) 1.69

•

cent, while in onions it was (-) 25.01 per cent.

•

per cent in October.

Vegetable prices were lower at (-) 18.49 per
Manufactured items as a group saw the

inflation rate rising to 12.04 per cent.

WPI is the price of a representative basket of

wholesale goods.

It is an important index necessary for

calculating inflation in a country.

WPI focuses on the price of goods that are

traded between corporations. It does not

concentrate on goods purchased by the
consumers.

WPI helps in assessing macroeconomic as

well as microeconomic conditions of an
economy.

The main objective of WPI is monitoring

price drifts that reflect demand and supply in
manufacturing, construction and industry.
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WPI in India
•

WPI and CPI (Consumer Price Index) are used to calculate the inflation rates. In India, Inflation rates are
based on WPI which is released by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

Purvanchal Expressway

Context: The 341-km Purvanchal Expressway is inaugurated by Prime Minister.
Details
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The expressway starts from Chandsarai village in the district of Lucknow located on the LucknowSultanpur-road and ends at Haidaria village on National Highway 31 in Ghazipur district.
It is currently a six-lane wide highway and can be expanded to eight-lane in the future.
It will reduce the travel time between Lucknow to Buxar in Bihar from seven hours to nearly four hours.
The travel time from Lucknow to Ghazipur will be reduced from 6 hours to 3.5 hours.
It establishes a direct link between the NCR and eastern Uttar Pradesh till almost the Bihar border.
The Yamuna Expressway connects Noida to Agra while the Lucknow-Agra Expressway goes up to the
state capital.
The expressway is to be linked with Varanasi–Azamgarh highway through a separate link road.

India's informal economy
Context: In a report by the State Bank of India’s (SBI) economic research department:
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e-Shram portal
•

Digital lending

The portal was launched by Ministry of

•

Labour and Employment for creating a

National Database of Unorganized Workers
(NDUW), which will be seeded with Aadhaar.

•

On e-shram portal, some 5.7 crore unorganised

October 30.

Sixty-two per cent of workers are in the 18-

40 age group, and 92 per cent have a monthly
income of less than Rs 10,000.

Unroganised Worker

Any worker who is a home based-worker, selfemployed worker or a wage worker in the unorganised
sector including a worker in the organised sector
who is not a member of ESIC or EPFO or not a Govt.
employee is called an Unorganised Worker.
•

Workers from the agriculture sector account
for 55 per cent of registration on e-Shram
portal, followed by the construction sector
(13 per cent).
Of the 5.7 crore registered workers, 81.2 per
cent have bank accounts, but only 24 per cent
of them have Aadhaar-linked bank accounts.

•

NOTE:
•

Around 93 per cent of India’s workforce
is part of the informal economy (NSSO
2014).

2011 Census:
•

•
•

The informal size of the trade, hotels,
transport,
communication,
and
broadcasting sectors, which employ
around 17 crore households as per the
2011 census, is 40 per cent.
The informal sector in construction is
around 34 per cent, and that in public
administration around 16 per cent.
Manufacturing sector has an informal
component of around 20 per cent.

RBI proposes new law to regulate digital
lending
Context: A Reserve Bank of India (RBI) working group
has recommended a separate legislation to prevent
illegal digital lending activities.
•

•

workers have registered themselves until

•

Digital lending including lending through
online platforms and mobile applications.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
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It is the process of offering loans that
are applied for, disbursed, and managed
through digital channels, in which
lenders use digitized data to inform credit
decisions and build intelligent customer
engagement.
A digital lending platform allows banks
and credit unions to create an enhanced
consumer experience for borrowers,
giving them access to a variety of product
offerings in a timely manner. With a digital
lending platform, the loan application can
be completed online.

Background
•

The panel was set up in the backdrop of
business conduct and customer protection
concerns arising out of the spurt in digital
lending activities.

Key Highlights
•
•
•

The panel report has been focused on
enhancing customer protection and making
the digital lending ecosystem safe and sound
while encouraging innovation.
The working group has also suggested setting
up of a self-regulatory organisation covering
the participants in digital lending.
It also said all data must be stored in servers
located in India.

Recommendations
•
•
•
•
•

Development of certain baseline technology
standards and compliance with those
standards as a pre-condition for offering
digital lending solutions.
Disbursement of loans directly into the bank
accounts of borrowers; disbursement and
servicing of loans only through bank accounts
of the digital lenders.
Data collection with prior and explicit consent
of borrowers with verifiable audit trails.
Each digital lender to provide a key fact
statement in a standardised format including
the Annual Percentage Rate.
Standardised code of conduct for recovery
to be framed by the proposed SRO in
consultation with RBI.

The crypto conundrum

Context: The current rally in bitcoin and other
private cryptocurrencies has witnessed the increasing
participation of retail investors in India.
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•

Since 2020, when the Supreme Court
overturned an order by the Reserve Bank
of India dated April 6, 2018, restricting the
use of cryptocurrencies, traffic in domestic
cryptocurrency exchanges in India has grown
many-fold.

Are Crypto Currencies on speculative run?
•
•

•

The
most
important
feature
of
cryptocurrencies is their limited supply.
Central banks throughout globally create a lot
of money. Money creation by central banks
causes the price of all goods to rise and also
tends to accelerate the adoption of alternative
assets as currencies.
When central banks create a lot of money,
it leads to an increase in the prices of not
just goods such as food and cars but also
that of commodities such as gold and silver,
considered to be alternative forms of money.

Central Excise duty cut
Context: The Centre finally decided to cut the excise
duty on petrol and diesel by ₹5 and ₹10 a litre,
respectively.
•

More than 20 States and Union Territories
also reduced the VAT levied on the fuel
products.

Implications
•

States are likely to lose around Rs 44,000
crore.

•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
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It is natural for investors who are looking
to protect their wealth to seek abode in
alternative assets whose supply cannot be
cranked up as easily.
Scarcity alone is not sufficient to facilitate the
adoption of cryptocurrencies as money.
Any asset must have either use value or
exchange value in order for it to possess any
fundamental value. This fundamental value,
in turn, is reflected in the price of these assets
in the long run.
Ø Stocks and bonds, for instance, possess
exchange value that is based on the
expected future cash flow from these
assets.
Ø Commodities such as oil and steel possess
use value because these assets are used
to run vehicles and build real estate
Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies may be
scarce but it is questionable whether they
possess any use value or exchange value.

However, the states are not actually losing
money as they are getting Rs 60,000 crore of
additional revenue from the Centre as part of
the higher-than-budgeted tax devolution.
It could reduce the consumer price index
(CPI) inflation rate by up to 0.30 percentage
points.
It will help soften the inflation trajectory and
boost overall confidence levels of households
and other economic agents.
Consumption of petrol and diesel to rise 14
per cent and 8 per cent, respectively, in FY22.
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Key Details
•

•

Background
•
•
•
•

The Centre had been levying excise duties and
cess of ₹32.90 per litre on petrol and ₹31.80
per litre on diesel. For context, the central
excise duty on diesel was ₹3.56 per litre in
2014.
Last year, excise duty on petrol increased by
65% but now decreased by 15%.
Between April and September, Government’s
collection from excise on petrol rose 33%
compared to last year.
Collection of excise is 79% more than preCovid levels.

•

•

Central excise duty

•

Earlier, the month and year in which the
commodity is manufactured or pre-packed
or imported was required to be mentioned
in the package. Representation from Industry
and associations in this respect has been
received to remove this ambiguity.
For reducing compliance burden and
removing the ambiguity of declaration
of date on pre packed commodities for
consumers, the declaration has now been
required to the month and year in which
the commodity is manufactured for the pre
packed commodities.
The provisions of declarations of MRP has
been simplified by removing illustration
and providing for making the mandatory
declaration of MRP in Indian currency
inclusive of all taxes. This has allowed the
manufacturer/packer/importer to declare
the MRP on the pre packed commodities in a
simplified manner.
Rules for declaring the commodities sold in
pre packed commodities in numbers have
been eased out for reducing the compliance
burden for manufacturer /importer/packer.
Earlier such declarations could be denoted as
‘N’ or ‘U’ only.
Now the quantities can be expressed in terms
of the number or unit or piece or pair or set
or such other word which represents the
quantity in the package. This will remove the
ambiguity of declaration of quantity sold by
number in pre packed commodities.

Central excise duty is an indirect tax, i.e. each person,
rich or poor, is liable to pay tax indirectly on purchase
of goods which have already been charged to duty. This
tax is administered under the authority of Entry 84 of
Union List of the Seventh Schedule read with Article
226 of the Constitution of India.
Value-added tax

New accountability norms

A value-added tax, is a type of tax that is assessed
incrementally. It is levied on the price of a product or
service at each stage of production, distribution, or sale
to the end consumer.

Context: The FinMin has issued norms to guide stateowned banks in adopting a uniform staff accountability
framework for NPA (non-performing asset) accounts
up to Rs 50 crore.

Packaged
amended

Commodities

Rules

2011

Context: The central government has amended the
Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Rules 2011
for enhanced protection of Consumer Rights. The
amendments will come into effect from April 1, 2022.
•
•

The Department of Consumer Affairs has
omitted the Rule 5 of the Legal Metrology
(Packaged Commodities), Rules 2011
defining the Schedule II prescribing the pack
sizes of various types of commodities.
A new provision has been introduced to
indicate the unit sale price on pre packed
commodities, which will allow easier
comparison of the prices of the commodities
at the time of purchase.

•
•

The step has been taken to protect bankers
in case bonafide business decisions go wrong
and lead to NPAs.
These guidelines shall be implemented with
effect from April 1, 2022, for accounts turning
NPAs starting next financial year.

Details
•

•

The Department of Financial Services (DFS),
suggests the guidelines to be adopted by
all public sector banks (PSBs) on ‘Staff
Accountability Framework for NPA Accounts
up to Rs 50 crore’.
At present, different banks follow different
procedures for conducting staff accountability
exercises.
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Staff accountability exercise is carried out in
respect of all accounts which turn NPA.
Banks will have to complete an accountability
exercise within six months from the date an
account is classified as NPA.
Depending on the banks’ business size,
the guidelines suggest threshold limits for
scrutiny of the accountability by the chief
vigilance officer.
If NPA is caused by external factors — such
as change in government policy, natural
calamities, non-release of government
subsidy/grant — it should not attract a staff
accountability examination.

Logistics Ease Across Different States
(LEADS) report
Context: Gujarat has retained the top spot on the

Centre’s annual logistics rankings for states, with

Haryana and Punjab taking the second and third spots,
respectively. Uttar Pradesh rose seven spots to sixth.
•

To protect bankers and remove their fears of being
investigated for bona fide business decisions gone
wrong.

•

Financial inclusion metrics

•

20th and 21st respectively.

North Eastern States, and J&K and Ladakh

have been considered a separate group for

LEADS
•

States with higher financial inclusion /
more bank accounts have seen a perceptible
decline in crime along with a meaningful drop
in consumption of alcohol and tobaccos.
Under the no-frills accounts scheme, the
number of persons with deposit accounts at
banks has significantly increased.

The Logistics Ease Across Different States

(LEADS) report is aimed at gauging the

logistics performance of states and Union

Territories (UT) and identifying areas where
•

Financial inclusion
•

Goa, Bihar, Himachal Pradesh and Assam

LEADS rankings.

Context: India is now ahead of China in financial
inclusion metrics, with mobile and Internet banking
transactions rising sharply.

•

West Bengal, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,

were ranked 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th,

Why was the step needed?

•

CURRENT AFFAIRS
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The world bank defines financial inclusion as
a situation where businesses and individuals
have access to useful and affordable financial
products and services.
Having easy access to a bank account through
which an individual can conduct a transaction
is the first step towards a broader financial
inclusion.

they can improve logistics performance.

States are ranked based on quality and

capacity of key infrastructure such as road,
rail and warehousing as well as on operational

ease of logistics including security of cargo,

speed of terminal services and regulatory
•

approvals.

India’s logistics costs account for 13-14 per

cent of GDP, compared to 7-8 per cent in
developed countries.

Logistics
•
•

Logistics refers to the overall process of

managing how resources are acquired, stored,
and transported to their final destination.

The term is now used widely in the business

sector, particularly by companies in the

manufacturing sectors, to refer to how

resources are handled and moved along the

µ

µ

µ

µ

supply chain.

µ
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Glasgow Climate Pact
Context: At COP26 in Glasgow, countries agreed to call out coal, double adaptation finance and finalise rules for
carbon trading, in a bid to ‘keep 1.5C alive’.
Key Highlights
•
•
•
•

The provision of finance for mitigation the impact of global warming is the key points.
The agreement mentions the need to phase out coal and fossil fuel subsidies.
India raised an objection related to phase out of coal and fossil fuels.
The pact has urged that the $100 billion per year (by US, Canada, European Union and the UK) was
promised in 2009 but has yet to be delivered should materialize by 2023.
Limiting global warming to 1.5°C by 2100 requires rapid, deep and sustained reductions in greenhouse
gas emissions, including reducing global carbon dioxide emissions by 45% by 2030, relative to the 2010
level, and to net zero around mid-century.
Developing countries should push the financing agenda at CoP-27 next year in Egypt.
$413 million have been contributed to the Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF).
The LDCF is for a group of countries, several of them island nations, that have the least carbon emissions
but also are at greatest risk.

•
•
•
•

India's commitment
•
•

India committed to reaching net zero by 2070, rather than 2050.
Net zero is when a country’s greenhouse gas emissions are balanced by removing an equivalent amount
from the atmosphere.
India has committed to increase the use of renewable energy by 2030.
Conference of the Parties
(COP)

•
•
•
•
•
•

It is the supreme decision-making body of the UNFCCC.
The COP meets every year, unless the Parties decide otherwise. The first COP meeting was held in
Berlin, Germany in March, 1995.
The COP meets in Bonn, the seat of the secretariat, unless a Party offers to host the session.
The office of the COP President normally rotates among the five United Nations regional groups
which are - Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, Central and Eastern Europe and Western
Europe and Others.
The President is usually the environment minister of his or her home country. S/he is elected by
acclamation immediately after the opening of a COP session.
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Zero-emission cars by 2040
Context: India promises (voluntary initiatives) on

•

work towards ensuring that only zero-emission cars
and vans are sold by the year 2040.
•
•
•
•

•

This timeline is meant for the developed

nations,

and

commitment.

is

not

a

legally-binding

Road transport accounts for about 10 per

cent of global greenhouse gas emissions.

This will help in keeping global temperature

rise within 2 degrees Celsius from preindustrial levels.
Major

automobile

companies,

including

Ford, General Motors, Mercedes-Benz, Jaguar
Land Rover and Volvo, have also signed the
declaration.

India has set a target for 30 per cent of all

passenger cars and 70 per cent of commercial

vehicles supposed to become electric by
2030.

Zero-emission

vehicles

(ZEV)

•
•

•

Agreement.

The Zero Emission Vehicles Transition

Council was formed in November 2020.

It is the world’s first political forum through

which ministers and representatives will

meet to discuss how to accelerate the pace
of the global transition to zero emission
vehicles.

There are now 8.5 million zero emission

passenger vehicles on the roads, and

combined national zero emission vehicle
targets now represent 41% of the global
passenger vehicle market.

2020 priorities
•

There is a need for investment on global

charging infrastructure for light and heavyduty vehicles.

regulations are a vital measure to support the
emission vehicles.

Fishing Cat collaring project
Context: Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary (Andhra Pradesh)
set for fishing cats (Prionailurus viverrinus) collaring

project. The sanctuary spreads above 235.7 square
kilometres.
•

The country's first project has been taken up

by the conservation biologists of the Wildlife
Institute of India (WII) at Dehradun.

Key Findings
•
•

The census was conducted in 2018 and 115

Fishing Cats were recorded.

The portion of the Coringa mangrove

ecosystem has been disturbed by the activities
of the production of ID liquor in the Godavari

transition

ZEV is vital to meet the goals of the Paris

CO2 or fuel efficiency standards and

deployment of both light and heavy duty zero

estuary.

council: 2022 Action Plan
•

CURRENT AFFAIRS
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Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary (CWS)
•
•
•
•
•
•

CWS is a wildlife sanctuary and estuary

situated near Kakinada in Andhra Pradesh.

It is the second largest stretch of mangrove

forests in India.

It is home to the critically endangered white-

backed vulture and the long billed vulture.

The sanctuary is a part of the Godavari

estuary and has extensive mangrove and dry
deciduous tropical forest.

The rivers Coringa and Gaderu and their

deltaic branches intersect the region, along
with other water channels.

The sanctuary is still struggling to be declared

as a ‘Ramsar Convention Site’ despite various
threats to its ecology.
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•

•

The Government has 10% blending target for

mixing ethanol with petrol by 2022 & 20%
blending target by 2030 and 5% blending of

biodiesel in diesel in the whole country by
2030.

Details
•

In the transitional period, both E20 and E10

(petrol blended with 10 per cent ethanol) will
be available but at different retail outlets.

There will be no separate dispensing unit

for E20 ethanol at a single retail outlet. The
existing dispensing units will just start selling

to be ethanol (E20) compliant from 2025. E20 petrol
will be introduced from 2023.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
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E20 ethanol.

Ethanol
•
•
•

Ethanol is a renewable fuel made from

various plant materials collectively known as
"biomass."

Ethanol is an organic chemical compound.

Ethanol is a volatile, flammable, colorless

liquid with a characteristic wine-like odor
and pungent taste.
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•

Ethanol is naturally produced by the
fermentation of sugars by yeasts or via
petrochemical processes such as ethylene
hydration.

Ethanol as a fuel
•

•
•
•
•
•

The use of ethanol as a fuel for internal
combustion engines has been given much
attention mostly because of its possible
environmental and long-term economical
advantages over fossil fuel.
Ethanol was examined as an automotive fuel
by Nikolas A Otto in 1897. Brazil has been
using this fuel since 1920s.
Ethanol can be combined with petrol in any
concentration up to pure ethanol (E100).
Ethanol without water, can be blended with
petrol in varying quantities to reduce the
consumption of petroleum fuels, as well as to
reduce air pollution.
Ethanol is increasingly used as an oxygenate
additive for standard petrol.
Ethanol provides high quality, high octane for
exceptional engine performance and reduced
emissions.

Ethanol as a fuel in India
•
•

•
•
•
•

India initiated the use of ethanol as an
automotive fuel in the year 2003.
Due to ethanol shortage during 2004-05,
the blending mandate was made optional in
October 2004, and resumed in October 2006
in the second phase with a gradual rise to
10% blending.
In 2008, the Ministry of New & Renewable
Energy established a National Policy on
Biofuels to limit the country's future carbon
footprint and dependence on foreign crude.
Under this, the blending level of bio-ethanol
at 5 % with petrol was proposed from October
2008, leading to a target of 20 % blending of
bio-ethanol by 2017.
Currently, Government is implementing
Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme
wherein OMCs sell petrol blended with
ethanol up to 10%.
During the ethanol supply year 2019-20 about
173.03 crore liters of ethanol was supplied
by sugar mills and grain-based distilleries to
OMCs thereby achieving 5% blending target.
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Kaiser-i-Hind
Context: The Cabinet of Arunachal Pradesh approved
the large, brightly coloured Kaiser-i-Hind as the State
butterfly.
•

The Cabinet also adopted the
Pakke Tiger Reserve 2047
declaration on climate changeresilient
and
responsive
Arunachal
Pradesh
aimed
at lowering emissions and
sustainable development.

Kaiser-i-Hind
•
•
•
•
•

Kaiser-i-Hind
(Teinopalpus
imperialis)
literally means Emperor of India.
This butterfly with a 90-120 mm wingspan
is found in six States along the Eastern
Himalayas at elevations from 6,000-10,000
feet in well-wooded terrain.
The butterfly also flutters in Nepal, Bhutan,
Myanmar, Laos, Vietnam and southern China.
An International Union for Conservation of
Nature red-listed species, the Kaiser-i-Hind
usually flies at tree-top level and descends
to sit on low vegetation when there is strong
morning sunlight.
It is in flight during April-July and lays eggs on
the underside of leaves.

Pakke Tiger Reserve
•
•
•
•
•

It is a Project Tiger reserve in the Pakke
Kessang district of Arunachal Pradesh.
It is bounded by Bhareli or Kameng River in
the west and north, and by Pakke River in the
east.
It is surrounded by contiguous forests on
most sides.
In 2001, the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh
renamed Pakhui Wildlife Sanctuary as Pakke
Wildlife Sanctuary Division.
This Tiger Reserve has won India Biodiversity
Award 2016 in the category of 'Conservation
of threatened species' for its Hornbill Nest
Adoption Programme.

Pakke Declaration
•
•

•

It is aimed at “climate resilient development”
in the state.
It envisages climate resilient development
through its five broad themes i.e.
#PanchDharas- environment, forest and
climate change; health and well being of all;
sustainable and adaptive living; livelihoods
and opportunities and evidence generation
and collaborative action.
These rest on 75 strategies including
protecting forest cover, restoring degraded
forests, reducing health vulnerability due to
climate change and extreme weather events,
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Risk
•
•
•
•

The vegetation in the Pantanal has evolved to
coexist with fire.
Many plant species there require the heat
from fires to germinate.
Often caused by lightning strikes, those
natural fires spring up at the end of the dry
season, but the surrounding floodplains
prevent them from spreading.
Drought is also contributing to the unusually
dry conditions and exacerbating the fire risk.

Wetlands
•
•

Wetlands are the places where the land
is covered by water, either salt, fresh, or
somewhere in between—cover just over 6%
of the Earth's land surface.
Sprinkled throughout every continent except
Antarctica, they provide food, clean drinking
water, and refuge for countless people and
animals.

Jackfruit tree

Pantanal wetlands

Context: Pantanal, the world’s largest tropical wetlands is facing a severe crisis due to wildfires and
climate change.

Context: A jackfruit tree, aged around 250, located 40
km from Bengaluru, is believed to be State’s oldest tree
of this variety and one of the oldest in the country. The
tree has a massive canopy. With a height of 19.5 m and
a trunk girth of 6.5 m.
•

Horticultural scientists are striving to get
“heritage tree” status for it.

•

Criteria for considering a tree as a "heritage
tree" includes its size, shape, rarity,
aesthetical/historical values, association
with historic person, place or even myths.
A certain species need not be native to an
area for this tag.
Heritage trees are an integral and valuable
part of our natural and cultural landscape
and are often among the oldest living objects
in the country.

Heritage Tree

•
•
About Pantanal wetlands
•
•
•
•

The Pantanal wetlands are located in the
heart of South America.
They are the world’s largest tropical wetlands.
They stretch from Brazil into Paraguay and
Bolivia.
The Pantanal comprises about 3% of the
entire world’s wetlands.
80% of the Pantanal floodplains are
submerged during the rainy seasons,
nurturing a biologically diverse collection of
aquatic plants and helping to support a dense
array of animal species.

How is the age of the tree determined?
•
•

The most common method of determining
the age of the tree is Dendrochronology – or
tree-ring dating also called growth rings.
Each year, roughly a tree adds to its girth, the
new growth is called a tree ring. By counting
the rings of a tree, the age can be determined.

Why was the concept of heritage tree
introduced?
•

A heritage tree will get special protection.

Clean Yamuna

Context: Delhi government announced a six-point
action plan to completely clean the Yamuna by 2025.
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Climate Equity Monitor
Context: The Climate Equity Monitor (CEM) provides an online dashboard for assessing equity in climate action,
inequalities in emissions, energy and resource consumption across the world, and ongoing climate policies of
various countries.
•

The dashboard/website has been conceptualized and developed by independent researchers from

India:
Ø
Ø

The Climate Change Group at the M.S Swaminathan Research Foundation (MSSRF), Chennai

The Natural Sciences and Engineering department at the National Institute of Advanced Studies

(NIAS) Bengaluru
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Aim
•

•
•

It is aimed at monitoring the performance of

Annex-I Parties under the UNFCCC (developed
countries)

based

on

the

foundational

principles of the Climate Convention.

The performance and policies of the Non

Annex-I Parties (developing countries) will
be also provided for comparison.

CEM clearly illustrates the scale of developed

country overuse and provides estimates
of the carbon debt and credit of different

Annex-I (developed nations) and non-Annex-I
(developing countries).

Need of CEM
•

•

The CEM is meant to bring an awareness,

especially in India, to the fact that climate
change is a global collective action problem
and cannot be solved merely by self-sacrifice.

The CEM integrates result of climate science

with the basic issue of climate equity and
justice.

Background
•
•

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

Infrastructure for Resilient Island States
(IRIS)
Context: Government of India launched an initiative for
developing the infrastructure of small island nations
(most vulnerable countries) facing the biggest threat
from climate change.
•
•
•
•
How?
•
•

(IPCC) have underlined the importance of

•

restrict temperature rise since pre-industrial

•

cumulative emissions and carbon budgets.

The world has a limited carbon budget to

times to either 1.5°C or 2°C.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
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•

In such countries, climate change is a major
challenge for the security of their people’s
lives, and for their economies also.
India has made special arrangements for
cooperation with the Pacific islands and
Caricom (Caribbean Community) countries
in the wake of the threat of climate change.
It is an initiative by the Coalition for Disaster
Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI).
The initiative is a result of cooperation
between India, UK, Australia and small island
nations Fiji, Jamaica and Mauritius.
ISRO will build a special data window for
them to provide them timely information
about cyclones, coral-reef monitoring, coastline monitoring etc. through satellite.
IRIS will be easy for SIDS to mobilise
technology, finance necessary information
faster.
UK is contributing financially to the initiative
IRIS.
The Quad support, including the US and Japan
support for India's CDRI.
IRIS as a part of CDRI would focus on building
capacity, and having pilot projects.
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Coalition
for
Infrastructure
•

•
•
•

Disaster
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Resilient

CDRI is an international coalition of countries,
United Nations (UN) agencies, multilateral
development banks, the private sector, and
academic institutions, that aims to promote
disaster-resilient infrastructure.
Its objective is to promote research
and knowledge sharing in the fields of
infrastructure risk management, standards,
financing, and recovery mechanisms.
CDRI's initial focus is on developing disasterresilience in ecological, social, and economic
infrastructure.
It was launched by the Indian Prime Minister
at the UN Climate Action Summit in September
2019.
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SIDS countries
The small island developing states (SIDS) are
vulnerable countries that face particular situations of
social, economic and environmental vulnerabilities
and constraints. There are 38 UN Member countries
and 20 non-UN Members identified as SIDS.
Three principal actions for supporting the
resilience-building work of SIDS:
1.
2.
3.

Raise the visibility of island vulnerability
issues
Identify resilience-building and other special
support measures for SIDS
Provide selected SIDS with a range of
advisory services, with a special focus on
least developed SIDS which are faced with the
challenge of graduation from LDC status
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Sign off on Paris Rulebook, says BASIC
Context: At COP26, Indian union environment minister, on behalf of BASIC group of countries, said that developing
countries must be accorded time, policy space and support to transition towards a low emissions future.
•
•

The BASIC countries (formed by an agreement on 28 November 2009) are a bloc of four large newly
industrialized countries- Brazil, South Africa, India and China.
BASIC countries together have one-third of the world’s geographical area and nearly 40% of the world’s
population.

Paris Agreement Rulebook
rulebook must be concluded at COP26
of the UNFCCC which has already been
delayed by a year due to coronavirus.
o The rulebook will set Paris Agreement in motion
by laying out the tools and processes to enable it is
implemented fairly and properly.
Paris Rulebook at COP24 in Poland in 2018.
o Finalization of the Paris Agreement Rulebook will
help in effective implementation of the CBDR-RC
by countries.

Paris Agreement Rulebook
•

•

The demand for the finalization of rulebook
must be concluded at COP26 of the UNFCCC
which has already been delayed by a year due
to coronavirus.
Ø The rulebook will set Paris Agreement
in motion by laying out the tools and
processes to enable it is implemented
fairly and properly.
Ø Countries had agreed to develop and
finalize the Paris Rulebook at COP24 in
Poland in 2018.
Ø Finalization of the Paris Agreement
Rulebook will help in effective
implementation of the CBDR-RC by
countries.
BASIC group asked the developed world to
mobilise $100 billion annually as climate
finance support to developing countries
to meet their existing obligations towards
carbon emissions.

Ganges River Dolphins

Context: The Jal Shakti Ministry released a guide for
the safe rescue and release of stranded Ganges River
Dolphins.

BASIC group asked the developed
world to mobilise $100 billion

to developing countries to meet their
existing obligations towards carbon
emissions.

•
•

The guide has been drawn from years of
experience of the organisation while rescuing
25 Ganges River Dolphins (GRDs) stranded in
irrigation canals.
The document has been prepared by the
Turtle Survival Alliance, India Program and
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Department (EFCCD), Uttar Pradesh.

Ganges River Dolphins (GRDs)
•
•

•
•

The GRDs have been designated the National
Aquatic Animal of India since 2010.
They are listed as ‘Endangered’ under IUCN
Red List Assessments, Schedule I of the Indian
Wildlife (Protection) Act (1972), Appendix I
of the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES).
The species, whose global population is
estimated at 4,000, are (nearly 80%) found in
the Indian subcontinent.
Found throughout the Ganges-BrahmaputraMeghna and Karnaphuli-Sangu river systems
of Nepal, India and Bangladesh, the Ganges
River Dolphin is a global priority and is also
an indicator of healthy aquatic systems.
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Various threats
•
•
•

They often accidentally enter canal channels in northern India and are often entrapped, and die as they
are unable to swim up against the gradient.
They are eventually harassed by the locals.
Opportunistic poaching for meat and oil in certain pockets of the country is another big threat.

'Beavan’s swift' butterfly

Context: In an assessment of butterflies across the seven biodiversity parks in Delhi revealed the presence of the
Beavan’s swift, a species that has previously not been spotted in the city.
•

The most commonly found butterflies were the Common Emigrant, Mottled Emigrant, Striped Tiger,
Plain Tigers, and Common Grass Yellow.
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Assessment of Biodiversity parks
•
•
•

It is the first such systematic assessment for

the biodiversity parks in Delhi.

The six-day assessment was carried out from

October 25 to 30.

Scientists at the seven biodiversity parks

(Yamuna, Aravalli, Tilpath Valley, Northern
Ridge, Tughlaqabad, Neela Hauz and Kalindi

biodiversity parks), students from Hansraj
•

College and Mata Sundri College, and
volunteers, were part of the assessment.

the parks, however, parks are known to have
around 113 species.

at COP26
Context: During the 11th Facilitative Sharing of Views
(FSV) at the ongoing COP26, India made a presentation
on its third Biennial Update Report (BUR) that was
submitted to UNFCCC in February 2021.

India highlighted the fact that India represents

17% of the global population, its historical
cumulative emissions are only 4%, while
current annual GHG emissions are only about
5%.

Key Highlights of 3rd BUR
•
•
•
•

•

24% reduction in emission intensity of its

Gross domestic product over the period of
2005-2014.

In the last 7 years, India’s installed solar

energy capacity has increased 17 times.

The solar energy capacity now stands at about

45 gigawatts.

India is taking several mitigation actions

across the entire economy and society and

has progressively decoupling of its economic
growth from greenhouse gas emissions.

As disaster risk is increasing, India asks from

developing countries to enhance international
cooperation.

India's 15 per cent of total carbon dioxide

emission in 2016 was removed from the

atmosphere by the LULUCF (Land Use, Land•

•

The assessment found a total of 71 species at

India’s Third Biennial Update Report (BUR)

•

•
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Use Change and Forestry).

Indians has played an important role in

enhancing its forest cover, and that its forests
provide all the four ecosystem services.

Between 2015 and 2019, the forest and tree

cover increased by 13,031 square kilometer
and mangrove cover increased by 235 square

•
•

kilometers.

Populations of Asiatic lion, elephant, rhino

increased manifold in the last 5 to 6 years.

There is no sector that has been left untouched

while planning and implementing climate
mitigation actions.

United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change
•
•

•

•

The UNFCCC entered into force on 21 March

1994.
The

197

countries

that

have

ratified

the Convention are called Parties to the
Convention.

Preventing “dangerous” human interference

with the climate system is the ultimate aim of
the UNFCCC.

The UNFCCC defines “climate change” as: “a

change of climate which is attributed directly
or indirectly to human activity that alters

the composition of the global atmosphere
and which is in addition to natural climate

variability observed over comparable time
periods.”
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Tight oil
Context: Cairn Oil & Gas is partnering US-based Halliburton to start shale exploration in the Lower Barmer Hill
formation, Western Rajasthan.
•

Currently, there is no large-scale commercial production of shale oil and gas in India.

•

The difference between shale oil, also called ‘tight oil’ and conventional crude is that, the shale oil is
found in smaller batches, and deeper than conventional crude deposits.
Its extraction requires creation of fractures in oil and gas rich shale to release hydrocarbons through a
process called hydraulic fracking.

Tight oil/ Shale oil

•

Conventional Resource
•
•
•

Conventional oil or gas comes from
formations that are straightforward to
extract product from.
Extracting fossil fuels from these geological
formations can be done with standard
methods that can be used to economically
remove the fuel from the deposit.
Conventional resources tend to be easier and
less expensive to produce simply because
they require no specialized technologies and
can utilize common methods.

Unconventional Resources
•
•

•

Unconventional oil or gas resources are much
more difficult to extract.
Some of these resources are trapped in
reservoirs with poor permeability and
porosity, meaning that it is extremely difficult
or impossible for oil or natural gas to flow
through the pores and into a standard well.
To be able to produce from these difficult
reservoirs, specialized techniques and tools
are used.
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Solomon Islands
Context: Recently, Australia announced that it is sending police, troops and diplomats to the Solomon Islands
where anti-govt. protests have turned violent.
About Solomon Islands
•
•
•

It is a sovereign country consisting of:
Ø 6 major islands
Ø Over 900 smaller islands in Oceania.
Location: East of Papua New Guinea and northwest of Vanuatu.
Its capital is Honiara which is located on the largest island, Guadalcanal.
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National Interlinking of Rivers Authority
(NIRA)

•
•

Context: The Centre has set in motion the process of
creating the National Interlinking of Rivers Authority
(NIRA).
•

NIRA
•
•

•

The Task Force for Interlinking of Rivers
(TFILR) has already deliberated on the
proposal of the constitution of the NIRA.

•

µ

It will be headed by a secretary level officer.
It will coordinate with concerned states/
departments.
It will also have powers on issues related to
environment, wildlife and forest clearances
under river linking projects and their legal
aspects.
It will have the power to raise funds and act
as a repository of borrowed funds.

Background

It is an independent autonomous body for
planning, investigation, financing and the
implementation of the river interlinking
projects in the country.
It will replace the existing National Water
Development Agency (NWDA).

µ

CURRENT AFFAIRS
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NIRA was deliberated in a meeting of the Special
Committee for Interlinking of Rivers, chaired by Jal
Shakti Minister. The meeting was attended by state
water resources ministers, senior Central officials and
experts.

µ

µ

µ
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Science & Technology
Omicron
Context: World Health Organization declared the recently-discovered B.1.1.529 strain of COVID-19 to be a variant
of concern and renamed it Omicron.

Central
Drugs
Standard
Organisation (CDSCO)

Control

Context: CDSCO is in the process of finalising its
pandemicreadiness report.

•
•

About CDSCO
•
•
•

It is under Directorate General of Health
Services, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.
It is India's national regulatory body for
cosmetics, pharmaceuticals and medical
devices.
Under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940
CDSCO is responsible for:
Ø Approval of Drugs
Ø Conduct of Clinical Trials
Ø Laying down the standards for Drugs
Ø Control over the quality of imported
Drugs in the country
Ø Coordination of the activities of State
Drug Control Organizations

It brings uniformity in the enforcement of the
Drugs and Cosmetics Act.
CDSCO along with state regulators, is jointly
responsible for grant of licenses of certain
specialized categories of critical Drugs such
as blood and blood products, I. V. Fluids,
Vaccine and Sera.

Leprosy

Context: Recently, the district administration of
Sambalpur in Odisha turned to women self-help groups
for nursing care and assistance for leprosy patients.
•

Re-emergence of leprosy in the Odisha with
cases crossing the 10,000-mark annually
forced administration to intervene.

Background
•

Odisha declared itself as a leprosy-free State
in 2006-07 following cases dropping below
10,000 and the prevalence rate dropping
below 1%.
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The State had then dismantled infrastructure and done away with skilled manpower dealing with
leprosy patients.
National Leprosy Eradication Prgramme (NLEP) began to be implemented in Odisha since 1981.

National Leprosy Eradication Programme
•
•
•

It is a centrally sponsored Health Scheme under the National Health Mission of the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare.
While the NLEP strategies and plans are formulated centrally, the programme is implemented by the
States/UTs.
Objectives
Ø To reduce Prevalence rate less than 1/10,000 population at sub national and district level.
Ø To reduce Grade II disability % < 1 among new cases at National level.
Ø To reduce Grade II disability cases < 1 case per million population at National level.
Ø Zero disabilities among new Child cases.
Ø Zero stigma and discrimination against persons affected by leprosy.
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Molnupiravir and Paxlovid
Context: The antiviral drugs molnupiravir and Paxlovid can cut COVID-19 hospitalizations when people are
treated soon after becoming infected with the coronavirus.
•

The UK drug regulator announced that it has approved the first oral antiviral for treatment of Covid-19.

Why are these developments significant?
•
•
•
•

Through the pandemic, no orally administered drug had got regulatory clearance in any country.
Molnupiravir has been found to be “safe and effective” following a “stringent review of the available
evidence”.
The trials were on remdesivir, hydroxychloroquine, ritonavir and lopinavir, and interferon beta 1a.
Eventually, the WHO concluded that the four repurposed drugs have little or no effect on hospitalised
Covid-19 patients.
Paxlovid, Pfizer plans to submit its trial data to the US FDA (Food and Drug Administration) for
emergency use authorisation as soon as possible.

Jaitapur Nuclear Power Project

µ

µ

µ

µ

µ
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Defence & Security
INS Vela
Context:

Recently,

the

fourth

Scorpene

class

conventional submarine, INS Vela, was commissioned
into the Navy.

About INS Vela
•

Vela is being named after a type of Indian fish

belonging to the stingray family.
Ø

•

the blue seas.

It can reach a top speed of 20 knots when

submerged.
Ø

•
•
•

The crest depicts the fish swimming across

Surface top speed: 11 knots.

It is a diesel-electric powered attack submarine, designed to act as “sea denial” as well as “access denial”

warfare to the adversary.

It has four diesel engines and cells for power, and has a silent Permanently Magnetised Propulsion

Motor.

It can engage in offensive operations across the entire spectrum of naval warfare e.g.:

Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

Anti-surface warfare

Anti-submarine warfare
Intelligence gathering
Mine laying

Area surveillance
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Army agrees to give women permanent
commission
Context: The central government to grant permanent
commission (PC) to 11 women Army officers who meet
the eligibility criteria.
Background

Over 72 women officers had approached the court in
August challenging the Army’s decision finding them
ineligible for permanent commission.
What is the meaning
commission (PC)?
•
•

of

permanent

A Permanent Commission means a career in
the Army till you retire, while Short Service
Commission is for 10 years, with the option
of either leaving or opting for Permanent
Commission at the end of 10 years.
For a Permanent commission you have to join
the National Defence Academy or the Indian
Military Academy.

SC verdicts
•

Short Service Commission (SSC) women
officers, who have not approached the court
but nonetheless meet the various eligibility
criteria, would be granted PC in three weeks

S-400 air defence system
Context: Russia started deliveries of S-400 air defence
systems to India.
India recently made an emergency procurement of
the Igla-S systems worth ₹300 crore and signed a
deal for off the shelf procurement of 70,000 Ak-103
assault rifles.

Background

The $5.5bn deal (2018) was for five long-range surface-
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to-air missile systems, which India says it needs to
counter a threat from China.
Impact

India could face a range of financial sanctions from
the US under the Countering America’s Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA), which names Russia
as an adversary alongside North Korea and Iran for its
actions against Ukraine, interference in the US 2016
elections and help to Syria.
•

CAATSA is a United States federal law that
imposed sanctions on Iran, North Korea, and
Russia.

Advantages

The induction of the S-400 air defence systems on
the north and east border of India starting 2022 will
balance the disadvantage faced by the Indian military
following the PLA's transgression in May 2020 along
the Line of Actual Control. This would in fact match
the PLA's same Russian system that has been deployed
across the Ladakh and Arunachal Pradesh LAC.
Significance of S-400
•
•

The S-400 is considered as the most advanced
air-defence system worldwide.
The missile is capable of protecting its air
defence bubble against missiles, rockets,
cruise missiles and aircraft.

S-400 Triumf
•
•
•

S-400 Triumf is a mobile, surface-to-air
missile (SAM) system.
It can simultaneously track numerous
incoming objects — all kinds of aircraft,
missiles and UAVs- in a radius of a few
hundred kilometres and launch appropriate
missiles to neutralise them.
S-400 has radars that can pick up an incoming
object up to 1,000 kilometers away.
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The development of S-400 (NATO name SA-21 Growler) was started towards the end of the Soviet
Union in the 1980s and was disrupted by the collapse of the Communist bloc in 1991.
The system is specifically designed to detect and destroy an array of targets — strategic bombers;
aircraft used for electronic warfare, early warning, and reconnaissance; fighter jets such as F-16 and
F-22; and incoming missiles such as Tomahawk.

Navy’s plan

Context: The Indian Navy's plan to become a 170-ship force is on track.
•

The Navy had set a target to become a 170-ship force by 2027. At present, the Navy has around 130
ships.

Highlights
•

•

Recently, China delivered a large ship to Pakistan.

The Indian Navy will be commissioning the
guided-missile destroyer 'Visakhapatnam'
and Kalvari-Class Submarine “Vela” to boost
its combat capability in the face of China's
growing forays into the Indian Ocean region.
39 naval ships and submarines are currently
being constructed in various Indian shipyards
which will significantly boost India's maritime
prowess.

Destroyer 'Visakhapatnam'
•

•
•

'Visakhapatnam' is equipped with an array of
weapons and sensors, including:
Ø Supersonic
surface-to-surface
and
surface-to-air missiles
Ø Medium and short-range guns
Ø Anti-submarine rockets
Ø Advanced electronic warfare and
communication suits
Ø High level of automation with
sophisticated digital networks
Ø Combat management systems and
integrated platform management system
The ship has the capability of embarking two
integrated helicopters.
It is the first stealth guided-missile destroyer
of the Project 15B under which a total of four
warships are being built.

Submarine 'Vela'
•
•

Vela is the fourth submarine to be built under
Project-75.
Vela is named after a decommissioned
submarine Vela, which served the Navy from
1973 to 2010. The earlier Vela belonged to
Foxtrot class submarine of Soviet origin.

•
•
•

Submarine can take up to eight officers and

35 men.

The submarine is equipped with C303 anti

torpedo countermeasure system.

It can carry up to 18 torpedoes or Exocet

anti-ship missiles or 30 mines in place of
torpedoes.

New Radars and Vessel Traffic Management
System
Context: New Radars and Vessel Traffic Management

System inaugurated by Shipping Minister at Cochin
Port Trust.
•

The VTMS (Vessel Traffic Management

System) commissioned in Cochin Port in

2009 has been upgraded with a state-of-the-

art system consisting of 2 new radars, 1 AIS

Base station, 3 VHF Radios and associated
software and hardware.

Vessel Traffic Management System (VTMS)
•
•
•

It is an essential tool for enhancing safety

of navigation in the port by monitoring and
regulating the shipping movements.

It provides navigational safety and enhance

the security of the port waters by detecting
and tracking all crafts moving in the port.

VTMS is the form of an Integrated Maritime

Surveillance,
telematics

which

resources

incorporates
to

allow

other

allied

services and other interested agencies in

the direct sharing of VTS data or access to
certain subsystems in order to increase the
effectiveness of port or maritime activity.
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Army's Parachute Brigade
Context: The 50th Parachute Brigade has successfully conducted a airborne exercise and combat manoeuvres
along the northern borders in the high-altitude areas of eastern Ladakh.
The exercise also involves:
•
•

Conduct of oxygen combat free fall jumps
Integrated battle drills by airborne forces, mechanised columns and attack helicopters, validating
capabilities and seamless integration.

The brigade, also known as Shatrujeet Brigade, held an airborne exercise in the Rajasthan desert in June also
involving mechanished forces.

50th Parachute Brigade
•
•
•
•

It is a brigade-sized formation of the Parachute
Regiment of the Indian Army.
It consists of 2 Airborne battalions, supported
by units of the Regiment of Artillery, the Corps
of Engineers and a Para field hospital.
The brigade was initially raised as part of the
Indian Army during World War II.
It was formed in October 1941, during
the Second World War, as an independent
parachute brigade. Later, it was one of
two parachute brigades in the 44th Indian
Airborne Division.

The 50th Parachute Brigade comprises the
following units:
•
•
•

1 Para Special Forces battalion and 2 regular
parachute battalions
1 Parachute Field Regiment (Artillery) (9 and
17 Parachute Field Regiments in rotation)
60 Parachute Field Hospital (AMC)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

411 (Independent) Parachute Field Company
(Bombay Sappers)
622 Parachute Composite Company (ASC)
50th (Independent) Parachute Brigade OFP
(Ordnance)
50th (Independent) Parachute Brigade Signal
Company (Signals)
2 (Independent) Parachute Field Workshop
Company (EME)
252 (Parachute) Air Defence Battery (AAD)
50th (Independent) Parachute Brigade
Provost Section (CMP)

India’s Kilo Class submarines

Context: CBI filed two chargesheets against serving and
retired naval officers, and some others, for allegedly
sharing details of the ongoing modernisation project of
India’s Kilo Class submarines.
•

India has lost a decade in modernising its
submarine fleet, while China has marched
ahead in its larger naval and more specific
submarine capabilities.
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How many submarines does India have?
•
•
•

Currently, India has 15 conventional dieselelectric submarines, classified as SSKs, and
one nuclear ballistic submarine, classified as
SSBN.
Of the SSKs, four are Shishumar Class,
which were bought and then built in India
in collaboration with the Germans starting
1980s.
Eight are Kilo Class or Sindhughosh Class

µ

µ

•
•
•

µ

µ
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bought from Russia (including erstwhile
USSR) between 1984 and 2000.
Three are Kalvari Class Scorpene submarines
built at India’s Mazagon Dock in partnership
with France’s Naval Group.
The SSBN, INS Arihant, is a nuclearpowered ballistic missile submarine, built
indigenously.
A second SSBN, INS Arighat, an upgraded
version of Arihant, is likely to be commissioned
within the next few months.

µ
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Social Issues
First-ever Multidimensional Poverty Index
(MPI)
Context: Recently, the NITI Aayog has released
Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI).
Key Details of the Index
•
•

•

•

Bihar has the maximum percentage of
population living in poverty.
Ø Over 50% of the population in the State is
identified as ‘multidimensionally poor’.
Multidimensionally poverty in other states
(chronological order):
Ø Jharkhand (42.16%)
Ø Uttar Pradesh (37.79%)
Ø Madhya Pradesh (36.65%)
Ø Meghalaya (32.67%).
Kerala registered lowest population
poverty levels (0.71%).
Ø Puducherry (1.72%)
Ø Lakshadweep (1.82%)
Ø Goa (3.76%)
Ø Sikkim (3.82%).
Less than 10% of the population are poor
in:

•

Ø Tamil Nadu (4.89%)
Ø Andaman & Nicobar Islands (4.30%)
Ø Delhi (4.79%)
Ø Punjab (5.59%)
Ø Himachal Pradesh (7.62%)
Ø Mizoram (9.8%).
Note: The national MPI measure is based
on the reference period of 2015-16 of the
National Family Health Survey (NFHS).

Significance of MPI
•
•

•
•

It is a public policy tool which monitors
multidimensional poverty, informs evidencebased and focused interventions, thereby
ensuring that no one is left behind.
It uses the globally accepted and robust
methodology developed by the Oxford
Poverty
and
Human
Development
Initiative (OPHI) and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP).
MPI captures multiple and simultaneous
deprivation faced by households.
It will enable estimation of poverty not only
at the level of the states but also for all the
700-plus districts.
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Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI)
It is prepared by government think tank Niti Aayog

It seeks to measure poverty across its multiple dimensions.

Effectively, it complements existing poverty statistics based on per capita consumption expenditure.
It has three equally weighted dimensions:

•
Health
•
Education
•
Standard of living
These dimensions are represented by 12 indicators such as nutrition, school attendance, years of schooling,
drinking water, sanitation, housing, bank accounts among others.

National Family Health Survey-5

Context: Recently, the complete results of the NFHS-5 were made public.

Key Highlights
•

Comparison of NFHS-5 and NFHS-4: Births
in institutional facilities, such as a hospital,
improved by nearly 8% points but children
who were either stunted or displayed signs of
wasting only dropped by a maximum of three
percentage points.

NFHS-4 was released in 2014-15.
•

Total Fertility Rate (TFR): India has hit a
TFR of 2.0.
Ø It indicates a decrease from the 2.2 in the
NFHS-4.
Ø Urban TFR is 1.6.
Ø Rural TFR is 2.1.

•

•
•
•

According to the UN Population Division, a
TFR of about 2.1 children per woman is called
replacement-level fertility.
Ø If replacement level fertility is sustained
over a sufficiently long period, each
generation will exactly replace itself.
Use of contraceptives has improved: From
53.5% (2015-16) to 66.7% (2019-20).
Institutional births: Increased from 78.9%
(2015-16) to 88.6% (2019-20).
Proportion of children (12-23 months) who
were fully vaccinated improved from 62%76%
Ø Children under 6 months who were
exclusively breastfed also showed a sharp
improvement from 54.9 to 63.7%.
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Nutrition concerns: Gains in childhood

•

Ø

Women and men (15-49) who had a

Ø

below normal body mass index (BMI)
Ø

each dropped roughly 4% points.

Ø

ideal) increased by around 4% points.

Ø
Ø
•

Other

non-communicable

diseases

59 months) increased from 58% to 67%.

Anaemic women aged 15-49 increased

from 53% to 57%.

Anaemic men aged 15-49 increased from

29% to 31%.

•

Ø
Ø
Ø

Anaemia: Proportion of anaemic children (5-

Ø

Ø

Abnormal BMIs are linked to:

(NCD).

Ø

Ø

Those overweight (higher BMI than
An increase in obesity

NFHS-5 includes some new focal areas,
such as:

nutrition were minimal.
Ø
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•

Death registration

Pre-school education,

Expanded domains of child immunization
Components

children

of

Menstrual hygiene

micro-nutrients

to

Frequency of alcohol and tobacco use
Additional

components

of

communicable diseases (NCDs).

non-

Women outnumber men: NFHS-5 has

confirmed signs of a demographic shift in
India.
Ø

Ø

First time since the NFHS began in 1992,

the proportion of women exceeded men
(1,020 women for 1,000 men).

In 2015-16, there were 991 women for

every 1,000 men.

Rising C-section deliveries: One in two women who go to a private hospital undergoes a Caesarean
section (C-section).
Ø Increasing trend in private medical facilities has led to a jump in pan-India numbers — from 17.2%
in 2014-2015 to 21.5% in 2019-2020.
Ø One in five women who go to any medical facility, private or public, undergoes a C-section.
Ø According to WHO, the ideal rate is between 5% and 15%.
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Decline
in
out-of-pocket
health
expenditure(OOPE): As a share of total
health expenditure, OOPE has come down to
48.8% in 2017-18 from 64.2% in 2013-14.
Ø Per capita OOPE has declined from ₹2,336
to ₹2,097 between 2013-14 to 2017-18.
Ø Reason: Increase in utilisation and
reduction in cost of services in
Government health facilities.

National Achievement Survey 2021

The National Achievement Survey 2021 was conducted
across all 36 states and UTs.
•

Children of classes 3,5,8 and 10 participated
in the survey.

•

NAS 2021 is the first achievement survey
after release of National Education Policy
2020 (NEP).
The assessment would be used to benchmark
students’ learning against criteria such as
process skills and learning outcomes.
NAS 2021 will infuse the competency-based
assessment system over the content and
memory-based assessment as envisaged by
NEP 2020.

Key Details

•
•

Aims & Objectives of NAS
•
•
•
•
•
•

To conduct periodic national sample survey.
To assess grade-level abilities.
To assist classroom involvement.
To know the health of education system.
To evaluate learning assessment.
To improve teacher's professionality.

•

The NSA is a process of gathering information
in order to develop a deep understanding
of what students know, understand and can
do with their knowledge as a result of their
educational experiences.
This process will ultimately culminate to
improve the subsequent students' learning
and
development,
through
systemic
interventions.
There are 3 phases of NAS exercise:
o Instrument Development
o Sampling Design
o Actual administration of the test
Grade-wise subject specific Learning
Outcomes have been identified, which have
been assessed through NAS.

About Survey

•
•

•

CHAHAL ACADEMY
•
•
•
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NCERT, being nodal academic body has
done the instrument development, testing,
finalization of the test items.
Sampling-Design has been done in a scientific
manner as per international standards.
Besides student achievement test, Pupil
Questionnaire, Teachers Questionnaire and
School Questionnaire were also obtained
to understand the various settings and
perspective of students, teachers and schools.

What to expect from NAS?
•
•
•
•
•

Attainment of learning outcomes.
Identify gaps in the learning.
Teachers' professional development.
Provide quality interventions.
Suppose classroom interventions.

•

The results of NAS 2021 will be prepared in
the form of District Report Cards, State/UT
reports and National report.
NAS will enable States and the Union
Territories to identify gaps in learning
outcomes and take remedial steps.
It will also help in the capacity building for
teachers and officials involved in the delivery
of education in the country.

Conclusion

•
•

Welfare Schemes for Tribals

Context: PM launched multiple schemes for the welfare
of Janjatiya community at Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas.
•
•
•

He laid the foundation of 50 Eklavya Model
residential schools across India.
He launched the ‘Ration Aapke Gram’ scheme
in Madhya Pradesh.
He launched the Madhya Pradesh Sickle Cell
Mission.

Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas

Every November 15, ‘Tribal Pride Day’ or ‘Janjatiya
Gaurav Divas’ is celebrated to honour Indian tribal
freedom fighter Bhagwan Birsa Munda of the Munda
tribe.
Eklavya Model residential schools (EMRS)
•
•
•

EMRS scheme is for model residential school
for Indian tribals (ST, Scheduled Tribes)
across India.
It was introduced in the year 1997-98 to
ensure tribal students get access to quality
education in the remote tribal areas.
EMRSs are set up in States/UTs with grants
under Article 275(1) of the Constitution of
India.
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Madhya Pradesh Sickle Cell (Hemoglobinopathy) Mission
•
•
•

The initiative aims at screening and managing patients suffering from sickle cell anaemia, thalassemia
and other hemoglobinopathies.
Hemoglobinopathy is a group of genetically inherited disorders in which the oxygen-carrying protein in
the blood- haemoglobin is shaped differently (mostly elongated like a sickle) instead of normal, round
or disc shape.
The mission further aims to increase public awareness about these ailments.

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act
Context: The Supreme Court quashed the
controversial judgment of the Bombay high court
which held that no offence of sexual assault under
the POCSO Act was made out as there was “no
direct physical contact, i.e. skin to skin” contact
between the accused and the victim.
Verdict

The Supreme Court said that the most important
ingredient constituting sexual assault is sexual
intent and not skin-to-skin contact with the
child.
The Supreme Court set aside the high court
judgment and said the act of touching the sexual
part of the body or any other act involving
physical contact, if done with sexual intent,
would amount to sexual assault within the
meaning of section 7 of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act.
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POCSO Act, 2012
•

•
•

The POCSO Act (Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act) was enacted to protect
children from offences of sexual assault,
sexual harassment and pornography while
safeguarding the interests of the child at every
stage of the judicial process by incorporating
child-friendly mechanisms for reporting,
recording of evidence, investigation and
speedy trial of offences through designated
special courts.
The Act defines a child (male/female) as any
person below 18 years of age.
The act defines different forms of sexual abuse
including penetrative and non-penetrative
assault as well as sexual harassment and
pornography.

Section 7 of Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act, 2012: Sexual assault

Whoever, with sexual intent touches the vagina, penis,
anus or breast of the child or makes the child touch
the vagina, penis, anus or breast of such person or any
other person, or does any other act with sexual intent
which involves physical contact without penetration is
said to commit sexual assault.

Couples’ conversion of faith

Context: The Allahabad High Court has directed that
the marriages of 17 interfaith couples in Uttar Pradesh
should be registered without insisting on or waiting for
approval from the competent district authority with
regard to the couples’ conversion of faith.
•
•

17 adult couples had entered into interfaith
marriages after changing their religion “on
free will”.
The court said, the state’s Unlawful
Conversion Act does not prohibit interfaith
marriages, individuals marrying outside their
religion “can be subjected to harassment”.

UP Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of
Religion Act, 2021
•
•
•

It prohibits “unlawful conversion” from one
religion to another by misrepresentation,
force, undue influence, coercion or allurement,
or by any fraudulent means or by marriage.
The Act requires a 60-day notice, and requires
the Magistrate to conduct a police inquiry
to ascertain the real intention behind the
conversion.
The Act aims to ensure that the decision of
an individual to convert to another religion
is “theirs and theirs alone” since forcible
conversions strike at the heart of personal
autonomy and devalue the sense of identity
and dignity of an individual.
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Report on ‘Health Care Equity in Urban
India’
Context: Recently, the report on ‘Health Care Equity in
Urban India’ is released by Azim Premji University.
About the report
•
•

The report explores health vulnerabilities
and inequalities in cities in India.
It also looks at the availability, accessibility
and cost of healthcare facilities, and
possibilities in future-proofing services in the
next decade.

Key Points
•

Life expectancy among the poorest is lower
by 9.1 years and 6.2 years among men and
women, respectively, compared to the richest
in urban areas.
•
A third of India’s people now live in urban
areas, with this segment seeing a rapid
growth from about 18% (1960) to 28.53%
(2001) to 34% (in 2019).
Ø Close to 30% of people living in urban
areas are poor.
• Challenges:
Ø Chaotic urban health governance.
Ø Multiplicity of healthcare providers
both within and outside the government
without coordination.
Ø Heavy financial burden on the poor.
Ø Less investment in healthcare by urban
local bodies.
•
Recommendations
Ø Strengthen community participation and
governance.
Ø Building a comprehensive and dynamic
database on the health and nutrition
status.
Ø Strengthen healthcare provisioning
through the National Urban Health
Mission, especially for primary healthcare
services.
Ø Put in place policy measures to reduce
the financial burden of the poor.
Ø Better mechanism for coordinated public
healthcare services.
Ø Better governed private healthcare
institutions.

Conclusion
•

As urbanisation is happening rapidly, the
number of the urban poor is only expected
to increase. A well-functioning, better
coordinated and governed health care system
is crucial at this point.
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•
•

The pandemic has brought to attention the
need for a robust and resourced healthcare
system. Addressing this now will benefit the
most vulnerable and offer critical services to
city dwellers across income groups.

•

Mobile connectivity Scheme for tribals

Context: The Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs announced that as many as 7,287 villages
of 44 aspirational districts across Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Maharashtra and Odisha will
get mobile tower connectivity soon.
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

The villages will be provided with 4G internet
connections.
As per available data, 3,933 of the uncovered
villages under the project fall in Odisha, 700
villages in Chhattisgarh, 827 in Jharkhand,
610 villages in Maharashtra and 1218 villages
in Andhra Pradesh will get connectivity.
The Cabinet also approved continuation
of Road Connectivity Project for Left Wing
Extremism Affected Areas (RCPLWEA) upto
March, 2023.
The Road Connectivity Project of Left-Wing
Extremism affected Areas (RCPLWEA) was
started in 2016 to improve connectivity in 44
LWE affected districts in 9 states.
The mobile services in Aspirational Districts
across five States will enhance digital
connectivity useful for self-reliance, facilitate
learning, dissemination of information
and knowledge, skill upgradation and
development,
disaster
management,
e-Governance initiatives, establishment of
enterprises & e-commerce facilities, provision
of adequate support to educational institutes
for knowledge sharing & availability of job
opportunity and fulfilling the vision of Digital
India promoting domestic manufacturing
and fulfilling the objectives of Atmanirbhar
Bharat etc.
The project would be funded by Universal
Service Obligation Fund (USOF).

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

Context: In 2020, suicides among “tradesmen”
increased by 50 per cent compared to 2019.
The business community recorded more such
deaths than farmers.

•

NCRB categorises the business community
into three main categories: "tradesmen",
"vendors" and "other businesses"

•
•

National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) Data

µ

µ

According to latest data from NCRB:
11,716 businessmen died by suicide in 2020
compared to 10,677 farmers in the same
year.
Of these over 11,000 deaths, 4,356 were that
of “tradesmen” and 4,226 were of “vendors”,
with the rest being accounted for in the
category of “other businesses”.
Compared to 2019, suicides among the
business community in 2020 increased
29 per cent. Suicides among tradespeople,
meanwhile, increased from 2,906 in 2019 to
4,356 in 2020 — a 49.9 per cent jump.
The overall suicide figure in the country,
meanwhile, has increased by 10 per cent to
1,53,052, the highest ever.
In 2017, over 7,800 businessmen committed
suicide which in 2019 rose to over 9,000 and
by 2020 the number climbed to 11,700.
In the same period, farmer suicides dropped
from nearly 10,700 in 2017 to over 10,300
in 2018 and 2019 before again rising to the
10,700 mark in 2020.
93% of the businessmen committing suicide
were men. Most of them them were either
vendors (36 per cent) or tradesmen (37 per
cent) hailing from highly developed states.
Karnataka tops the list of states recording
the highest number of suicides among
businessmen.
Maharshtra's name comes right after
Karnataka with about 1,610 cases of suicides
amongst businesspersons which implies a
25 per cent jump from the 2019 figure while
1,447 died in Tamil Nadu (36 per cent jump).
These three states account for 40 per cent of
the total businessperson suicides recorded in
these three states alone.
The number of suicides by businesspersons,
is far lower than that of the unemployed
(15,652) and daily-wage earners (37,666).

National Crime Records Bureau

NCRB report

•

CURRENT AFFAIRS
NOV - 2021

µ

µ

It is a government agency responsible for
collecting and analysing crime data as defined
by the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and Special
and Local Laws (SLL).
NCRB is headquartered in New Delhi and is
part of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA),
Government of India.
NCRB was set-up in 1986 to function as
a repository of information on crime and
criminals so as to assist the investigators in
linking crime to the perpetrators.

µ
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International Relations
Indo-U.S. Trade Policy Forum
Context: Recently, the Indo-US Trade Policy Forum was convened after a gap of four years.
Output of the forum

•

•

•

Activation of working groups of the Trade
Policy Forum (TPF) on agriculture, nonagriculture goods, services, investment, and
intellectual property.
Ø To deliver tangible benefits to farmers
and businesses of both countries by
resolving outstanding market access
issues.
Mutual market access: An agreement to
facilitate U.S. market access for mangoes,
grapes, and pomegranates, pomegranate arils
from India, and
Ø Reciprocate with similar access in the
Indian market to cherries, pork/pork
products and alfalfa hay for animal feed
from the United States.
Restoration of the GSP (Generalized
System of Preferences) benefits: This
would help industries from both sides in
integrating their supply chain efficiently.

•

•

•

Negotiation of a Social Security Totalization
Agreement: It would allow workers from
both countries to move their retirement
savings, the lack of which particularly affects
Indian IT workers in the U.S. who lose billions
of dollars in statutory U.S. social security
contributions that they cannot repatriate
home.
Discussion regarding collaboration and
constructive
engagement
in
various
multilateral trade bodies including the WTO
and the G20 for achieving a shared vision
of a transparent, rules-based global trading
system among market economies and
democracies.
Ethanol supply: The U.S. indicated an
interest in supplying ethanol to India for its
goal of 20% ethanol blending with petrol by
2025.

OUR BRANCHES: New Delhi | Mumbai | Kolkata | Chennai | Ahmedabad | Bengaluru | Bhilai | Bhubaneswar |Chandigarh | Dehradun |
Gandhinagar | Guwahati | Hyderabad| Kanpur | Lucknow | Mehsana | Nagaland | Patna | Raipur | Rajkot | Ranchi | Surat | Vadodara |
WhatsApp no: 7284911227 - 7284811227 (chahalacademy@gmail.com)

60

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
•

CHAHAL ACADEMY

CURRENT AFFAIRS
NOV - 2021

Development of a secure pharmaceutical manufacturing base and de-risk global supply chains in such
critical sectors like health.

Trilateral exercise ‘Dosti’

Context: Recently, the 15th edition of the biennial trilateral coast guard exercise ‘Dosti’ involving India, the
Maldives and Sri Lanka was held in the Maldives.
About the exercise
•
•

•
•
•

Indian Coast Guard vessels, the ICGS Vajra
and ICGS Apoorva joined the Sri Lanka Coast
Guard, SLCGS Suraksha for this exercise.
Aim: To enhance mutual operational
capability, and exercise interoperability.
o To build cooperation between the Coast
Guards of Maldives, India and Sri Lanka.
It was first launched in 1991.
Initially these exercises were bilateral,
involving the Indian and the Maldives Coast
Guards.
In 2012, Sri Lanka joined these exercises for the first time.

2nd Russia, India, China (RIC) meeting

Context: Recently, 2nd RIC meeting was held after a gap of 12 years, on the sidelines of the G-20 summit.
About 2nd RIC Meet
•
•

It took place in Buenos Aires (Argentina).
It emphasised on:
Ø Need to promote multilateralism.
Ø Reform institutions of global governance like the UN and the WTO.
Ø Need to work together to steer global economic governance.

What is the ‘RIC grouping’?
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

It was conceived by the then Russian foreign minister Yevgeny Primakov in 1998.
It aimed for a transition from a unipolar to a multipolar world order.
It brings together the three largest Eurasian countries which are also incidentally geographically
contiguous.
Not an anti-U.S. construct: All three countries considered their relationship with the United States an
essential support to their global ambitions.
It shared some non-West (as distinct from anti-West) perspectives on the global order, such as:
Ø Sovereignty and territorial integrity
Ø Impatience with homilies on social policies.
Ø Opposition to regime change from abroad.
RIC countries:
Ø Occupy over 19% of the global landmass.
Ø Contribute to over 33% of global GDP.
Ø Are nuclear powers.
Note: Russia and China are permanent members of the UN Security Council, while India aspires to be
one.

Significance of RIC group
•
•

Convergence of interest despite issues among three countries.
Ø None of them wants an Afghanistan, which is a haven for terrorist activities.
Ø So, they could work together as part of the RIC to ensure stable peace in Afghanistan and by
extension, in Central Asia.
RIC can contribute in creating a new economic structure for the world.
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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

The US apparently wants to break down
the current economic and political order.
Ø While the existing structure is not
satisfactory, the RIC could offer some
suggestions which could be acceptable to
the US.
RIC can help in identify other issues where
trio have congruent views.
Ø For e.g.: On volatile situation in the
West Asia, particularly on issues like the
sanctions on Iran.
RIC can work together on disaster relief and
humanitarian assistance.
Ø

•

•

•
•
•
•
•

Bangladesh’s Victory Day

Context: Indian President likely travel to Dhaka on
December 16 to attend the celebration of Bangladesh’s
Victory Day.
•
•

•

•

Context: The Sudanese Professionals Association (SPA)
has started a nationwide “civil disobedience” campaign
against the military's power grab.

Visit also coincide with the final ceremony of
the birth centenary of Bangladesh’s founder
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
The two countries have decided to
commemorate December 6 as Maitri Diwas
(Friendship Day), the day in 1971 when India
recognised Bangladesh.

µ

•

The campaign will continue until military
transfers power to civilian government.

•

Earlier, local resistance committees and the
SPA led demonstrations in the uprising that
toppled then-president Omar al-Bashir in
April 2019.
Sudan’s Transitional Military Council (TMC)
seized power in April after removing alBashir on the back of months-long protests
against his three-decade rule.
Since then, protest against military rule and
demand for democracy in Sudan is continuing
in one or another form.

Background

The day is celebrated to commemorate the
victory of the Bangladesh forces over the
Pakistani forces in the Bangladesh Liberation
War in 1971.
The Commanding officer of the Pakistani
Forces General AAK Niazi surrendered with
his forces to the allied forces of Bangladesh,
which marked the end of the 9 monthlong Bangladesh Liberation War and 1971
Bangladesh genocide and official secession of
East Pakistan into Bangladesh.
This day and event is also commemorated
across India as the Vijay Diwas to honor
Bangladeshi and Indian martyrs who laid
down their lives in the war.

µ

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was a Bangladeshi
politician, statesman and Founding Father of
Bangladesh.
He served as the first President and later
as the Prime Minister of Bangladesh from
17 April 1971 until his assassination on 15
August 1975.
He is popularly dubbed with the title of
"Bangabandhu" by the people of Bangladesh.
Mujib is credited as an important figure in
efforts to gain political autonomy for East
Pakistan.
He was the central figure behind the
Bangladesh Liberation Movement and the
Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971.

Sudan's ‘civil disobedience’ campaign

Victory day of Bangladesh (December 16)
•

CURRENT AFFAIRS
NOV - 2021

•
•

Civil Disobedience

Civil disobedience is the active, professed refusal
of a citizen to obey certain laws, demands, orders or
commands of a government, corporation or other
authority, without resorting to violence or active
measures of opposition.
•

µ

µ

Its usual purpose is to force concessions from
the government or occupying power.

µ
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History & Culture
PRASAD (Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation Drive) Scheme
Context: The proposed development of Chamundi Hills under PRASHAD scheme has come under flak from a
section of the citizens.
About PRASHAD scheme
•
•
•

Implementing ministry: Ministry of Tourism
Objective: Rejuvenation and spiritual augmentation of important national/ global pilgrimage
destinations.
It offers a tremendous opportunity to undertake infrastructure developments at the important
pilgrimage and heritage destinations.

Chamundi Hills (Mysore, Karnataka)
•
•

Name of these hills comes from the

Chamundeshwari Temple located atop the
Chamundi Hills.

Chamundeshwari Temple was patronised for

centuries by Mysore rulers.
Ø
Ø

It was renovated during the time of

Krishnaraja Wodeyar III (1827).

Key feature of this temple: Statue of

Mahishasura bearing a sword in his right
hand and a cobra in the left.

Rani Gaidinliu (1915-1993)

Context: Recently, the government has laid the

foundation stone for the ‘Rani Gaidinliu Tribal Freedom
Fighters Museum’ in Manipur’s Tamenglong district.
About the Museum Project
•
•

It was sanctioned by the Ministry of Tribal

Affairs in 2019.

The museum would help preserve and

exhibit artefacts related to the tribal freedom
fighters.
Ø

Tribal

movements:

like

Anglo-

Manipuri War, Kuki-Rebellion, Naga-Raj
movements etc.
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							Rani Kamlapati
Context: Recently, the name of Bhopal’s Habibganj railway station has been changed to Rani
Kamlapati station.
About Queen Kamlapati
•
•
•

She was the widow of Nizam Shah, whose Gond dynasty ruled the then Ginnorgarh
(Near Bhopal) in the 18th century.
o Nizam Shah built the famous seven-storeyed Kamlapati Palace in her name in
Bhopal.
Kampalati is known to have shown great bravery in facing aggressors during her reign after her
husband was killed.
She contributed in the area of water management and set up parks and temples.

											
Gonds
These are one of the largest tribal communities in India.
Found in: Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Bihar and Odisha.
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Srinagar as ‘creative city’

•

Context: After Mumbai, Chennai, Hyderabad, Varanasi
and Jaipur, Srinagar is the sixth Indian city to achieve
'creative city' distinction by UNESCO.
•

The capital city of Jammu and Kashmir has
entered the club of 295 creative cities network
across the world.

•

UNESCO Creative Cities Network
•

•

•
•
•
•

The UNESCO Creative Cities Network is a
project launched by UNESCO in 2004 to
“promote cooperation among cities which
recognized creativity as a strategic factor in
their urban development”.
The cities designated as creative cities work
together towards a common objective of
“placing creativity and cultural industries at
the heart of their development plans at the
local level and cooperating actively at the
international level”.
UNESCO designates the creative cities in
seven fields — Craft, Folk Art, Media Arts,
Film Design, Gastronomy, Literature and
Music.
The Srinagar city has been designated the
creative city in the field of Crafts and Folk Arts
— only second city in India in this category
after Jaipur.
While Mumbai has been honoured in the film
category, Chennai and Varanasi have been
made part of UCCN for their music.
Hyderabad is a UCCN city in the gastronomy
category.

•
•
•

Context: Eminent history scholar and
Padma Vibhushan awardee Purandare
passed away.
•

•
•

Significance of the day

•

•

November 15 is the birth anniversary of
Birsa Munda (1875-1900), the Santhal hero
who spearheaded a movement in the Bengal
Presidency (now Jharkhand) in the late 19th
century.

The day seeks to make the coming generations
aware of sacrifices made by tribal freedom
fighters in independence movement of India.

µ

Purandare was considered one of
the pre-eminent authorities on
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj.

About Purandare

•

µ

Birsa Munda is consider as God
by tribals in India.
He belonged to the Munda
tribe.
He headed an Indian tribal
religious
Millenarian
movement in 19th century in
the tribal belt of present-day
Bihar and Jharkhand.

Balwant Moreshwar Purandare

Context: India is observing the Janjatiya Gaurav Divas
on November 15, 2021 in memory of tribal freedom
fighters.

•

This day will be celebrated every year for
recognizing the efforts made by tribals
in preserving their cultural heritage and
promoting Indian values like national pride &
hospitality.
The Janjatiya Gaurav Divas will acknowledge
the glorious history of tribal communities of
India and their cultural heritage.

Birsa Munda

Janjatiya Gaurav Divas

•

CURRENT AFFAIRS
NOV - 2021

•

µ

µ

Balwant Moreshwar "Babasaheb" Purandare
was born on July 29, 1922.
He is mostly known for his popular play on
Shivaji Jaanta Raja which was popular not
only in Maharashtra but also in Andhra
Pradesh and Goa.
Purandare has also studied the history of the
Peshwas of Pune.
He is also known for his significant
contribution along with Madhav Deshpande
and Madhav Mehere as senior party leaders
in the early-1970s of Shiv Sena along with
Balasaheb Thackeray.
In 2015, he was awarded the Maharashtra
Bhushan Award, Maharashtra's highest
civilian award.
His wife Nirmala Purandare (1933–2019)
was a veteran social activist. She founded
Vanasthali organisation in Pune.

µ
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Miscellaneous
India Business Resumption Index

Ø

Context: Recently, economic activity in India was
almost 15% above pre-pandemic levels.
•

With domestic infection cases continuing
to moderate, mobility is almost back to prepandemic levels, and this is boosting services.

About Index
•
•

It is released by Nomura, a Japanese financial
holding company and a principal member of
the Nomura Group.
This index tracks post-pandemic momentum
in the economy.

•

Why in News: Recently, the Global State of Democracy
Report, 2021 was released by the International Institute
for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (InternationalIDEA).
•

It was chaired by Australia and includes India
as a member-state.

•

Number of countries moving towards
authoritarianism in 2020 was higher than
that of countries going towards democracy.
Ø 20 countries moved in the direction of
authoritarianism.
Ø 7 countries moved towards democracy.
Negative trend: Democratically elected
Governments,
including
established
democracies, are increasingly adopting
authoritarian tactics.
Ø This democratic backsliding has often
enjoyed significant popular support.
Ø Most worrying examples of backsliding:
The case of Brazil and India.
India: Remained in the category of a midlevel performing democracy as it has since
2000.
The USA and three members of the European
Union (Hungary, Poland and Slovenia) have
also seen concerning democratic declines.
Year 2020 was the worst on record, in terms
of the number of countries affected by
deepening autocratisation.
Ø The pandemic has thus had a particularly
damaging effect on non-democratic
countries, further closing their already
reduced civic space.

Key highlights of the report

•

•

•
•

Remarkable
resilience
of
electoral
component: Despite pandemic restrictions
on campaigning and media space unfairly
favouring Governments in some countries,
the electoral component of democracy has
shown remarkable resilience.
Ø

Global State of Democracy Report, 2021

Uneven global distribution of COVID-19
vaccines, as well as anti-vaccine views,
undermine the uptake of vaccination
programmes and risk prolonging the
health crisis and normalising restrictions
on basic freedoms.

Countries around the world learned to
hold elections in exceedingly difficult
conditions.

International-IDEA (Established: 1995)

It is an inter-governmental organisation
supporting democracy around the world.

It has regional offices in Europe, Latin America
and the Caribbean, Asia and the Pacific and
Africa and West Asia.
HQs: Stockholm, Sweden.

It is an official UN Observer.

‘Bharat Gaurav’ scheme

Context: Recently, the Railways has announced the
‘Bharat Gaurav’ scheme.
About Scheme
•
•

•

Aim: To tap the huge potential of tourism.

Under this, theme-based tourist circuit trains

(on the lines of the Ramayana Express) can
be run either by private or State-owned
operators.

Railways earlier had passenger segments and

goods segments.
Ø

•

Now, it will have a third segment for

tourism — ‘Bharat Gaurav’ train.

Service providers can be an individual,

company, society, trust, joint venture or
consortium.
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Jewar
International
International Airport)

Airport

More about the news
•
•

This project would bring “huge benefits”
to people in western Uttar Pradesh and the
national capital region (NCR).
Jewar International Airport will be the largest
in Asia.

It will be the logistical gateway.
It will be India's first net-zero emissions
airport.
Ø It will be the 4th largest in world.
It will be built and operated by Switzerlandbased Zurich Airport International AG.
It will have multi-modal connectivity owing
to its proximity to:
Ø Yamuna Expressway (Greater Noida to
Agra)
Ø Eastern Peripheral Expressway
Ø
Ø

(Noida

Context: Recently, government of India has laid the
foundation stone for the Jewar International Airport.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
NOV - 2021

•
•
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Russia’s military satellite
Context: Russia has successfully placed into orbit a military satellite.
Key Details

•
The satellite is a part of Russia’s early warning anti-missile system.
•
Classified payload was carried by a Soyuz rocket.
Note: Russia has previously launched Tundra satellites in 2015, 2017 and 2019.
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Kerala’s SilverLine project
Context: The Kerala cabinet gave the green light to begin acquiring land for SilverLine.
•

It is a semi high-speed railway project aimed at reducing travel time between the state’s northern and
southern ends.

Public Distribution System

Duare Ration scheme

•

Context: Mamata Banerjee Launches 'Duare Ration'
(ration at doorstep) Scheme.
•

•

West Bengal government has also decided to
enhance the commission for ration dealers
from ₹ 75 to ₹ 150 per quintal of food grains.

•
•

•
•

µ

µ

µ

µ

The PDS evolved as a system of management
of scarcity through distribution of foodgrains
at affordable prices.
PDS is operated under the joint responsibility
of the Central and the State/UT Governments.
The Central Government, through Food
Corporation of India, has assumed the
responsibility for procurement, storage,
transportation and bulk allocation of food
grains to the State Governments.
The operational responsibility including
allocation within State, identification of
eligible families, issue of Ration Cards
and supervision of the functioning of Fair
Price Shops (FPSs) etc., rest with the State
Governments.
Under the PDS, presently the commodities
namely wheat, rice, sugar and kerosene
are being allocated to the States/UTs for
distribution.
Some States/UTs also distribute additional
items of mass consumption through the PDS
outlets such as pulses, edible oils, iodized salt,
spices, etc.

µ
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Editorials
Women in Judiciary
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Taliban take over of Afghanistan
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30th Anniversary of 1991 Economic Reforms
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All India Judicial Service
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Indianisation of India’s legal system
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Highlights of Yojana
Making Gram Sabhas Vibrant
Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs)
•
•
•

Introduction: Through 73rd Amendment Act,1993.
Grassroots institution of governance.
Functions: To devolve of powers, funds, and responsibilities to the panchayats, for economic, community
and social development of the villages.
Ø To realize Gandhiji’s vision of ‘Gram Swaraj’ to make villages self-reliant & decentralized.
Ø To facilitate the participation of the people in the process of planning & development.
Ø To effective and efficient implementation of flagship schemes.

Gram Sabhassub

To provide a public platform for the
citizens
to elaborate on their problems,
•
Constitutional provisions
along with the felt needs and aspirations
Ø Article-243: Gram Sabha means a body
of the local community.
consisting of persons registered in
•
Gram Sabha are utilized by the villagers
the electoral rolls relating to a village
to:
comprised within the area of Panchayat
Ø Highlight a problem.
at the village level.
Ø Propose a solution.
Ø Article-243A: A Gram Sabha may exercise
Ø Build consensus among the villagers.
such powers and perform such functions
•
Issues
at the village level as the Legislature of a
Ø Functioning of the Gram Sabhas has not
State may, by law, provide.
been smooth.
Ø Article-243B: There shall be constituted
Ø Lack of regularity and transparency in
in every State, Panchayats at the village,
their working.
intermediate and district levels in
Ø Low participation
accordance with the provisions of this
Ø Often, vulnerable sections hesitate
Part.
to voice opinions on account of their
•
Functions of Gram Sabhas
financial and social standing.
Ø To provide citizens a direct say in the decisionmaking
process.
Ø Irregular Gram Sabha meetings
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Sarpanchs often exercise significant
powers which prevents their criticism in
Gram Sabhas, and reduces Gram Sabhas
to mere symbolic platforms.
Ø Absence of a coherent Gram Sabha
agenda, etc.
Meetings of Gram Sabhas
Ø Ward Sabhas: Additional structures
provided by statutes of some states
having large size of the Gram Panchayats.
Ø Their meetings are held prior to the Gram
Sabha meetings.
Ø In some other states the respective
Panchayati Raj Act has also provided for
convening of special Gram Sabhas on the
request of a specified number of voters
from the Gram Panchayats.
Ø Frequency of Gram Sabha meetings per
year in states:
Ø

•

µ

µ

Ø

Ø
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Minimum of 1 meeting (in Tripura)
to maximum of 6 (Chhattisgarh &
Telangana)
Apart from mandated Gram Sabhas
meetings, meetings are also conducted
on the days of national importance, e.g.,
Republic Day, Gandhi Jayanti etc.

How to ensure effective functioning of the
Gram Sabhas?
•
•
•
•
•

µ

µ

Convene Gram Sabhas effectively &
periodically.
Greater functional autonomy at the local
level.
Presence of administrative officers (Group A
& Group B) presence.
Augmenting people’s participation in Gram
Sabhas.
Incentivizing Ward/ Elected Members.

µ
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Highlights of Kurukshetra
Introduction
•
•
•

India gave a remarkable performance in the recently concluded Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics.
It has inspired sportspersons and the young athletes to perform better in future as well.
The increasing participation of both rural and urban population in the sport activities has led to the
increasing infrastructure building across the country, with programs like "Khelo India", focusing on
both rural and urban population.

Promoting sports & sportsmen

The developments in the sports industry are indicative that the future is promising for sports across the globe
and particularly in India.
•

•

•

Sports @ National Education Policy 2020: It offers a window of opportunity to integrate sports as a
non-alienable part of the curriculum in schools and colleges.
Ø The network of schools and colleges makes a perfect platform to scale sports to reach each
household.
Ø With an initiative like One State One Sport, both scale and future champions can be created.
Ø It has also discussed about the powerful emergence of the women athletes and their performance
in the Tokyo Olympics.
Women Participation in Sports: The sports scenario is changing sports for women.
Ø Emergence of P.T. Usha as the greatest athlete on the sports era.
Ø Her magical performances drew the attention of not only the citizens, but of media and the
Government as well.

Sports sector has undergone an immense transformation, with series of initiatives by the government
in form of "Khelo India" to improve the sports infrastructure across the country.

OUR BRANCHES: New Delhi | Mumbai | Kolkata | Chennai | Ahmedabad | Bengaluru | Bhilai | Bhubaneswar |Chandigarh | Dehradun |
Gandhinagar | Guwahati | Hyderabad| Kanpur | Lucknow | Mehsana | Nagaland | Patna | Raipur | Rajkot | Ranchi | Surat | Vadodara |
WhatsApp no: 7284911227 - 7284811227 (chahalacademy@gmail.com)

84

CHAHAL ACADEMY

KURUKSHETRA

CURRENT AFFAIRS
NOV - 2021

•

Role of private sector: Private sector has been playing an important role by organising leagues and
tournaments, and scouting and sponsoring talented sportspersons at the grassroots level.

•

The tradition of sports is deeply rooted in the Indian culture dating a few millennia back. Over the years,
India has emerged as a major force to reckon with in the international arena.
Sports in our country is in the process of development. To accelerate this rate of development, holistic
approach should be adopted.
Efforts should be made in developing infrastructure, identifying sports talents, organising regular sports
events, and generating awareness at the grassroots level.

Conclusion

•
•

µ

µ

µ

µ

µ
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Down To Earth
The State of Food and Agriculture (SOFA)
2021 report
Context: Transform agricultural food systems to make
them more efficient, inclusive, resilient and sustainable
for better production, nutrition, environment and life
for all, the Food and Agriculture Organization’s (FAO)
said in The State of Food and Agriculture (SOFA) 2021
report.
•

Agri-food
systems
include
primary
production, food supply chains, domestic
transport networks and households.
Agri-food systems produce 11 billion tonnes
of food each year and a multitude of non-food
products.

•

SOFA 2021

SOFA 2021 presents country-level indicators of the
resilience of agri-food systems. The indicators measure
the robustness of primary production and food
availability, as well as physical and economic access to
food.
•

SOFA 2021 is part of the State of the World
series of the FAO.
The report provides an assessment of the
ability of national agrifood systems to
respond to or recover readily from shocks
and stressors.

•

Key Highlights
•

Report said that the COVID-19 pandemic
exposed the vulnerability of agri-food

•
•
•

systems to shocks and led to increased global
food insecurity and malnutrition.
It defines shocks as short-term events that
have negative effects on a system, people’s
well-being, assets, livelihoods, safety and
ability to withstand future shocks.
The fragility of agri-food systems can affect
a large population: 3 billion already cannot
afford a healthy diet. An additional 1 billion
would join their ranks if a shock reduced
their income by a third.
Food costs could increase for up to 845 million
people if a disruption to critical transport
links were to occur.

Sustainable agri-food system
•
•
•
•

A sustainable agri-food system is one in
which a variety of sufficient, nutritious and
safe foods is available at an affordable price
to everyone, and nobody is hungry or suffers
from any form of malnutrition.
Sustainable agri-food systems deliver
food security and nutrition for all, without
compromising the economic, social and
environmental bases, for generations to
come.
16 October is World Food Day.
The agri-food sector, including forestry and
fisheries, also accounts for a third of the
anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions
driving climate change. It occupies 37 per
cent of the Earth’s land area.

UN Food Systems Summit 2021

•
•
•

The UN Food Systems Summit, held during the UN General Assembly in New York on September 23,
set the stage for global food systems transformation to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by
2030.
The summit aim at maximizing the co-benefits of a food systems approach across the entire 2030
Agenda and meeting the challenges of climate change.
The Summit aims to provide a platform for ambitious new actions, innovative solutions, and plans to
transform food systems and leverage these shifts to deliver progress across all of the SDGs.

Objectives:
•
•
•
•
•

Raise awareness of food systems' centrality to the entire sustainable development agenda, and the
urgency of transforming food systems, particularly in the wake of a global pandemic;
Align stakeholders around a common understanding and narrative of a food system framework as a
foundation for concerted action, making food and food systems a more widespread issue for advocacy
and action to achieve the 2030 Agenda;
Recognize the need for inclusivity and innovation in food systems governance and action;
Motivate and empower stakeholders who support food systems transformation through the
development of improved tools, measurement, and analysis; and
Catalyze, accelerate, and enlarge bold action for the transformation of food systems by all communities,
including countries, cities, companies, civil society, citizens, and food producers.
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Conclusion

Ø

India such as smart hospitals (city, town &

other SDGs related to poverty, resource and energy

village), innovations in health and nutrition,

efficiency, cleaner economies, and healthy aquatic and

waste management, blue economy, achieving

terrestrial ecosystems.

sustainable development goals, initiatives for

India International Science Festival, 2021
Ø

the 7th edition of the India International Science

Creativity

in

Science,

Technology

Innovation for Prosperous India’

•

and

as defence, space, nuclear energy, health,
engineering and megastructures, agriculture,
Ø

transitions mission, artificial intelligence and

The National Centre for Polar and Ocean

Internet of Things for digital India, national

Research, an autonomous institute under the

education policy, health and nutrition, clean

MoES, is the nodal agency organising IISF
•

IISF is an annual event which brings together

energy and clean air, environment and climate
Ø

students, researchers, innovators and artists

areas such as energy, science in vernacular

and humanity.

languages,

IISF 2021 have twelve programmes including

five sections.
Ø

Freedom Struggle: These will commemorate
the role of the scientific community in Indian

independence. They would help elaborate the
role of the Indian scientific community in the

freedom struggle, the emergence of scientific
institutions and scientific movements and the

role of the Indian scientific community in the
freedom struggle.

defence,

food,

expanding

generation of knowledge, transforming India

the mega-science, technology, and industry

The programmes will be categorised under

Resolves@75: These events are aimed to
towards achieving Atma Nirbhar Bharat in

of doing science for the wellbeing of people

expo.

change and skill development mission.

come up with resolutions related to S&T

from around the globe to experience the joy
•

Actions@75: These events are aimed to chart
include deliberations on the national language

10-13 in Panaji, Goa.

2021.

and various S&T Institutions.

an S&T action plan for new India. It would

This year, IISF will be held from December

•

Achievements@75: These events are aimed

country in the past 75 years in sectors such

Details

The theme of IISF 2021 is ‘Celebrating

digital India and science education.

to showcase the S&T achievements of our

Festival (IISF).
•

Ideas@75: These are aimed to discuss new
science and technology (S&T) ideas for new

Agri-food system play an essential role in realising

Context: Union Ministry of Earth Sciences, launched
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into a manufacturing hub of the world, and a
leading economy.

Environment of exoplanets
Context: A team of Indian astronomers has evolved

a new method to understand the atmosphere of
extrasolar planets.
•

The planets going around stars other than

the Sun can also be studied by observing the
polarisation of light and studying polarisation

signatures or variations in scattering intensity
of light.
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Key Findings
•

•

Astronomers have discovered that many other
stars dotting the Universe also have planets
going around them, like the Solar System. Till
now, around 5,000 such exoplanets have been
detected.
The reflected light of exoplanets would be
polarised, and the measure of the polarisation
might unveil the chemical composition and
other properties of their atmosphere.

•

•

New Methodology
•
•
•

Researcher developed a three-dimensional
numerical method and simulated the
polarization of exoplanets.
Just like the solar planets, exoplanets are
slightly oblate due to their rapid spin rotation.
Depending on their position around the
star, only a part of their planetary disk gets
illuminated by the starlight. This asymmetry
of the light-emitting region gives rise to nonzero polarisation.

•
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The development of a Python-based numerical
code that incorporates a state-of-the-art
planetary atmosphere model and employed
all such asymmetries of an exoplanet orbiting
the parent star at different inclination angles.
They calculated the amount of polarisation
at different latitudes and longitudes of the
planetary surface defined with respect to
the disk centre and averaged them over the
illuminated and rotation-induced oblate
planetary surface.
The polarisation was found to be sufficiently
high at different wavelengths and hence could
be detected even by a simple polarimeter if
the starlight was blocked.

Conclusion

The Polarimetric techniques will open up a new
window for the study of the exoplanets, overcoming
many limitations of the traditional techniques
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